
2009 GLOBAL PEACE GAMES

For

CHILDREN AND YOUTH

Report and Certificate

                                                                                              Prepared by PLAY SOCCER

                                                                                                       December 2009



2

Table of Contents

Certificate of Participation ......................................................................................................4

Mr. Lemke’s Message.............................................................................................................5

Mr. Blatter’s Message .............................................................................................................6

Reports from the Countries .....................................................................................................8

Australia .............................................................................................................................8

Azerbaijan...........................................................................................................................8

Benin ..................................................................................................................................9

Bosnia/Herzegovina ............................................................................................................9

Burundi.............................................................................................................................10

Cambodia..........................................................................................................................10

Cameroon .........................................................................................................................11

Canada..............................................................................................................................11

Cape Verde .......................................................................................................................11

Chad .................................................................................................................................12

China, People’s Republic ..................................................................................................12

Colombia ..........................................................................................................................13

Congo, Democratic Republic ............................................................................................13

Dominican Republic..........................................................................................................14

France ...............................................................................................................................14

Gambia .............................................................................................................................15

Ghana ...............................................................................................................................16

Guatemala.........................................................................................................................16

Herzegovina......................................................................................................................17

India..................................................................................................................................17

Ireland...............................................................................................................................17

Israel .................................................................................................................................18

Ivory coast ........................................................................................................................18

Jordan ...............................................................................................................................19

Kenya ...............................................................................................................................19

Kyrgyzstan........................................................................................................................19

Lebanon ............................................................................................................................20

Liberia ..............................................................................................................................20

Malawi..............................................................................................................................21

Mali ..................................................................................................................................21

Mauritius...........................................................................................................................22

Mexico..............................................................................................................................22

Morocco............................................................................................................................22

Mozambique .....................................................................................................................23

Nepal ................................................................................................................................23

Nicaragua..........................................................................................................................24

Niger.................................................................................................................................24

Nigeria ..............................................................................................................................25

Pakistan ............................................................................................................................25

Palestine............................................................................................................................26

Paraguay ...........................................................................................................................26

Puerto Rico .......................................................................................................................26

Romania............................................................................................................................26



3

Russia ...............................................................................................................................27

Rwanda.............................................................................................................................27

Senegal .............................................................................................................................27

South Africa......................................................................................................................28

Sri Lanka ..........................................................................................................................28

Sudan................................................................................................................................28

Syria .................................................................................................................................29

Tanzania ...........................................................................................................................29

Thailand............................................................................................................................29

Togo .................................................................................................................................30

Uganda..............................................................................................................................30

United States of America ..................................................................................................31

Uzbekistan ........................................................................................................................31

Venezuela .........................................................................................................................32

Zambia..............................................................................................................................32

Zimbabwe .........................................................................................................................33



4

Certificate of Participation



5

Mr. Lemke!s Message



6

Mr. Blatter!s Message

LE PRESIDENT

Message for the 2009 Global Peace Games

for Children and Youth

It gives me great pleasure to send this message to all of you who are participating in the 2008 Global

Peace Games for Children and Youth. I wish you a successful and joyous event wherever you are.

Football teaches what we call life skills – winning and losing, showing respect for others, practicing fair

play, tolerance and understanding, learning teamwork and how to make your bodies healthy and

strong. They are skills to learn and practice on the field as well as in daily life with friends, family and

communities.

The Global Peace Games are an opportunity for each of you to learn what you can do to make a better

team – and beyond today’s game, what you can do to make the world a better place. Boys and girls –

children and youth – playing together in friendship throughout the world are a powerful force for this

purpose and for our future.

With your help football can spread the message of tolerance, combat discrimination and promote good

health. Your participation in the Global Peace Games is a positive action to make this happen. I thank

you for your help and solidarity and, in the spirit of the Games, I extend the handshake of friendship

and fair play to each of you.

I hope you all enjoy a wonderful competition.

For the Game. For the World.

Joseph S. Blatter
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REPORT ON THE 2009 GLOBAL PEACE GAMES
for

CHILDREN AND YOUTH

The 2009 Global Peace Games for Children and Youth took place in 59 countries with thousands

of participants in communities around the world celebrating the Games and the culture of peace

and nonviolence. The common purpose of the Games is captured in the words of the UNESCO

Manifesto for Peace created by Nobel Laureates. Each participant at the Games had the

opportunity to sign the Manifesto that pledges them to respect all life, reject all violence, share

with others, listen to understand, preserve the planet, and contribute to the development of

community. The Games embraced the themes of the United Nations International Day of Peace,

the United Nations Millennium Goals and the objectives of FIFA Fair Play. Special messages

were read at all sites from Mr. Wilfried Lemke, the Special Advisor to the United Nations

Secretary General on Sport for Peace and Development, and Mr. Joseph Blatter, the President of

FIFA. 

This Report on the 2009 Global Peace Games for Children and Youth includes brief summaries

of reports submitted by participating organizations. They tell a fun, joyous and educational story

about the events and activities that took place in each country, and about the friendship and

commitment of those children and youth to make the world a better place.

ABOUT THE REPORT AND CERTIFICATE:  PLAY SOCCER prepares the Report and the

Certificate. All photos contained in the report from participating organizations are the property of

these organizations. At the international level, PLAY SOCCER provides the leadership to initiate

and organize the Games in strong partnership with SOS Children’s Villages, Right to Play and

many other organizations. At the local level many organizations and individuals join this effort,

and information about all participants is noted whenever possible and as received in the country

write-ups for the Report.
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Reports from the Countries

AUSTRALIA

Football United University of South Wales celebrated

the Global Peace Games at an inter-school tournament.

The two participating schools, Lurnea and Miller

Intensive English Centre high schools comprise youth

from more than 16 different ethnic backgrounds, and

include recent immigrants from humanitarian refugee

backgrounds.

AZERBAIJAN

SOS Children’s Villages held Global Peace

Games at Baku on September 12
th

 and 13
th

, and at

Ganja on September 20. At Baku, the competition

started just after the “Peace Manifesto” and the

speech of the guests. There were six football

teams, three from the community, two from Baku

SOS Children’s Village and one consisted of the

children from both the Children’s Village and the community.

The combined team was the winner and the Baku CV team took

second place. The top three teams were awarded with the Cups,

Diplomas of Youth and Sport Department of Khatai District, and

valuable presents. At Ganja, players from local schools and Ganja

Sport School enjoyed their football matches. AFFA (Association

of Football Federations of Azerbaijan) provided referees and

donated uniforms and caps for the players.
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BENIN

SOS Children's Villages Benin organized the games with sponsorship by Eau Minérale FIFA

de Ste Luce. Various competitions were organized in several disciplines, including football and

drawing, before the official ceremony on Saturday, September 26 at the premises of the SOS

Social Center of Abomey-Calavi. Approximately 550 children attended, coming from the

Children’s Village, the Family Strengthening Program, and

other local NGOs, including Right to Play. The ceremony

opened with the SOS prayer, speeches by visiting

dignitaries, and dance and theater presentations performed

by the children of Right To Play. Next was the Handshake

of Peace, followed by awards for the competition winners.

The team of the SOS Social Center of Abomey-Calavi won

the cup on the football field. The best entries from the

drawing contest, which focused on peace and children’s

rights, were exhibited to the public. At the end of the

ceremony, the children stood in a circle, messages from

Mr. Lemke and Mr. Blatter were read, and three doves

were released as a sign of peace.

BOSNIA/HERZEGOVINA

SOS Children’s Village Bosnia and Herzegovina held games in three cities: Sarajevo, Mostar,

and Gracanica. SOS families in Sarjevo joined children from the Water-Polo Club Bosnia for a

water-polo tournament. Before the Games could start, two boys read messages from Mr. Lemke

and Mr. Blatter. Water polo players from Bosnia, Croatia and Montenegro enjoyed teaching the

children some basics of water polo and playing a short game with them. SOS kindergarten

Mostar invited their little friends from three public

kindergartens from town to be their guests for a

small Olympic games. After activities, dancing

with balloons, jumping in bags, circle of

friendship, drawing, everyone taking part received

medals. SOS Children’s Village Gracanica

organized a big football tournament and invited

pupils from nearby schools. 130 children played on

16 teams, and received diplomas for taking part.

More than 250 children took part and signed the

Peace Manifesto in the three villages.



10

BURUNDI

SOS Children’s Villages Burundi celebrated the Peace Games at four of the Villages. In

Rutana on November 6th, 1000 participants attended or played in a soccer tournament, and 350

signed the Peace Manifesto. At Gitega on November 8th, more than 350 children and adults

attended a basketball match between an SOS youth team and the DYNO team; 150 signed the

Manifesto. In Bujumbura on November 13th, almost 2000 people attended a march for peace and

a basketball match between female teams of the SOS HG secondary school and the Ngagara high

school. 1226 Manifesto signatures were collected. At Muyinga on November 20th, nearly 1000

persons attended a parade, soccer match, and basketball match, and 490 signed the Manifesto.

Also in Bujumbura, Right To Play

Burundi, APRODEM-Girizina, and the

Ministry of Youth, Sports and Culture

presented Global Peace games on

September 21st. 1600 children and youth,

parents, and community leaders took part.

Messages from Mr. Blatter and Mr.

Lemke were read to the audience. The

soccer match played by girls and boys

provided an opportunity to promote the

inclusion of gender equality through

active female participation in the soccer

game. 300 participants signed the Peace

Manifesto.

CAMBODIA

Global Peace Games were held on October 2
nd

 at SOS

Children’s Village Angkor Siem Reap. Honored

guests included representatives of government

departments and NGOs, and more than 170 children and

youths participated. The program started with a

welcoming speech, reading of messages from Mr.

Lemke and Mr. Blatter, and an explanation of the

meaning of the Games. For the football match, SOS

children were divided into two teams, Blue and White,

with Blue team winning 2 to 0. A Karate Do show

followed the football match. Then about 30 participants

signed the manifesto, and every guest shook hands for friendship, peace, and non-violence in

Cambodia as well as the world.

Spirit of Soccer registered to hold Games on September 24
th

.
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CAMEROON

PLAY SOCCER Cameroon celebrated the Global

Peace Games in three centers, Gunda, Bamenda, and

Mbalmayo, on October 14
th

 and 16
th

. Throughout the

month, talks were given on HIV/AIDS, malaria, fair

play, environmental clean up, peace and non-violence,

and the right to education of the child. The PLAY

SOCCER children in Batibo gathered at Gunda, those

at the Bamenda site at the church center school, and the

rest at Mbalmayo. The community joined the children

in activities including singing the national anthem,

reading messages from Mr. Lemke and Mr. Blatter,

and signing the Peace Manifesto. There were games of tug of war, balloon race, sack race,

healthy body activities, and football matches.

Other registered participants in Cameroon were SOS Children’s Villages Yaounde, Hermann

Gmeiner Schools Douala, and Global Alliance Douala.

CANADA

Canadian Soccer Development Group and Sault Ste. Marie Indian Friendship Center

registered to hold Global Peace Games in September.

CAPE VERDE

SOS Children’s Villages, in partnership with the Ministry of Education, organized Global Peace

Games between September 21
st
 and October 3

rd
. The 1332 children who participated came from

32 primary and secondary schools in all parts of the country, as well as Villages of Assomada

and São Domingos. After the welcoming address, two children from the SOS Villages read the

messages from Mr. Lemke and Mr. Blatter. Soccer matches followed, with each team receiving a

participation certificate. The official sponsor was the Coca-Cola Company.
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CHAD

For the first time, SOS Children’s

Villages Chad organized the Global

Peace Games on September 26
th

.

Participants included 40 SOS children and

youth, 10 from surrounding communities,

and young people from 15 organizations,

including Chadian Association of Friends

of Drugs (ATAD), Association for the

Rehabilitation of Young Street (ARJR)

Iyalna Center, Bethany Orphanage, the

Center for Rehabilitation and Monitoring

of Retarded Children (CESER) and the

Center Training for Youth Football

(CFFJ). There was a football match between a team of SOS children and another CFFJ
partner of SOS Children's Villages Chad. The match was followed by a skit denouncing
violence, a concert dedicated to the culture of peace, and a parade through the city. More
than 70 participants signed the Peace Manifesto.

CHINA, PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC

Goals for Children held the games in Beijing at Haidian Foreign Languages Experimental

School on September 20
th

. Joining the organization were media celebrity Huang Jianxiang, who

worked as the football coach, IKANQUI.com, the

community football website, Xcu ju, a team of

freestyle football experts, and the Beijing Devils

Rugby clubs. Support was given by CFA (China

Football Association), ERKE (a local sports brand),

and MENG NIU milk. A total of 100 children, aged

11-13, 97 of whom are survivors of the 2008

Sichuan earthquake, participated, and there were

also voluntary coaches of football, freestyle

football, and touch rugby. More than 130 children,

coaches, and friends signed the Manifesto for Peace.
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COLOMBIA

The Global Peace Games were held on

September 21
st
 at El Pueblo, Barranquilla

Colombia, by Fundacion Futbol con

Corazon. The Games began with an

introductory speech, reading of the

Manifesto for Peace and messages from

Mr. Lemke and Mr. Blatter, and a

handshake of friendship. 120 children

from Fundacion Futbol con Corazon

signed the Manifesto. Then there were

two football matches, the first between

teams of 15 children of ages between 5

and 8, and the second between teams of

15 children 10 to 14 years of age.

CONGO, DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

SOS Children’s Villages held the Global

Peace Games in Bukavu on November 5
th

 and

6
th

. Other participating organizations included

CEJEFOBA, EKABANA, and AMIS des

grands Lacs. Bukavu is located in the province

of South Kivu, the epicenter of wars and

rebellions in eastern Democratic Republic of

Congo. 440 children took part in sports and

cultural activities including dances, poems, and

messages of peace. There were also about 800

spectators. The games were preceded by a

chance for participants to think about the

meaning of peace and how to contribute to it.

220 signatures were collected for the Peace Manifesto.
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DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

SOS Children’s Village Losmina celebrated the Global

Peace Games on September 21
st
. It was a happy and

harmonious activity, where children, adolescents,

community and programme families took part, as well as

children who attend the school. Football championships

between four teams, basketball games, board games,

volleyball and athletics competitions were held during the

previous week. Although community personalities were

unable to attend, messages from Mr. Lemke and Mr.

Blatter were read. The Manifesto for a Culture of Peace

and Nonviolence was also read. Then all 710 participants,

including children, youths, and adults, signed the

Manifesto.

FRANCE

12 young people from SOS Children’s Villages

France participated in the International Eurosporting

meeting in Spain on July 6
th

 to July 11
th

, preceded by

three days of practice in the SOS Village of Marly

les Valenciennes. The tournament began with a

welcoming ceremony and ended with the closing

award ceremony, where the team received the cup of

fair play. On their own initiative, the players signed

the captain’s jersey and presented it to the

tournament director.
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GAMBIA

SOS Children’s Villages the Gambia celebrated

the Global Peace Games on October 3
rd

 at the Father

Gough Sports Complex in Manjai, with major

sponsorship by Gamcel. A football match was held

between two teams of 7-10 year olds, followed by a

contest for four 14 to 20 year old female teams, and

a contest for four 14 to 20 year old male teams. The

winning teams received trophies, each team received

T-shirts, a pack of juice, and a certificate of

participation, and each of the 120 participants

received a medal. The players and 450 spectators listened to a series of messages, including

those from Mr. Blatter and Mr. Lemke. After the pledge was read by an SOS child and repeated

by all participants, all took part in the handshake of

friendship.

Jambanjeli Village the Gambia, under the leadership of

Mr. Lamin Njie, held games on November 13
th

.

Participants included 235 girls and 215 boys aged 4-7,

and 89 girls and 31 boys aged 8-15. Many additional

youths from the school attended, and over 500 signed the

Manifesto. Those joining the event included CF (Child

Funds the Gambia), Department of State Youth, Sports

and Culture representatives, and VDC (Village

Development Committee).
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GHANA

PLAY SOCCER held the Global Peace

Games in Cape Coast on November 7
th

. 450

children and youth from many organizations

took part in the event, which started with a

street procession featuring brass bands and

peace-themed placards. After the welcome

address and reading of messages from Mr.

Lemke and Mr. Blatter, there followed an

exhibition football match between PLAY

SOCCER and GTZ tourists from Germany

(average age 53), a demonstration of PLAY

SOCCER activities, cultural dances, and a

football match between youth from PLAY

SOCCER and Jubilee Boys JHS. 250

children then signed the Peace Manifesto.

Right to Play organized games and a playday for children and youth in Kanvilli on September

25
th

. 350 children and 102 community members participated. Activities included key messages

and educational games led by Right To Play coaches. The Manifesto was signed by 250 children,

youth, and community members. Regional Advisory Information and Network Systems

(RAINS) registered to hold Games in Tamale.

GUATEMALA

On October 19th in the Sport Centre of the

Retalhuleu Department SOS Children’s

Village Retalhuleu carried out the activity

named “Global Peace Games 2009”. More

than 500 children and youth of the

southwestern area of the country took part,

and signed the Manifesto for Peace. A

month of activities began with a “Peace

Parade” in which children carried peace

messages for the whole community,

followed by football and basketball games,

shaking hands with members of other teams

as a sign of friendship. There were many

different awareness raising activities:

paintings about the meaning of peace, kite flying, artistic activities, preschool sport matches, and

other recreational and cultural activities.
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HERZEGOVINA

SOS Children’s Villages Bosnia/Herzegovina (see Bosnia/Herzegovina)

INDIA

On September 19
th

, Global Peace

Games were celebrated in Bangalore,

organized by the Delhi Narayanappa

neighborhood. 65 children from

nearby schools participated in games

of cricket, field hockey, and soccer,

as well as tug of war. 122 children

and adults from the community

signed the Peace Manifesto.

SOS Children’s Villages of India

also organized Peace Games in

Bhopal on September 23
rd

 through September 27
th

. The ceremonies included recognition of

honored guests, speeches, gathering of the teams, and in closing, distribution of prizes and

handing over the Peace Games flag.

IRELAND

Sport Against Racism Ireland held a very successful Soccerfest on

September 12
th

 and September 13
th

 at Phoenix Park, Dublin. The festival

attracted hundreds of youngsters from diverse backgrounds, and was

visited by a delegation from UNESCO in Paris. It included 46 Men’s and

Women’s teams from across Ireland, and over 4000 spectators. A range

of cultural activities including live entertainment was provided, and

participants were given advice on developing links with soccer clubs. In

partnership with the Development Aid/Education NGO Concern, SARI

introduced the first-ever international KiteFest in Ireland, creating

opportunities to expand the festival to engage on wider global issues.
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ISRAEL

In celebration of the UN International Day of Peace, the Peres Center for Peace, in cooperation

with the Tel Aviv Cinematheque, organized a unique cultural event for children from the Israeli

community of Sderot and the Palestinian community of Hebron. The children, who participate in

the Sport Department’s annual Twinned Peace Sport School program, joined together to

experience a performance of the New Beginnings play; a dynamic, educational, theatrical

experience, created and implemented by the Culture, Media and Arts Department. The

performance, by one Palestinian and one Israeli actor, simplifies the core messages of peace and

mutual understanding for the young audience. Throughout the performance, Arabic and Hebrew

are used both simultaneously and complementarily, creating positive associations with 'the other'.

The event also included a Darbuka drumming session and a screening of the Canadian film 'The

Peace Tree'.

IVORY COAST

SOS Children’s Village Ivory Coast held the

World Games in the Village of Abobo on October

17
th

. The day began with the peace march made by

children, mothers, and cheerleaders of the Village of

Aboisso. After opening remarks, two children read

the messages from Mr. Blatter and Mr. Lemke.

Reading and signing of the Peace Manifesto were

followed by the global handshake of friendship. The

sports phase of the celebration consisted of two

football games, the first between a girls’ team from

SOS Children’s Villages and girls from Spirit of

Hope, the second between boys’ teams from SOS Children’s Villages and Akwaba. Between

these two games, the Village Abobo children presented a poem on peace, calling on adults to

follow their example. After the awarding of trophies and consolation prizes, the day ended with

refreshments.

Ames Innocentes Gonzagueville registered to hold Games in Port Bouet on September 26
th

.
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JORDAN

Right to Play Jordan held the special event for the World Day

of Peace in Aqaba on September 19th, in partnership with Aqaba

Orphans Society, Aqaba Gulf Club, Aqaba Youth Club, and Al

Wehdat Club. Visitors to the play day included Aqaba

Governorate, Aqua marena Club, Waseet Newspaper – Aqaba,

Prince Ra'ed Hall, and Leadership of Aqaba region. All 300

participants signed the Manifesto for Peace.

KENYA

300 children and youth took part in the various games that were

organized by TYSA at Sinyereri Kitale, Kenya on September 21
st
.

The games included soccer, Basketball and Tug of War. The

messages from UN Special Advisor on Sports for Development

and Peace, and from FIFA president

were read to the participants. 122

children and youth signed the UNESCO

Manifesto.

In Nairobi, the Amani Kibera Peace Soccer Tournament was played

from September 19
th

 to October 3
rd

, with a total of 56 girls’ and boys’

teams participating. An estimated 1200 young people, mostly under

age 17, participated, and there were tens of thousands of spectators.

The finals featured a performance by the music group, Wafalme, who

displayed how youth talents can be used to foster peace and harmony.

Kenya Community Sports Foundation also registered to hold Games in Eldoret.

KYRGYZSTAN

SOS Children’s Villages celebrated the

Global Peace games in Cholponata and in

Bishkek. In Chalponata, the games took

place at the Osmonov school gymnasium

on September 21
st
. Following an opening

ceremony, a football game was played

between the Village team and a

community team. The winning

community team received the Global

Peace games Cup; the losing SOS team was disappointed, but they received encouraging

presents. The tournament in Bishkek took place at the SOS Herman Gmeiner School on

September 28
th

. Participants included the SOS HGAB combined boys’ team, a combined team of

schools #48 and #62, and SOS Youth Facility. School #48 was the winner of the Gold Cup.
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LEBANON

On October 2
nd

, Right To Play conducted a football

match in Tripoli, between a Right To Play team and

the Tripoli Football club. The aim of the match was

to integrate the Palestinian and Lebanese

communities. The 22 children on the Right To Play

team were 20 Palestinians, 2Syrians, and 2Iraqis

from the Al Beddawi and Nahr El Bared Camps; the

Tripoli team consisted of 20 Lebanese children.

When the game was over, all children reflected

enjoyment and satisfaction, shook hands with wide smiles on their faces, and chatted with

friendly talk. Two of the Right to Play children played so well that they were chosen to join the

Tripoli Football Club.

LIBERIA

Right To Play Liberia held Global Peace Games in

Montserrado, Margibi, and Bong counties between

September 21
st
 and September 25

th
. A total of 1251

children and youth (590 males, 661 females) participated

in the games and celebrations. In addition to the peace

focused football match and the reading of the messages

from Mr. Lemke and Mr. Blatter, children and youth also

took part in Right To Play games that centre on building

the skills necessary for peaceful communities, such as

cooperation, communication, empathy, and leadership.

They also spoke about the importance of peace and community for the future of Liberia.

On behalf of PLAY SOCCER, Mr. Wrojay Friday Doedeh organized Peace Games in five

communities in and around Monrovia on November 7
th

. Selected speakers spoke on the

importance of peace and tolerance. After a boy and a girl read the special messages from Mr.

Lemke and Mr. Blatter, 120 children, officials and speakers signed the Manifesto for Peace. The

games consisted of 110 children playing soccer (boys) and kickball (girls). After the games each

player received a Certificate of Participation and enjoyed refreshments.
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MALAWI

PLAY SOCCER Malawi held Peace Games at three

community sites: Bangwe, Chigumula, and Ndirande, with the

theme “Reversal of the spread of HIV/AIDS, Malaria, and

Tuberculosis”. In all there were 30,000 participants who also

signed the Peace Manifesto. Groups participating for the first

time included School for the Deaf, Scouts Association of

Malawi, Malawi Albino Sports Association, and Malawi

Disabilities Sports association. The games and activities

included soccer, korfball, chess, bawo, netball, apple eating,

sack running, acrobatics, and tug of war. These were followed

by cultural dances, reciting of poems, drama, reading the pledges

and Global Peace Messages, and collection of signatures.

MALI

SOS Children’s Villages Sanankoroba and

Secoura celebrated the Peace Games on

November 11
th

, together with the Cellule

d’Encadrement des Jeunes de Bamako.

Approximately 2000 children and youth

attended the event, which included football

games between SOS children and local

teams, and a cultural program. The

ceremonies began with reading of messages

of Mr. Lemke and Mr. Blatter. Spectators

then participated in a quiz on Nobel Peace

Prize winners. The SOS team won the

football match in Socoura; in Sanankoroba

the game ended in a goalless draw. After the

matches, the participants signed the Peace Manifesto (897 signatures in Sanakoroba and 732 in

Socoura), gave the handshake of peace, and released the dove of peace.
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MAURITIUS

200 children from SOS Children’s

Villages Mauritius and local

communities celebrated the Global

Peace Games in September 26
th

 in

Beau Bassin. Football teams from

seven different communities took

part in the football festival. The

event began with special messages

from Mr. Lemke and Mr. Blatter,

and included an art exhibition with

posters, drawings, and slogans

prepared by the SOS children.

MEXICO

In September, SOS Children’s Village Comitán celebrated

the Global Peace Games with a football game in the Sport

Unit of Comitán. In addition to the football match, a talk was

given on Sports and Peace. There were about 200 participants

including 150 children, mothers, aunts, and staff from the

Children’s Village community, Municipal Sports

Coordination, two external football teams, and invited

speakers.

MOROCCO

The Association Draa Generation for Culture, Art, and Sport celebrated the Global Peace

Games with their football league in Zagora City, Morocco. Despite many problems with the

league, it included boys with a lot of talent and skill. 919 children and youth took part in the

games, which began in September.
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MOZAMBIQUE

Right To Play Mozambique successfully participated in the Global Peace Games of 2009

through its partners in several locations throughout four provinces: Maputo City, Maputo

Province, Gaza Province and Zambezia Province. A total of 3878 children and over 200 adults

took part. Games in Maputo City and Province took place at SOS Children’s Village in Maputo,

in Matola City, where they were hosted by Nucleo de Formadores de Desporte e Saude, and in

Namaacha District, where six schools participated. In Gaza Province, communities of

Chongoene, Ndambine 2000, and Chicumbane held games. Children in the town of Quelimane in

Zambezia Province participated for the first time. Before the games all the participants signed the

Manifesto for Peace, and the Special Message from the United Nations was read. The games

included boys’ and girls’ football games, and the Blue Peace Ball games, which teach

cooperation, teamwork, communication, solidarity, and conflict resolution skills.

NEPAL

To celebrate Global Peace Games, United Youth

and United Nation Volunteers (UNV) organized a

one-day training program for youth on Peace

Building and Conflict Transformation on September

18
th

. 30 youths from different social development

organizations attended. They heard the special

messages from Mr. Lemke and Mr. Blatter, and took

part in a Relay Running Contest. The training themes

included roles of youth organizations in peace

building. At the end of the program, all the

participants signed the manifesto of Peace and exchanged the

handshake for peace and friendship.

In Kathmandu, the Kathmandu Academy of Football hosted the

Peace Games on November 1
st
. Motivating messages sent by UN

and FIFA were read, and the children and youth who participated,

90 boys and 30 girls, signed the Peace Manifesto.
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NICARAGUA

Soccer Without Borders hosted the Global Peace Games in

Granada on October 24
th

  in el Malecon, a futsal field on the

shore of Lake Nicaragua. With 120 girls in attendance, the

event also marked the opening day of the Fútbol Sin Fronteras

girls' futsal league. During the week prior, the girls of Fútbol

Sin Fronteras had discussed the theme of peace in small

groups, designed a banner, and planned a parade to spice up

the event. In attendance to read the UN and FIFA statements

was Dalila Lopez, the Director of Women's Soccer and

Women's Futsal for FENIFUT, the Nicaraguan National Soccer Federation. Dalila explained the

significance of the games and the manifesto, and led the girls in saying the pledge before they

signed. All 120 girls signed the manifesto as well as 10 coaches. All in all it was a memorable

day for all parties involved.

NIGER

SOS Children’s Villages Niamey and Tahoua organized the Global Peace Games from

October 11
th

 until October 15
th

. The games in Niamey featured a football tournament with teams

from six different districts. After reading of the messages from Mr. Blatter and Mr. Lemke, a

drama troupe performed a sketch on the theme of peace. For a

week at Tahoua, teams of football, judo and karate, theater,

and athletics gave demonstrations of their talents while

focusing on peace, especially for the martial arts, which are

usually seen as combat sports. The opening ceremonies there

also included reading of the special messages. The most

distinguished players were awarded participation prizes.

Ceremonies at both sites concluded with the signing of the

Peace Manifesto. 232 participants signed.
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NIGERIA

SOS Children’s Villages Nigeria

celebrated Peace Games at

Gwagwalada, at Owu-Ijebu, and at

Isolo-Lagos on November 9
th

, 19
th

, and

20
th

 respectively. The program at Isolo

was held in collaboration with Talent

Century Chaser Sports International.

All three programs included listening to special messages, football matches and other games, and

awarding gifts and medals to the participants. At the three sites, over 750 participated, and a total

of 600 children, youth, and adults read and signed the Peace Manifesto.

Royalgold Global Sports Outreach Initiative sponsored Global Peace games at Preston

International School on November 6
th

, and at the Omolere School and ROGGSOI Soccer

Training Center in Ondo State on November 13
th

 and 15
th

. The messages from Mr. Lemke and

Mr. Blatter were read, followed by several football matches. At the three sites, a total of 133

children played on the teams, and there were 460 spectators. All the players exchanged

handshakes of friendship.

Sports Without Borders registered to hold Peace Games in Kano and Teachers Without

Borders registered to hold Games in Okpoma Yala and Abuja.

PAKISTAN

SPEO Pakistan organized a tournament at the

Alfateh Sports Complex in Faisalabad from

October 16
th

 to October 20
th

. The tournament was

sponsored by Champion International. 20 teams

took part, and Alfateh football team was the

winner.

Despite many difficulties and obstacles, Sports

and Fitness Association of Pakistan has begun

planning, organizing, and coaching participants in

preparation for games to be held in Islamabad in late December.
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PALESTINE

Right to Play Palestine, in cooperation with SOS Children’s

Village Bethlehem, The Ministry of Education, and Al Assi

School held the Global Peace Games in Bethlehem on

November 18
th

. 112 children from the SOS Village and Assi

schools marched to the playing area. The celebration

continued with speeches, and the children signed the Peace

Manifesto. Then the children were divided into 5 groups and

rotated to the 5 playing areas. Finally refreshments were

distributed to all the participants.

PARAGUAY

The Fundacion Paz Global held the Global Peace

Games on November 13
th

. About 5000 children

participated in a variety of group and individual

activities in the Secretaría Nacional of Sport.

Activities included games of pandorga, balita,

football, chess, and dominoes. There was also a

poetry contest, dramatization of stories, dance,

music, and art. During the day, 10,000 signatures

were collected for the Peace Manifesto.

PUERTO RICO

Instituto de Ninos Andres registered to celebrate Global Peace Games on September 19
th

.

ROMANIA

Colegiul Technic Aurel Vlaicu held the

Global Peace Games in Baia Marc City

from September 21
st
 to 30

th
.

SOS Children’s Villages and Grup Scolar

Industrial Auto also registered to celebrate

Games in Romania.
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RUSSIA

The Global Peace Games took place on November 15
th

 in St. Petersburg, at the SOS Children’s

Village Pushkin. About 40 participators and guests took part in a desktop football competition

between a team from the Village and one from the social center Detskiy Kovcheg. The Hors

Company awarded presents to the winners. The Peace Manifesto was signed by 33 participants.

RWANDA

Right to Play and SOS Children’s Villages

Rwanda held Global Peace Games at the

SOS Herman Gmeiner School in Kigale on

October 9
th

. Children from the Hermann

Gmeiner School were joined by those from

Kacyiru School in games of volleyball,

basketball and football. The children also

presented traditional dances and poems

highlighting their dreams for peace.

Children joined in the symbolic handshake

of peace, and 595 children signed the

Manifesto for Peace. Right to Play also

sponsored games in Gisenyi on September

21
st
, and in Ngeruka on October 10

th
. The

Peace Manifesto was signed by 2864 children in Gisenyi.

SENEGAL

This year, PLAY SOCCER Senegal

celebrated Global Peace Games at all of

its sites. At Séfa Picine, on September

21
st
, the theme was “a healthy body and a

healthy environment”. Over 100 PLAY

SOCCER children were joined by 50

others invited from local football schools

for a tournament of 10 football games.

After reading the special message of

UNESCO and signing the Peace

Manifesto, the participants cleaned up the

playground, picking up garbage and

putting it in bins.

SOS Children’s Villages Senegal also registered to celebrate the Games.



28

SOUTH AFRICA

PLAY SOCCER South Africa celebrated the Games at each site, reading the special messages

from Mr. Lemke and Mr. Blatter, and providing the children with the opportunity to sign the

Manifesto for a culture of Peace and Nonviolence.

Tswaing Local Municipality also registered to participate in Global Peace Games.

SRI LANKA

SOS Children’s Villages Sri Lanka organized Global Peace Games on September 29
th

 and 30
th

at Public Ground Anuradhapura. 240 boys and girls played on 12 teams representing their

schools. The final match, between St. Joseph’s College Anuradhapura and Horowpathana

Ruwanweli Maha Vidyalaya, ended in a scoreless tie, and the two teams were proclaimed joint

champions. Trophies and certificates were awarded to champions and runners up.

SUDAN

Right to Play South Sudan organized the

Global Peace Games on September 29
th

 in Juba,

under the leadership of the South Sudan Peace

Commission in collaboration with partner

organizations. 480 children and youth took part

in activities which included Blue Peace Ball

games, football matches, drama presentations,

and speeches by officials. The Peace Manifesto

was translated into the local language (Juba

Arabic) and read to the children and other

participants. About 700 people signed the

document.
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SYRIA

United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) organized Global Peace Games with the

Syrian Arab Republic (SAR) Field during September and October, in Damascus, Homs, Hama,

Aleppo and Lattakia. The opening ceremony, held on September 29
th

, included reading of the

special messages from the UN and FIFA, choir singing, folklore dancing, exhibitions of students’

paintings and photos, sports activities, and shows. About 2000 students and 200 teachers

participated, and 700 signed the Peace Manifesto. During the following month, 17 Centers were

opened at UNRWA schools in Syria for soccer and softball competitions and educational

sessions on Sports for Friendship and Peace. A total of 5300 students participated in these

activities.

TANZANIA

Right to Play Tanzania held Global Peace Games

between August 29
th

 and September 18
th

 in the Dar es

Salaam project area, in primary schools from the

region. A total of 12,100 children participated. The

activities included boys’ and girls’ soccer

tournaments, “Mstari Kati” (a local game which

teaches team spirit and cooperation), Blue Peace

Games, and a symposium on nonviolence. The special

messages from FIFA and UNESCO were read after

being translated into the local language (Swahili). The

Manifesto for Peace was signed by over 10,000 children, coaches, and government

representatives.

THAILAND

The Right to Play Thailand Refugee Project in partnership with UNHCR and the Umphang

Witthayakom School celebrated the Friendship Games on November 20
th

 in Umphang. The

event featured mixed gender football and basketball matches between refugee children and Thai

children in their host community. This championship tournament followed qualifying

tournaments held at Umpium Mai and Nupo refugee camps in October. 410 children participated

in the qualifying tournaments, and 136 in the championship. Following every match of the

tournament, players, coaches, and referees lined up and exchanged the handshake of friendship.
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TOGO

SOS Children’s Villages Togo celebrated the

Global Peace Games at three sites, at Kara on

November 11
th

, at Dapaong on November 11th, and

at Lome on November 21
st
. At Kara, three matches

were played among children from the Kara school.

The players exchanged the traditional handshake

and watched a skit about tolerance and peace. A

total of 1403 signatures were collected for the

Manifesto. The events at Dapaong included

speeches, games of speed and sack racing, and a

football match between students of Hermann

Gmeiner Primary School and students of the public school Naki-west. Participants signed the

Peace Manifesto and exchanged handshakes of friendship. At Lome, children from the Village

and several nearby schools took part in a competition for the best skit on peace. The winner was

the Children’s Village. 312 participants then signed the Manifesto.

UGANDA

Kampala School of Excellence Ministries celebrated the World Peace Games on September

21
st
. Activities involved organizing a soccer competition for children and youths in Lungujja to

bring them together for the day. Kampala School of Excellence addresses social injustices

through its social inclusion component, which among other things includes peace education

through sports, and soccer is the main sporting activity in Uganda.

Right to Play and Youth Vision Uganda also registered to hold Games.
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

In the USA, the 2009 Global Peace Games for

Children and Youth were proudly celebrated in

New York City and honored by the support of

Rotary New York. The Metrokids and Big Apple

Leagues once again joined forces with PLAY

SOCCER Nonprofit International to create a

memorable event for approximately 1000 children

at one of New York City’s most diverse locations,

Flushing Meadows Corona Park. The Park was the

site of the first Games in 2001 and has hosted the

Games yearly thereafter. Henry Bunch, President

of the Metrokids, Luis Montoya of the Big Apple, Miguel Cuellar from the Flushing Meadows

Park Sports and Recreation program, along with Judy McPherson, Chair and CEO of PLAY

SOCCER led the event. Nancy Barthold, Deputy Commissioner of New York City Parks and

Recreation and Boris Herzi from Rotary New York added their congratulations to the

participants along with other representatives from the New York City Police Department and

Fire Department. Due to the conflicting date with the Jewish holiday of Rosh Hashanah the

Commissioner of sport and other representatives from the New York City Sports Commission

and Mayor’s office were unfortunately not able to attend, though they provided strong support

for the occasion. The banners of Rotary New York, Football for Hope, Fair Play were displayed

and the coaches for the teams of participants all

sported FIFA fair play tee shirts donated by FIFA

in honor of the Games. The special message from

Mr. Lemke, the United Nations Special Adviser to

the Secretary General was proudly read by one of

the participating children, followed by another who

read the message from Mr. Blatter of FIFA. All

participants had the opportunity to sign the

Manifesto for a Culture of Peace and Nonviolence

—and then enjoyed a day of games and fun in the

park.

UZBEKISTAN

SOS Children’s Villages registered to celebrate Global Peace Games on November 14
th

.
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VENEZUELA

SOS Children’s Villages Cuidad Ojeda held the

Global Peace Games on October 28
th

, with

participation of 220 Village children and youth, joined

by 20 children of Paul VI College of Faith and Joy.

After singing the national anthem and the anthem of

Zulia, there were dances and musical activities, and

each child signed the Peace Manifesto. There was a

small Futbolito tournament, Kikibol, and traditional

games such as a sack race, relay races, and jump rope

for the younger children. Even some of the mothers

took part in a race carrying lemons with a spoon.

ZAMBIA

PLAY SOCCER Zambia

partnered with National

Organization for Women in Sport,

Physical and Recreation

(NOWSPAR) in implementing the

2009 Global Peace Games that

were held on 20
th

 October in

Lusaka and 28
th

 November in the

Ndola site. About 500 children and

a team of girls from NOWSPAR

took part in the Lusaka games.

Reading of the special messages from Mr. Blatter and Mr. Lemke was followed by soccer

matches and educational activities on HIV/AIDS. The games at Ndola were celebrated at the

new Chimoza site, in partnership with the Q-Fund Chimoza School. Children read the special

messages and recited the Peace Manifesto, followed by activities showcasing the PLAY

SOCCER health and social curriculum. The children and youth were then divided into teams for

their soccer games. After these matches, the organizers provided lunch for the children.

Right to Play also registered to celebrate the Global Peace Games.
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ZIMBABWE

SOS Children’s Villages Zimbabwe celebrated the Global

Peace Games at Hermann Gmeiner Schools in Bindura on

September 19
th

 and in Bulawayo on October 2
nd

. Over 500

people were part of the gathering in Bindura. The ceremony

opened with the Zimbabwe National Anthem and the prayer,

followed by entertainment in the form of singing and dances.

Messages from the United Nations and FIFA were read, and

the children exchanged the handshakes for peace. There were

soccer games with 6 teams in the under-14 group and two in

the under-19 group, as well as netball, volleyball, and

basketball. The celebration at Bulawayo started with a

procession in which a village youth carried a flaming torch

symbolizing peace. Sports activities included Kindergarten

soccer, a match between the Village under-18 teams and the

SOS staff, and a match between girls’ and boys’ soccer teams.

There were also netball and volleyball games.

The Batsirai Group set aside September, October, and November to mobilize communities to

play games and engage them in HIV and AIDS prevention programs. A total of 4000 girls, boys,

men, and women were reached, forming 11 soccer teams and 6 volleyball teams, as well as

participating in HIV and AIDS discussions.

Youth AIDS and Sport Organization (YAASO) registered to hold Global Peace Games in

October.


