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Message by Mr. Adolf Ogi, Special Adviser to the United Nations 
Secretary-General on Sport for Development and Peace 

Under-Secretary-General 
 

to the participants of the 

 

Global Peace Games 2006 
for Children and Youth 

 
Children and youth, I welcome you here today to the Global Peace Games 2006. 
You are our future and I am proud that as young people you understand the role 
you have in making the world a better place. By coming together to compete in 
these Games you are contributing to peace and tolerance in the world. 

Sport is an ideal ‘school for life’ and educates you about the importance of key 
values, such as honesty, discipline, fair play, respect for oneself and others, and 
adherence to the rules. It teaches us the generosity to accept that one can lose 
without losing one’s honour; and it teaches us humility, that one can win without 
leaving behind defeated enemies with bitter feelings. Sports teach us lessons for 
life, for life in a competitive, but peaceful and humane society. 

Playing as a team will set the basis for a friendship, a friendship that goes 
beyond these Global Peace Games, a friendship created through sport. The 
convening power of sport brought you together, in countries all over this planet, 
regardless of your ability, gender, race, political or religious beliefs. 

For several years now my offices in Geneva in New York have been promoting 
the positive values of sport within the UN system and throughout the world. We 
have raised awareness so that sport is part and parcel of the efforts of the 
international community to achieve the Millennium Development Goals. Together 
we have created a powerful momentum.  

Throughout the world during the Games, the flame of sport, happiness and 
friendship is burning. In that spirit, I wish that you all enjoy the Global Peace 
Games 2006 and I join with you in the “global handshake of friendship”.   
     

 
 
                                                                                              

           Adolf Ogi 
Former President of the Swiss Confederation 
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FIFA SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 
  

  

 
 
 
 
 
Global Peace Games 
Message from the FIFA President, Joseph S. Blatter 

21 September 2006 

 

 

 

 

In a world full of violence and natural disasters, I hope that the Global Peace Games can 
unite us all, regardless of our roots, religion or nationality, around the passion and 

emotion that sport and recreation provide. 

 

Football promotes the positive values associated with the game, such as sportsmanship, 

friendship, hope, emotion, solidarity and much more… and I am convinced that it can 

contribute to social and human development, world peace, and tolerance. Through its 
universality, our game represents a magnificent opportunity to combat social ills and 

encourage personal and educational development. 

 

Your participation in the Global Peace Games today shows your conviction that a better 
world is possible, that a more peaceful future is what you are seeking. And this is a clear 

message of hope that I would like to endorse. 

 

I wish you all a good competition with respect for fair play. 

 

 

Joseph S. Blatter 
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REPORT ON THE 2006 GLOBAL PEACE GAMES 

FOR 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

 

 
 

The 2006 Global Peace Games for Children and Youth took place in 40 countries.  

Thousands of participants in communities around the world celebrated the United 

Nations International Day of Peace and the culture of peace and nonviolence.  Mr. Adolf 

Ogi, the Special Advisor to the United Nations Secretary General on Sport for Peace and 

Development sent his special message that was read at all sites, noting that “The 

convening power of sport brought all together, in countries all over this planet, regardless 

of ability, gender, race, political or religious beliefs.”  Mr. Sepp Blatter, the President of 

FIFA, also sent a message, expressing hope that the Global Peace Games for Children 

and Youth can “unite us all, regardless of our roots, religion or nationality, around the 

passion and emotion that sport and recreation provide.” 

As the Secretary General of the United Nations, Mr. Kofi Annan, has said, “Sport is a 

universal language. ………  And when young people participate in sports or have access 

to physical education, they can experience real exhilaration even as they learn the ideals 

of teamwork and tolerance.” 

The common purpose of the Games is captured in the words of the UNESCO Manifesto 

for Peace created by Nobel Laureates.  Each participant at the Games had the opportunity 

to sign the Manifesto that pledges them to respect all life, reject all violence, share with 

others, listen to understand, preserve the planet, and contribute to the development of 

community. The Games also embraced the themes of the United Nations Millennium 

Goals and the objectives of FIFA Fair Play.   
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The country reports are written by the participating organizations.  Compiled in the 2006 

Report, they tell a fun and joyous story about the events and activities that took place in 

each country, and about the friendship and commitment of those children and youth to 

make the world a better place. The 2006 Report is an educational tool that communicates 

the value of sport for human development 

 

 

 

 

ABOUT THE REPORT AND CERTIFICATE:  PLAY SOCCER prepares the Report and the Certificate. 

All photos contained in the report from participating organizations are the property of these organizations.  

At the international level, PLAY SOCCER provides the leadership to initiate and organize the Games in 

strong partnership with SOS Children’s Villages, Right to Play and many other organizations.  At the local 

level many organizations and individuals join this effort, and information about all participants is noted 

whenever possible and as received in the country write-ups for the Report. 
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ARMENIA 

SOS Children's Village 

 

 

AZERBAIJAN 

As in previous years, SOS Children’s Villages Azerbaijan Association kept its tradition 

in 2006 of conducting of Peace games to propagate the peace among children and youth. 

The opening ceremony of the mini football tournament at the sport ground of SOS 
Children’s Village Baku took place on October 1, 2006. The Tournament lasted 7 days, 

so the ceremonial closing day of tournament was October 8, 2006.8 teams came together 

to take part in the games for friendship and peace.  

      

 

Officials of AFFA, representatives of Sport and Youth Department of Khatai district, 

community members and parents of soccer players participated at the opening ceremony. 

The director of SOS Children’s Village Baku Mr. Akif Ahmedov read out the message 

from FIFA President S. Blatter and wished good luck to the participants. Then the 

message of Special Advisor to the UN SG on Sport for Development and peace –Mr. 

Adolf Ogi was read by one of the players.  The Manifesto of Global Peace was read and 

accepted by all players and participants of the tournament.  
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This year 2 teams of SOS kids – “SULH 1” (“Peace” in English) and “SULH 2” shared 

the first two places and the third place by the team from community. The winners were 

awarded medals and cups, certificates and sport clothes were waiting for all other 

participants. We were really proud, as we were waiting for this triumph for a long time. 

We have been conducting Global Peace Games and football tournament for the past last 3 

years and kids from SOS Children’s Village Baku never took any prize. But this year we 

won – this was an outcome of long-lasting efforts and the training that SOS kids invested 

during the past 4 years. 

The second activity dedicated to Global Peace Games was the asphalt drawing 

competition at the territory of SOS Children’s Village Ganja. The message of Mr. 

Adolf Ogi was read and the Manifesto accepted by the participants. 31 school children 

participated at the competition and 6 of them shared the first three places. All winners 

have been awarded.  
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Also, the SOS Playbus Project prepared a special program and devoted all games and 

handicrafts to the Peace day. They invited volunteers in these activities. The slogan of the 

day was “May Peace Prevail on Earth!” The Playbus team announced the topic and asked 

kids what they knew about what peace was. Then the team gave them information about 

Global Peace day – when it originated, how it was celebrated and in common what peace 

was and why people needed to leave in peace, without war. According to the tradition of 

this day participants kept the Minute of Silence and paid the tribute to the memory of the 

martyrs, children of the wars all over the world. In “War and Peace” game kids were 

supposed to be very attentive and react to the words about peace and war (for example, 

friendship, battle and so on). And they really were! In all other games kids were told 

stories connected with this day. 

At stations children prepared people holding hands together (connected people) and dove 

on straws (symbol of friendship) and a poster. Kids enjoyed making connected people. 

But most of all they liked preparing poster that turned out really beautiful! 
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The Playbus team also made a special “Support form” (on the wallpaper) in which all the 

kids wrote their names and in this symbolic way supported the worldwide celebration of 

the International Day of Peace. 

 

 

BELARUS 

On the 14
th
 of October a friendly match between the teams of Russian and Belarusian 

SOS Children’s Villages took place. See RUSSIA below. 

 

 

 

BENIN 

For the first time, SOS Children’s Village Benin has organized the global peace games 

for children and youth this year. Several activities were organized as part of this event.  

From September 11th to September 15th, a drawing and photographs competition was 

launched for children and youth. They were asked to submit drawings and photographs 

related to peace. Those who had the best drawings and photographs were supposed to be 

awarded on September 23rd when the games would officially be organized. 

The official celebration of the games took place in the SOS Social Center Abomey-

Calavi (Republic of Benin). African Sport Development, a local NGO, as well as many 

other NGOs (Regard d’Amour, Terre des Hommes) joined SOS Children’s Villages 

Benin. 500 hundred children and youth were invited to take part in the games. Before the 

beginning of the official ceremony, SOS Children’s Villages prayer was said by all the 

participants. In his opening speech, Mr. Bruno Kokou Fugah, National Director of SOS 
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Children’s Villages Benin, made a brief history of the International Peace day and the 

global peace games for children and youth and then exhorted children and youth to 

cultivate the spirit of brotherhood, fair play, tolerance and gender equality. The global 

peace games were a good opportunity to present to the participants a new club composed 

of children in our care. The aim of this group of children is to fight against violence and 

racism in sport in general.  

    

Afterwards, a jury gave the names of the winners of the drawing and photographs 

competition. These children won very good prices and were very happy. 

Then the participants, including all the children, were invited to hold hands and to make a 

circle on a big lawn by holding hands. In the middle of the circle, two boys and two girls 

were holding white doves. Every body kept quiet and listened to the Principal Private 

Secretary of the Minister of Woman and Child Affairs and Mr. Bonaventure Coffi 

Codjia, International Soccer referee who respectively read the message of Mr. Ogi, 

Special Advisor to the Secretary General of the United Nations on Sport for Development 

and Peace, and the one of Mr. Joseph S. Blatter, President of FIFA. After listening to 

both messages, the four children freed the doves. 
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After the official ceremony, children had lunch and began sport and various activities. 

They actively took part in a knowledge contest where questions were related to peace, 

SOS Children’s Villages and the United Nations. Ping- pong and soccer contests also 

took place. Children and youth were very happy to attend the first global peace games 

organized by SOS Children’s Villages. 384 people signed the manifesto for peace. 
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BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 

For the fourth time SOS Children’s Village Bosnia had pleasure of organizing Global 
Peace Games and that way joined the company of other countries who promoted 

friendship, peace and non-violence. 

Just like previous years, the Games were held in SOS Children’s Village Sarajevo, where 

our children, together with our guests and friends could enjoy in different games and 

activities. This year we hosted basketball and volleyball players, so as invalid sportiest 

who shared with our children secrets and joy of their sports.  

Cantonal Minister of culture and sport Mr. Ivica Saric welcomed children to this year’s 

Global Peace Games and once again pointed out positive value of sport and its 

importance in building peaceful and better world for all of us.  

   

After an SOS girl, Belma, read message of Mr. Adolf Ogi, Special Adviser to the United 

Nations Secretary-General on Sport for Development and Peace Under-Secretary-

General, the Games were officially opened and fun could start. Unfortunately, weather 

wasn’t on our side at the beginning. At first only the bravest ones started with playing 

basketball… 

   

… but luckily, the rain stopped and soon all children could enjoy in different activities.  
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Hm, what should be my next move? Rifle shooting was new, but very exciting experience 

for children. 

   

Playing “mirror game”… All children, guests and employees of SOS Children’s Village 

got together and enjoyed playing with balloons. 

All participants (85 in total) signed Manifest and took home one copy of it. They 

obligated to promote the idea of peace and well being of everyone.  

                 

Three daily newspapers and two radio stations reported from this event. 

At the end we all were very happy that we had opportunity and satisfaction of getting 

together at one place and we hope that next year we will be able to meet again. 



 16

BURUNDI 

The 2006 Global Peace Games were organised by SOS Children's Villages Burundi 
jointly with the Burundi Football Federation.  

The daily agenda was made of two great moments that were a demonstration march. 

About four thousand persons took part in this march, including children, youngsters SOS 

staff, the national director of SOS Children’s Villages Burundi, Pascal Bizimana, and the 

minister of youth and sports, Jean Jacques Nyenimigabo who came to enhance the 

valuable activities for the global peace games. The demonstration march took place on 

one of the main thoroughfares of the capital city called Uprona Boulevard, on a two 

kilometre section from the rallying point of the demonstrators to the ground where the 

match had to occur. Messages on streamers and diversified songs contributed to 

expressing joy which the crowd felt on that occasion dedicated to peace. The 

demonstrators have been welcomed to the ground following the rhythm of the Burundian 

drum. It was so resounding that the neighbouring community could only share such joy 

with us. 
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A mini tournament called “tournament of hope” gathered four football teams of primary 

schools, namely ” Ecole Belge, Ecole Indépendante, Michel Archange and the SOS 

Hermann Gmeiner Primary School Bujumbura. The finale was played on n 1
st
 November 

2006, opposing SOS Hermann Gmeiner Primary School and Michel Archange. The 

prescribed time (even the overtime play) ended without any team scoring a goal. Finally, 

it was the SOS Hermann Gmeiner Primary School which won the cup after precision 

firing. 

   

Before proceeding with prize giving, the national director, Pascal Bizimana, spoke to the 

public to recall to what extent peace constitutes an irreplaceable platform as to the 

stability and blossoming of children, in their families and natural milieus. He thanked the 

children and youngsters and parents who had displayed their support, for making the 

journey their own. Special mention has been made to the players for behaving like peace 

pioneers during the match. Furthermore, he invited all the officials who were there to join 

SOS Children’s Villages Burundi in the action of the kind, to strengthen the culture of 

peace and the guarantee of development for all. The Minister of Youth and Sports, Jean 

Jacques Nyenimigabo, has appreciated the initiative to organise those games, and the 

spirit of Fair Play which has characterized the two teams. He has also committed to 

influence his counterparts cabinet members for a more increased participation in the 

future. 



 18

   

During all that time, a group of youngsters was getting signed the manifest for a culture 

of peace, and 2496 signatures were collected. The activities have ended in joy, after 

challenging to stride along in 2007. 

By responding for the second time to such an important invitation related to global peace 

games, SOS Children’s Villages Burundi is taking the lead among other humanitarian 

organisation operating on the spot. So fare, no initiative of the kind has been recorded 

this year. We hope the two experienced events will help increase the number of 

participants in 2007, not only in Bujumbura but also by scaling up the action to other 

towns where SOS Children’s Villages operates. 

 

 

CAMEROON 

For the first time in Cameroon, Play Soccer Cameroon organized Global Peace Games 

for Children and Youth. The 2006 games were organized in the spirit of sport, non-

violence and peace alongside the Rural Women Environmental Association (RWEPA) 
who collaborated to make the event a success. 
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Sponsorship for the event were as follows: 

• RWEPA = 100 USD for entertainment of the participants 

• FECAFOOT Bamenda = FIFA fair play flag 

• The communities also provided the various playing fields for the event and their 

unflinching support. 

• Play Soccer Cameroon has secured a permanent Play Soccer Cameroon Fair Play 

Flag which was hoisted every time before the Global Peace Games Activities 

stated. 

In order to maximize the impact of the games, it was held in four sites within four 

villages—Gunda, Ambo, Batibo and Upper Bessi attended by Play Soccer kids, pupils 

from primary schools and their teachers, children/youths from neighboring communities, 

parents and some representatives from the traditional council. 

In the weeks leading up to the event, Play Soccer and RWEPA Sub-groups from Gunda 

and Bessi communities held multiple training sessions on the themes of the event 

including; teamwork, peace, non-violence, understanding, social cooperation, drama and 

drawing. Also environmental clean up campaigns were carried out witnessing Gunda and 

Upper Bessi children weeding grass while planting new flowers around their schools. 

Ambo kids found it interesting cleaning round their school while younger/older boys 

went looking for poles to repair a broken goal post.  

    

The days, despite the rainy weather, usually began with an opening prayer, singing of the 

Cameroon national anthem, welcome song and march past for peace by children. 

Recitation of the UN manifesto for peace by children, reading of the special messages of 

peace from Mr. Adolf Ogi and Mr. Sepp Blatter, giving the handshake of friendship, tug-

of-war, balloon race, sack race, mini soccer matches refreshments and closing formed 

part of the event. 
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At the site of the first event, Gunda, despite poor climatic conditions due to heavy rains, 

enthusiastic children/ youths were seen ready to march for peace with “keng” (indigenous 

appellation for peace plant) particularly revered by natives in this part of the globe as a 

symbol of peace.            

While Mr. Teke John Fon, Volunteer for Gunda read out the Manifesto to those present, 

Mami Rebecca Edam-coordinator of RWEPA sub-group-Gunda was busy interpreting in 

the native language. Once the circuits had finished all two female teams and male teams 

of children/youths participated in a mass soccer match. 
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CANADA 

Hundreds of young soccer players across 

Canada joined children around the world 

to participate in the 2006 Global Peace 

Games. 

This year the flagship event was held on 

Parliament Hill in Ottawa, in the shadow 

of the Peace Tower. Global Peace Games 

events are also took place across the 

country in over 20 locations, from BC to 

Nunavut to Nova Scotia. 

   

The Games were initiated by SOS Children's Villages Canada, with the assistance of 
their partners, the Canadian Commission for UNESCO and the Canadian Soccer 
Association. The Canadian International Development Agency supported the Games 

through a project called ‘Soccer for Development’ which was launched by SOS 

Children's Villages Canada to engage Canadian children and youth in global issues. 

 

Also in Canada, on October 1st, 2006 students at Pearson College in Victoria, Canada 
celebrated the 2006 Global Peace Games for Children and Youth showing the world their 

commitment to help children in areas of conflict. 
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Students at Pearson College come from over 88 different countries and each attends the 

College on a full-scholarship. John Nsabimama, student organizer of the event and a 

survivor of the Rwandan genocide who grew up in a refugee camp, feels that in many 

ways the Canadian organization Right to Play helped allow him to be a child again after 

such a tragedy and sees the benefit of sport in bringing about healing and development. 

Before attending Pearson College, John worked as a Right to Play coach in his refugee 

camp in Uganda. 

In order to bring students together and create friendship and international understanding, 

a friendly soccer game was played amongst Pearson College students, using a Right to 

Play red ball. Host families of Pearson College also attended this event. A number of 

peace messages that were shared including: a message from the UN special advisor to the 

Secretary General on sports for development and Peace, Mr. Adolf Ogi. Also included 

was a message from the FIFA president. John Nsabimana also read an overview of the 

Right To Play’s mission statement towards improving the lives of children in conflict 

zones through sports for development and Peace. Mohamedek, a refugee from Somalia, 

also shared a message about the culture of Peace and what peace means to him.  

In addition to celebrating the role in establishing peaceful communities, the students 

devoted their time to making some posters with peace messages on them. Signatures for 

the Manifesto for Peace were collected from all students who participated in the event. 

The poster with a manifesto signed by students holds a reminder of the importance of 

Peace amongst the people and their individual communities. Two students exchanged 

their flags as a sign of peace: Mujahed from Palestine and Natan from Israel. This was in 

recognition of the importance of sports as a means of development and peace in areas 

where there are conflicts. The symbolism of this exchanging of flags, and the friendships 

that were created because of it, stand to be an example for the rest of the global 

community. 

After the game, our College director David thanked all the participants for a good game, 

and thanked the volunteers for their work. He also encouraged the students to develop 

respect for each other, regardless of nationalities. In his short speech, he emphasized the 

impact that sports have on refugee children and other children around the world. 

   

John and Ashley, student organizers… 
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      Students from Israel and Palestine exchange flags 
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CAPE VERDE 

SOS Children’s Villages Cape Verde, Assomada. 

 

Match in action 

 

Match in action 
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Female teams in action 

 

Happy to have a medal and a certificate 

    

Receiving a medal and certificate 
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DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO 

SOS Children’s Village, Bukavu 

Les jeux mondiaux pour la paix 2006 en R.D. Congo ont été organisés dans la ville de 

Bukavu du 30 au 31 octobre 2006 et non le 21 et 22 octobre comme vous annoncé dans 

notre première correspondance. Cette ville est située à l’Est de la R.D.Congo, à la 

frontière avec le Rwanda. Il a fallu attendre le début des congés de détentes scolaires pour 

que nos enfants et jeunes soient disponibles pour l’organisation de ces activités. Bien 

plus, le 30 et 31 novembre 2006; le lendemain des élections provinciales et 

présidentielles 2
ème

 tour en R.D. Congo, constituait pour nous, un bon moment pour 

répandre des messages de paix à travers tout le pays. Tout a commencé par une chaîne de 

paix. Par la suite, on est passé à un mot d’ouverture, à la lecture du message du conseiller 

spécial du Secrétaire Général de l’ONU pour le sport, à la lecture du Manifeste de 

l’UNESCO et sa traduction en langue locale (le Kiswahili) pour une meilleure 

compréhension du message et enfin à la signature du Manifeste par les participants. 341 

signatures au total ont été collectées. Toutes ces activités étaient couvertes par la radio 

OKAPI de la Mission d’Observation des Nations Unies au Congo (MONUC) 

 

Ouverture des jeux par la chaîne de paix 

 

Signature du manifeste de la paix 

Pendant ces deux jours, des enfants et jeunes venus du Village d’Enfants SOS d’Uvira, 

du Village d’Enfants SOS de Bukavu, de SACD « Solidarity Action for Children in 

Distress », du Foyer EKABANA (ONG qui encadre des filles présumées sorcières et 

rejetées par leurs familles) et ceux du quartier environnant le Village d’Enfants SOS de 

Bukavu ont participé activement aux manifestations. Ils étaient nombreux, filles et 

garçons, petits et grands au rendez – vous (350 au total). 
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Rassemblement des participants autour du terrain de basketball 

Dans les avant – midi (de 8hoo à 11hoo), les manifestations consistaient à: 

Présenter des jeux variés tels le remplissage des bouteilles en eau, des sauts roulés dans le 

sac. 

Exhiber des chansons et danses (musique congolaise et étrangère, danses folkloriques en 

tenue traditionnelle). 

Déclamer des récitals de poèmes, saynètes, sketches sur la paix, la fin des hostilités, de 

viol et massacres…  dans les coins où sévissent les bandes armées, en R.D. Congo. 

 

Danse folklorique bembe 
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Jeux de remplissage des bouteilles d’eau. 

Dans la mi – journée, entre 11hoo et 17hoo, nous organisions des rencontres sportives 

entre les différentes communautés ou associations participantes (matches de football 

aussi bien féminins que masculins). 

 

Match d’ouverture, filles SOS contre filles SACD 

 

Lancement match de football, Equipe junior SOS contre junior du quartier voisin 
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A la fin des manifestations, tous les participants se sont donnés une poignée de mains 

comme symbole de la paix. Un ballon de football a été remis par le Village d’Enfants 

SOS à chaque équipe comme cadeau symbolique de paix. 

 

Cadeaux symboliques offerts aux équipes participantes par SOS Villages d’Enfants 

 

Remise des cadeaux aux équipes par un jeune SOS 
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GAMBIA 

On Saturday 7
th
 October 2006, SOS Children’s Villages The Gambia hosted a very 

successful Global Peace Games.  For the first time in 6 years the venue was changed 

from the Independent Stadium in Bakau to the Serrekunda West mini stadium of the 

Kanifing Municipal Council in the heart of the Serrekunda / Dippakunda /Manjaikunda / 

Kanifing neighbourhoods. This move allowed the games to get closer to the community, 

gave it warmth and the real local colour and feeling, and draw in a crowd of more than 

400 children and youth. 

   

Four male teams and four female teams (14-20 years) knocked each other out in a 7 A-

side football tournament which started with a curtain raiser match of SOS Children 

Village FC Vs Unity for Kids Academy (7-10 years).  A total of 10 teams participated, 

with each team counting ten players and two officials.  The draw for the teams took place 

at 2:00 witnessed by the team officials, and the Manifesto was signed by the team 

Captains for and on behalf of all the players and officials.  At 3:30 pm the event started 

with the various speeches and addresses; by Oumou Tall (Regional Coordinator for 

FIFA/SOS partnership and National Task Force Team leader), she gave a warm welcome 

to everybody, and to the children and youth, she said: “Today, you are being reminded of 

your global responsibility as human beings and future leaders; you will have the 

responsibility to go back as Ambassadors in your homes, your communities, your schools 

and even abroad across the Gambian boarders, and spread the world of peace, teach the 

attitude and change the mentalities.  But most importantly, it starts with YOU; you have 

to live by example if you want to be credible and successful”.  Lord Francis Gomez 

(Acting Mayor of the Kanifing Municipal Council) who welcomed all the teams, 

officials, spectators in his municipality, reminded the participants of the aim and the 

importance of the Global Peace Games - he said:” One of the most effective local acts for 

peace is friendly competition and fair-play; through competition we bring out the best in 

each other, and by adhering to the rules of the game, we show the best in our shared 

universe of values.  You will depart this arena as friends not foes; this is the enduring 

legacy of the Global Peace Games”. Then he read the 10 commandments of FAIRPLAY, 

the Football Code of Conduct.   
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Mr. Seedy Kinteh (President of the Gambia Football Association) read the message sent 

by Joseph S. Blatter President of FIFA – he said: “In a world full of violence and natural 

disaster, I hope that the Global Peace Games can unite us all, regardless of our roots, 

religion or nationality, around the passion and emotion that sport and recreation provide.  

Football promotes the positive values associated with the game; through its universality, 

our game represents a magnificent opportunity to combat social ills and encourage 

personal and educational development”.  Mr. David W. Bowen (Resident Representative 

of FAO, representing the UN Coordinator in The Gambia) read the message sent by 

Adolf Ogi, Special Advisor to the UN Secretary General on Sport for Development and 

Peace –he said: ”Children and youth, you are our future and I am proud that as young 

people you understand the role you have in making the world a better place. By coming 

together to compete in these Games, you are contributing to peace and tolerance in the 

world.  I join with you in the global handshake of friendship”.  And Honourable Sheikh 

Omar Faye, (Secretary of State for Youth, Sports and Religious Affairs) assured the 

children and youth of H.E. President Jammeh and his government’s support and the 

readiness of his own Department of State to be involved in all activities geared towards 

the development and education of youth and children; he praised the wonderful initiative 

of SOS Children’s Villages and Play Soccer to bring the children and youth together in 

peace and understanding. He talked of Peace in relation to the political, social and 

economic progress making reference to the UN MDG, and the resolve of the Gambian 

government’s Vision 2020; he wished for a peaceful friendly and joyful Global Peace 

Games, and concluded by saying “It is my singular honour, a privilege and a pleasure, to 

declare the Global Peace Games 2006 Open”.  An SOS Child read the pledge which was 

echoed by everyone in the stadium:   
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Then after the whistle blow of the Coordinator FIFA/SOS partnership, the kick-off was 

given in a very unusual fashion, from the Secretary of State to his Permanent Secretary, 

to the President of the Female Referee Committee, to the Mayor of KMC, to the 

Representative of the UN Coordinator, to the President of the Gambia Football 

Association, who finally passed the ball on to an SOS Child who kicked the ball far into 

the field towards his playmates.  The Games started regulated and refereed by members 

of the Gambia National Referees Committee.   

The curtain raiser match (7-10 years old) played for 25mns was incredibly and 

surprisingly technical; we witnessed a show of talent and mastery of the ball that kept 

every body glued to their seat and gasping with astonishment and comments mingled 

with joy.  It was a beauty and a real pleasure to see players so young but yet so mature in 

action; an eye opener on the hidden talent of these young ones.  Once again, Unity for 

Kids Academy took the best on SOS Children’s Village FC with a 1-0 win, and took the 

trophy.  None-the-less, the SOS Children put up an honest, brave and fair fight, and in 

two occasions nearly equalized, but the time was too short to allow them that opportunity. 

The knock-out tournament started with the female matches; both matches played at the 

same time on the width of the field that was divided into two football pitches (all teams 

played with 6 players and 1 goal-keeper, but had 3 replacement players on the bench; and 

each match was played for 25mns 10/5/10); A 7-aside knock-out tournament that is not 

often played in The Gambia and always raises a lot of interest and fun. 

   

    

Despite the fact that we were in the rainy season, the weather also collaborated and kept 

the rains at bay.  The many children that came from all the satellite neighborhoods could 
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be hardly contained and controlled and were running, jumping, talking, screaming, 

blowing whistles, wooing the adversary and cheering for their team.  The mini stadium 

was alive and wrapped in local color and sound, which gave us all a unique good feeling, 

accompanied by the drumming and trumpets of the Gambia Scouts Band.  

The winning female team is Company Ten FC over Interior FC with a 4-3 win at penalty 

kicks.  The winning male team is SOS Bakoteh Estate United FC over YMCA FC with a 

7-6 win at penalty kicks, sudden death situation.  They are the defending champions, and 

will be invited at the 2007 Global Peace Games to defend their title.  At the end of the 

Games, trophies, medals, footballs, and T-shirts were presented.  The beauty of it all is 

that all the participants whether a winner or a looser, went back home with some prizes to 

remind them of the day and their commitment to the culture and the education of non-

violence and peace. 

     

The Global Peace Games became a reality thanks to the valuable participation of our 36 

sponsors and partners. SOS Children’s Villages The Gambia, the children and youth 

sincerely thank all of them for their commitment and wonderful friendship. Our three 

major sponsors in order of importance are Trust Bank Gambia Ltd, Gambega Limited 

(Coca Cola), and Gamcel.  The role of our following partners cannot be over emphasised, 

they are: The Department of State for Youth Sports and Religious Affairs; The UN 

Coordinator in The Gambia, and the Resident Representative of FAO, The Kanifing 

Municipal Council, The Gambia Football Association, The Gambia National Olympic 

Committee, CAF and the Gambia Referees Committee.  Our special thanks and 

appreciation go to the Acting Lord Mayor Francis G. Gomez for his personal 

involvement advises and facilitation for the use of the venue, the Serrekunda West Mini 

Stadium Executive Committee, and all the workers at the stadium.  Thank you all for 

your formidable participation and encouragement.  Until 2007 as we continue to educate 

our children and youth and instill in them the culture of understanding, acceptance, non-

violence, respect and peace; for they are our leaders of tomorrow. 
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GHANA 

PLAY SOCCER GHANA and the SOS Children’s Villages Ghana collaborated to 
spearhead the 2006 Games. The celebration took a new form with an effort to 

decentralize the vision and the aspirations of the Games. The major objective was to 

physically reach as many children, youth and community people with the mission of the 

event. This was done by having the Games take place in 5 locations, 4 of which were 

branded Community Peace Games, and the 5th and final event branded as the National 
Peace Games for Children and Youth. With this approach it was possible for 3 out of 

the 10 regions in Ghana to practically celebrate the GPG. The regions are Greater Accra, 

Eastern and Brong Ahafo. This plan also enabled a lot more development partners at the 

community level to participate. (See list below)  

   

The 4 community peace games took place in Tema Manhean, Ashiaman, the Asiakwa 

SOS Village, Bunso, and Dormaa Ahenkro. The National Peace Games took place at the 

SOS village in Tema.  (See Report on the national event below.) 

    

The events in Manhean and Ashiaman were organized by the Program Managers and the 

Site Managers of PLAY SOCCER GHANA. They reached out to their communities and 

together with other organizations, children and youth they undertook a 2km match 

through the principal streets of the town showing placards with peace messages. After the 

peace march they converged at the community park to play non-competitive soccer, 

signed the Manifesto, did the fair play hand shake, and listened to the messages from the 
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FIFA President and Mr. Adolf Ogi.  These two community events took place on the same 

day, the 23
rd
 September 2006, Manhean from 7am to 11.30am and Ashiaman from 2pm 

to 6pm. 

The community awareness was very successful from the number of spectators who 

followed the march to the soccer matches. Political and Traditional leadership also 

participated in the GPG for the first time. 

The events in the Eastern zone of Ghana were also spearheaded by the PSG team and the 

SOS Villages, and the regional fm station Sunrise Fm located in Koforidua. With this 

arrangement the community games and the message of peace building and non- violence 

reached a lot of households through the power of radio. The Asiakwa event took place on 

Friday the 22
nd
. Five local schools joined SOS Children’s Village Asiakwa and PLAY 

SOCCER to celebrate the day.   It brought together children from different schools in the 

surrounding communities. These schools are Salvation Army school, Roman Catholic 

school, Presbyterian school, Methodist school and the SOS Herman Gmeiner School.  A 

special message from UN was read by Ms. Josephine Asare Nkansah, an SOS girl. Rev 

Kingsley Gyekye, a special guest for the event, followed the UN speech. He emphasized 

the importance of making peace the centre of our actions.  His speech was followed by 

the initiation of the global handshake of friendship amongst all present, both adults and 

children present at the function and the signing of the manifesto. The various disciplines 

that took place were volley ball and football basically. Some children were taught how to 

play both games and various rules that governs both games. 

The event at Bunso was on Sat the 23
rd
 of September. This event attracted personalities 

from the Cocoa Research Institute, the District Education Office, The Sports 

development Office, Religious organizations and the local media. 

On the 30
th
 of September at Dormaa Ahenko in the Brong Ahafo region, ACRO Ghana, a 

local NGO, organized an event to celebrate the GPG. This was the first in the region and 

it has opened a new door for partnership to reach the area with other ideas. ACRO Ghana 

in collaboration with HAND IN HAND International, Classic Friends, Unity Keepfit 

Club and Two fm stations-GIFT FM, & Dormaa Fm played soccer, volley ball. The event 

attracted personalities from the local Hospital, fire Service, and corporate organizations. 
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For the whole month of September the radio stations dedicated a lot time for peace 

discussions. 

The final national event the 2006 Games occurred at the SOS Children’s Village in Tema 

and was spearheaded by the national offices of PLAY SOCCER Ghana and SOS 

Children’s Villages Ghana.  The date was Fri October 13
th
 from 7am to 2pm. (SEE 

REPORT BELOW FROM SOS CHILDREN’S VILLAGE TEMA) 

HOW MANY CHILDREN & SPECTATORS TOOK PART  
LOCATION CHRN SPECTATORS 

Manhean 114 250 

Ashiaman 200 400 

Asiakwa 250 300 

Bunso 300 300 

Dormaa Ahenkro 138 250 

TEMA 700 50 

 

WHAT ACTIVITIES TOOK PLACE COLLABORATORS 
Marathon PLAY SOCCER GHANA 

Soccer SOS Children’s Villages Ghana 

Station games Ministry of Sports, Science & Education 

Cultural Performances & peace songs Ghana Football Association 

Fair Play Hand shake Ghana Broadcasting Corporation 

Street Pre Soccer Tournament Matches   / Unique fm, Sunrise fm 

 with Placards with Peace Inscriptions UNV 

  ACRO Ghana 

  Tema Parents School 

  District education Office East Akyem 

  Talent Network Organization 

  Many community schools 

  Young Black Stars FC 

  Lazio FC 

 

   
 

SOS Children’s Villages and PLAY SOCCER Ghana organized the national event 
in the SOS Children’s Villages Tema on 13

th
 October, 2006.  About 700 children from 

the SOS Hermann Gmeiner School, pupils from Tema Parents Association and children 
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from Play Soccer Manhean and Ashiaman participated in the Tema games.  In all about 

800 children participated in the games in Tema. 

The games were attended by the National Director of SOS Children’s Villages Ghana, 

Mr. Kodjo Mattah.  A retired FIFA referee, Mr. Alex Quartey, was a special guest who 

was chosen to represent both the Ministry of Sports and the Ghana Football Association. 

They read the special message from the United Nations Special Advisor to the Secretary 

General on Sport for Development and Peace and the message from FIFA’s President 

Sepp Blatter on the need for peace and non violence. Two local football stars also graced 

the occasion. 

The SOS school declared the whole day a holiday to celebrate GPG. All the children, and 

their teachers numbering about 40 along with their village mothers joined selected 

children from Manhean, Ashiaman PSG and Tema Parents from a local High School to 

celebrate. What was new this year was a mini marathon for all the children and youth 

present. It is interesting to note how the children all ran hard for peace and completed 

what was dubbed the PEACE MARATHON.  The SOS ladies emerged winners in the 

female soccer games, and the combined PSG male team also emerged winners in the 

male category.  

The Children were led to read the Manifesto and participated in many games which 

included football.  Early in the morning a mini marathon was organized to kick-start the 

games and the children participated with so much enthusiasm. There were both male and 

female teams. The younger children also played other games. 

   

Also this year, the games had an even more interesting and exciting addition.  Selected 

groups of children were given an opportunity to share part of their lives with other 

children from Canada.  The project which was put together by SOS Canada and was 

implemented in Ghana by SOS Children’s Villages Ghana with support from Play 

Soccer. As part of the program, Ghanaian children and the youth will be matched with a 

group of children with similar ages in Canada. Each group received a box and a camera 

to help them describe their experiences. They also wrote to tell their counter pacts about 

themselves and about what the Global Peace Games means to them. Their 

correspondences will be mailed to SOS Canada who will then reply and exchange some 

photos as well. 
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GUINEA 

In order not to miss participating in the Global Peace Games, SOS Children’s Villages 
Guinea on September 23, celebrated the event in a low key manner with two friendly 

football matches male and female, of SOS children versus children from the community.  

The games took place at the SOS Children’s Village sports ground instead of the usual 

municipal stadium; and because of lack of funds and assistance from our usual partners  

the Guinea Football Federation and UNICEF, trophies were not distributed neither to the 

participants nor to the winners.  But it did not stop the children from playing fair, playing 

to win and enjoying themselves. 

 

Before the games started, the Village Director talked to the participants about the role of 

children and youth in making a better future through understanding, tolerance, non- 

violence, friendship and peace building, then he read the message from Adolf Ogi.  The 

Youth Supervisor read the message from Joseph S. Blatter, and an SOS child read the 

Manifesto pledge, which was echoed by all the participants. 

   

The results of the matches are as follows: 

 Male Teams: SOS  vs  Community  3-1 

 Female Teams: SOS  vs  Community  0-1 

The Global Peace Games 2006 were this year organized in a simple manner but did not 

lose anything of its educational power and was fully enjoyed by the children and youth. 
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GUINEA BISSEAU 

From 18 to 21 September, SOS Children’s Villages Guinea Bissau organized a football 
tournament to celebrate the “Global Peace Games 2006”. It took place as usual at the 

“Lino Correia” national stadium where four teams of youth age 18 to 23 years old played 

against one other.   The teams were  

1
st
 Hafia FC, the winner of the tournament, 

2
nd
 Ajohermag,  

3
rd
 Pefine, and  

4
th
 Bairro d’Ajuda; being their positions after the games.    

The games were played in the spirit of fairplay, friendship and non violence, and the 

culture of peace was well transmitted and well observed. 

   

The National Director gave the opening remarks and reminded all the participants the 

reason for these games, and their ultimate responsibility as future leaders and actors in 

society.  These words were not only for the players, but for all the collective of children, 

youth and adult that gathered in the stadium: SOS Children and Youth, SOS Staff, the 

many spectators from the community and official partners amongst whom Mr. Francisco 

da Costa, Representative of the National Olympic Committee, all of whom came to 

celebrate this day with SOS Children’s Villages Guinea Bissau.   

The organizing committee did a very good work and were congratulated and encouraged 

to do even better in subsequent years as more positive innovations are foreseen for the 

celebration of the Global Peace Games 2007. 
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KAZAKHSTAN 

A mini-football tournament took place under the aegis of the Global Peace Games and 

with the purpose to demonstrate the power of sport for peace building, on the 24
th
 of 

September, 2006  in the capital of Kazakhstan, Astana City, on the football field of one of 

the city schools.  

Football teams from 26 city schools, youth clubs and SOS Children’s Village Astana 
were invited to join this event. Total number of children and youth were about 200 people 

aged from 10 till 16. Each team was wearing their own uniform with logos of their 

schools. 

      

The football tournament was supported by the authorities of Astana City: three local 

members of Chamber of Deputies-T. Omurzakov, A. Kim, M. Amanbayev. They 

provided awards to the winners, and took direct part in signing the Manifesto for Peace 

drafted for UNESCO by Nobel Peace Laureates.  

The Manifesto was written in Russian.  Almost all 200 children, guests and authority 

representatives signed a banner on which a Manifesto was printed.  

   

The letter from Adolf Ogi was presented by the National Director of Corporate 

Foundation “SOS Children’s Villages Kazakhstan”, Mr. B. Djenalayev. The Manifesto 

itself was read out by the local member of Chamber of Deputy, Mr. A. Kim, who is at the 

same time one of the main sponsors of children’s organizations and “SOS Children’s 

Village Astana” in particularly. The banner was left under the care of “SOS Children’s 

Village Astana” as a reminder for the children as their engagement towards peace.    
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After the Adolf Ogi speech and signing of the Manifesto the teams were asked to play a 

fair game and demonstrate their engagement to gamesmanship by shaking hands before 

the match.  

Three teams which got first three places were awarded with Challenge Cups, other teams 

were given additional prizes, but the award for everyone was the feeling of happiness and 

friendship.  

Representatives of local and republican mass media having visited this event, published 

wonderful articles in printed editions of the region, getting acquainted the local society 

with the Global Peace Games movement. Post tournament, each organization was 

thanked for their participation and sent a photograph from the tournament.    

   

 

 

KENYA 

The Games were held in Nairobi in Kahawa Soweto slums, which has a capacity of three 

hundred thousand residents.  The Kahawa West Youth Group organized the Games. 

Although Matharae Youth Sport Association (MYSA) in Nairobi did not participate in 

the Games due to their busy schedule, the author of this report and coordinator of the 

Games is one of the senior volunteers of MYSA and a member of the community service 

council. 

A one-month tournament was organized for the 

under sixteen years age group and attracted a lot of 

fans from the community. The tournament was 

played from 1st of Oct. to 30th Oct. The majority 

of the teams that participated came from the 

children homes, rehabilitation centres, schools and 

from street children. 40 Teams participated of 

which:. 

 Boys teams-36. 

 Girls teams-4. 

84 matches were played 
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ACHIEVEMENTS:  The biggest achievement  was that all the teams that were invited 

turned up. Two warring communities were united. We also sensitized the youths on the 

risk of drugs and substance abuse, HIV/AIDS, and the biggest issue, on tribalism, since 

our country has many tribes. Also we promoted soccer for peace initiative and organized 

a curtain raiser match for persons who are mentally challenged. 

   

CHALLENGE: The greatest challenge was that we were operating within a zero budget, 

and that we lacked equipments: balls, uniforms, whistles, prizes for the winners.  

CONCLUSION: The community is asking if we can initiate such a programme to stay for 

a period of time, since they were excited.!  

 

 

KYRGYZSTAN 

In September 28, the Global Peace Games 2006 took place at SOS Hermann Gmiener 

School Bishkek.  It has become tradition to hold the Global Peace Games each year as an 

opportunity for our children and youth along with other schools to demonstrate their role 

in the mission of friendship and peace.  The Global Peace Games were minifootball 

matches. There were 4 guys' team and 4 girls team with 10 participants in each.  

The SOS girls' team showed good preparation as real players of football and won the 

victory among their competitors.   

The guys' team had a stubborn struggle and contended for the cup against school #74.  

Till the end of a play it was not clear who would be the winner. At the end, the SOS guys 

became the owners of final cup. Other rivals (defeated teams) were not upset because 

they really enjoyed making friends and the pleasure of the game rather than competition.  
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Girls team Guys team 

1 place – SOS H. Gmeiner school 1 place - SOS H. Gmeiner school 

2 place – school.36 2 place – school 74 

3 place – school 88 3 place – school 36 

4 place – school.74 4 place – school 88 

 

 

We hope that next year’s Global Peace Games will be held on a high level with the 

participation of other country sport teams.  
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LIBERIA 

The celebration of The International Day of Peace in Liberia was a great success. Right 
to  Play (RTP) proved to be capable of organizing large scale mobilization events. Three 

RTP–sponsored events took place in Barnersville Estate, Stephen A. Tolbert Estate and in 

Central Monrovia, Liberia reaching more than a thousand children and youth in the 

country. Together with other organizations all over the world we celebrated the 

International Day of Peace on the 21 September 2006. To provide a Global Link between 

the different sites three activities were held during all three events. These activities were 

the signing of the Manifesto for Peace, reading the special message of the United Nations 

and the Handshake of Peace.  

Monrovia--International Day of Peace at the Sports Commission and ATS 
(Antoinette Tubman Stadium) 

RTP played a significant role in the afternoon program in which Mr. David Sombie 

presented the Manifesto for Peace drafted for UNESCO by Nobel Peace Laureates to His 

Excellency Mr. Joseph Boakai, Vice-President of Liberia. The Manifesto was signed by 

official guests present, participants and people of Liberia. Ten volunteers including the 

Children’s Parliament and RTP coaches, collected signatures and asked participants for 

their comments on this International Day of Peace through the Manifesto for Peace. Mr. 

David Sombie encouraged people present at the ATS to exchange a handshake of 

friendship, a gesture that can extend the message of global friendship and the culture of 

peace and non-violence. 

   

RTP provided jerseys and football boots for the players of the Christian Association of 

the Blind. This team played a friendly match against Group of 77 Centre for Disabled. 

RTP provided Group of 77 with jerseys. 
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Stephen A. Tolbert Estate:  RTP /LIYONET Kickball and Football Tournament  
RTP actively engaged youth-oriented organizations such as the Liberian Youth Network 

(LIYONET) and in cooperation with LIYONET organized a Kickball and Football 

Tournament on the 21 September 2006 celebrating the International Day of Peace. The 

program started with a parade at the Well Hairston High School in Chicken Soup Factory 

Community in which the eight males (under 14) football teams and four girl kickball 

teams participated.  
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International Day of Peace in Barnersville 

The Global Peace Games in Barnersville Estate was an initiative of six RTP coaches 

living within both Barnersville Estate and New Georgia Estate. The Global Peace Games 

involved both an indoor and outdoor program that included a total number of 300 

children mainly living within the Estates. The indoor program included the reading of the 

special message from the United Nations special representative Mr. Adolf Ogi and the 

Handshake of Friendship.  The outdoor program included a kickball and football 

tournament in which ten youth teams (under 16) from within the Estates competed 

against each other. During the day RTP coaches organized specific activities related to 

the Red Ball Child Play Games in particular the Blue Peace Ball which represents the 

social aspect of development of children in terms of their relationship with their peers, 

family, community and nature. 

On the International Day of Peace the Country Manager Mr. David Sombie was 

interviewed by several radio stations that showed interest. A daily newspaper printed a 

picture of the friendly match between Group of 77 (Centre for children and youth with 

disabilities) and the Christian Association of the Blind. 

Annex A: 

Total Number of Children/Youth reached: 900 

International Day of Peace at Sports Commission and ATS, Monrovia, Liberia 300 

Stephen A. Tolbert Estate, Monrovia, Liberia 300 

Barnersville Estate, Monrovia, Liberia 300 

Total Number of Spectators (including all three events): 1900 

Total Number of signatures obtained on the Manifesto:  1  

International Day of Peace at Sports Commission and ATS, Monrovia, Liberia 633 

Stephen A. Tolbert Estate, Monrovia, Liberia 394 

Barnersville Estate, Monrovia, Liberia 156 

Total Number of Local organizations involved in the Global Peace Games: 7 

 
Barcelona FC Youth Club 

Liberian Youth Network (LIYONET) 
Group of 77 (Centre for children and youth with disabilities) 

Christian Association of the Blind 
Children’s Parliament Liberia 

Chicken Soup Factory Community Youth Drama Group 
Stephen A. Tolbert Recreation Committee 
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MACEDONIA 

Football Friends Balkan, Skopje ( Macedonia/Serbia/Bosnia) 

 

 

MALAWI 

PLAY SOCCER Malawi organized the Games at the end of year of the 2006 program 

with two community sites in Blantyre,  on the 16
th
 December at Ndirande , at the Makata 

Primary School football ground, and on the 18
th
 December in Banwe at the Naizi Primary 

School football ground. 

The whole show started with educational presentations on themes of the event, which 

included reading the UN and FIFA messages, signing of the UN Manifesto and to seal the 

day, the handshake of friendship. Workshops with Children, Volunteers and 

Communities on Fairplay; Peace; Non Violence and Prevention of Diseases and 

Abstinence filled the morning activities. There was a visual presentation on preventing 

diseases such as HIV/AIDS; Malaria and Tuberculosis; Immunization through games 

played by children together with Volunteers coaches and Youth leaders. The following 

topics were covered: 

On Health Activities 

Health Development 

HIV/Dodge 

Immunization 

Find the ball 

Fact-Nonsense 

On Social Activities : 

Peaceful Solution 

Equal Opportunities 

Sharing the Place  

Support Others 

Helping My Environment  

On Soccer Games: 

5 aside to 11 aside games 

Teams were given different names for 

example KICKING OUT HIV/AIDS; IMMUNIZATION; RED CARD TO MALARIA 

AND YELLOW CARD TO TB etc. each team had its supporters and the games were 

played on knock out basis.  The Games were intended to educate children that learning 
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life skills through sport is an ideal school of life---- accepting results, winning and losing; 

learning key values such honesty, discipline, fair play, respect for oneself and others, and 

playing to the instructions/rules of the game. It teaches us the generosity to accept that 

one can lose without losing one’s honour and that winning is through team work. 

By giving different names to the teams, the intent was to empower children to support 

their teammates, learn and understand facts about HIV/AIDS, STD, Malaria, 

Tuberculosis while having fun and talking about killer diseases that are claiming a lot of 

children and youth in our country.  

   

   

Poems were recited encouraging children to follow up what they have learnt from lessons 

and to catalyze artistic power with their understanding and concerns about HIV/AIDS; 

Malaria and Tuberculosis plus littering of the environment. 

At the end, Children, Parents and Communities got involved in signing the Manifesto 

with 3500 signatures collected. How beautiful it is to have peace!       

Quote “History has sufficiently proved that peace is not just the absence of war. The 
absence of the war is a point of departure, a condition-sine qua non to live together in 
peace, lets start with education and development of our children” President Wade  
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MALI 

Right to Play and SOS Children's Villages each organized the Global Peace Games at 

separate venues.  

 

Right to Play held the games at the Community 

Football field and Basketball court, Quinzambougou, 

Region of Bamako, Mali on September 21. 

Participants included Target Group of 40 children 

from the partner organisation Caritas Mali and 160 
children from the partner organisation Enda Tiers 
Monde. Objectives were to reach 200 children from 

across Bamako through the partner organisations; to 

evolve the children’s understanding of peace and 

peaceful behaviours, and how these fit into their 

lives; and to raise community awareness of the services provided by Right To Play and 

by partner organisations for children in disadvantages areas. 

Summary of Event: 

Two play sessions were held for the children during the morning and afternoon of 

September 21
st
, during which the children played Blue Peace Ball games from Right To 

Play’s Red Ball Child Play Module. In the afternoon, honoured guests and local 

authorities were invited to speak to the children and the community about peace. Among 

the honoured guests was Fatoumata Sangaré, the President of the Children’s Parliament, 

who read Mr. Ogi’s message accompanied with her own remarks concerning peace in the 

lives of Malian children. The master of ceremonies explained how the day’s events were 

meant to help evolve the children’s understanding of peace and peaceful behaviour in 

their lives, and a group of children from each community centre presented the guests with 

a skit and musical choreography that shared a theme of peace that they had developed 

over a period of two weeks. The day closed with a symbolic handshake that the child 

actors had incorporated into their skit; they invited all those present to join hands in 

peace.  

Highlights: 

• Children and animateurs enjoyed themselves; 

• Animateurs understood the objectives of the Blue Peace Ball Games, and were 

able to develop these objectives with the children throughout the day; 

• Partner organisations Caritas Mali and Enda Tiers-Monde collaborated to 

organise the event; 

• The event integrated children from communities across Bamako from both of the 

above mentioned structures (street children as well as children coming from 

particularly poor neighbourhoods played together); 
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• The Skit was a wonderful way to involve the children in the process of 

understanding peace, it also involved the children who watched the performance 

and community members in the audience; 

• Representatives of Ministry of Social Affairs (Ministère de la promotion de 

l’enfant et de la famille) at the national and regional level addressed the 

community. 

  

Right To Play Coach Kadi Kodio of Banconi community center chats with kids about 

the importance of the modified rules of mini-football for peace that they played earlier.  

 

A mixed team of children from Bakaribougou community centre and the 

Quinzambougou drop in centre for street children give the Camera thumbs up after 

detangling themselves from “the human knot”. 
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Media: 

• Three members of the organising committee (two animateurs and one RTP staff 
member) appeared on a popular radio show before the event (30 minutes); 

• Four local media (written press) attended the event;  

• Several articles were published:  

• Two articles strictly on Right To Play: Le Public and L’Indicateur du renouveau 
(September 21

st
) 

• Three articles about the event: Le Match (September 21
st
), Les Échos (September 

25
th
) and Nouvelle Libération (September 26

th
) 

Quotes:  

« Pour le commun des mortels, ces jeux semblent futiles, alors qu’ils contribuent 

réellement à l’épanouissement des enfants» 

”For the lay person, these games may appear unimportant, while they really contribute 

to children’s growth. “ 

 - Baba Cissouma, Malian journalist (Le Match / BBC Afrique) 

« Le sport peut faire ce que nul autre peut faire: rassembler tous les peuples sans 

distinction aucune »  

”Sport can accomplish what nothing else can: bring all nations together without any 

discrimination” 

 - Fatou Camara, Right To Play Mali Athlete Ambassador  

« Nous sommes des enfants, mais nous sommes les acteurs principaux de la promotion de 

la paix » 

”We are children, but we are the main leaders in the promotion of peace” 

 - Fatoumata Sangaré, President of the Malian Children’s Parliament  

  

Teams from Sabalibougou and from Quinzambougou drop in centre work together to 

make it across the field in a two legged race.  
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SOS Childrren's Village Mali 

Les Jeux Mondiaux de la Paix 2006 ont été organisés au Mali par les Villages d’Enfants 
SOS de Sanankoroba et Socoura/Mopti ainsi que les jeunes des foyers SOS. L’activité 
centrale était une fois de plus le football qui draine chaque année un plus grand nombre 

de jeunes, adeptes et fans. 

Le 10 septembre, la 4
ème

 édition des Jeux Mondiaux de la Paix de SOS Villages d’Enfants 

du Mali commença au stade Mamadou Konaté de Bamako en présence du président de 

l’association, de personnalités et représentants de nos partenaires. Cet événement a 

coïncidé avec la fin d’une formation en football et d’une sensibilisation sur le VIH/SIDA 

des jeunes de la commune de Sanankoroba avec nos enfants. Le coup d’envoi fut donné 

pour le premier match de finale des enfants. Après la remise de médailles aux victorieux, 

deux jeunes lurent le message de Mr. Adolf Ogi -Conseiller auprès du Secrétaire Général 

des Nations Unies sur «le Sport pour le Développement et la Paix»-. Un match de 

football a ensuite opposé les jeunes de la commune de Sanankoroba et nos enfants. Après 

la signature du Manifeste, l’on procéda au lancement de la Colombe de la Paix. 

  

Le 21 septembre, saine détente et rencontres entre jeunes sur le terrain de football de 

Torokorobougou. Des compétitions ont eu lieu en présence du directeur national, de ses 

collaborateurs et du personnel encadrant de nos jeunes. Egalement, étaient avec nous, 

l’équipe d’accompagnement des jeunes de ENDA Tiers Monde, la presse écrite, des 

invités du quartier de Torokorobougou où siègent le Bureau National et le foyer SOS des 

jeunes. Un match de football entre nos jeunes et ceux de ENDA Tiers Monde fut suivi de 

la signature du Manifeste puis d’une soirée dansante pour clôturer cette journée 

mémorable. 
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Le 23 septembre, c’est sur le terrain de Mopti que s’est déroulée la 4
ème

 édition des Jeux 

de la Paix en présence du premier
 
adjoint au maire de Mopti, du directeur régional de la 

Jeunesse et des Sports, de représentants de partenaires et ONG, des mères et tantes SOS. 

Au programme, match de football entre l’équipe SOS du Village et une équipe du CMB 

(Centre Maliano-Belge), signature du Manifeste, mini bal qui a uni au sein de notre 

village, dans la joie et la fraternité, nos enfants ainsi que leurs amis des environs. 

 

 

 

MEXICO 

We are very happy to inform you that in September we enjoyed again celebrating the 

Global Peace Games! This is the sixth consecutive year in which several SOS Children’s 

Villages from Central America, Mexico and the Caribbean region (i.e. Mexico, and 

Nicaragua) organized these games. 

The Global Peace Games 2006 celebrate the International Day of Peace and the FIFA 

Fair Play Day. All children were excited with these games, not only due to the fact of 

taking part in the different sport activities, but also because they had the opportunity of 

seeing their friends of other villages, schools and children of the community as well. All 

had a lot of fun; they shared time and demonstrated that through the universal language 

of sport they can share their experiences as part of a global community. 

Sport is a way of promoting peace among human beings and these Games are also a 

perfect opportunity for children and youth to demonstrate their core role in the mission of 

global friendship and peace. We have to remember that the 2001-2010 decade has been 

declared by the United Nations for a Culture of Peace and Non-violence. 
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SOS CHILDREN’S VILLAGE HUEHUETOCA: “We meet again” were the words of 

Miguel of SOS Children’s Village México when he arrived to the SOS Children’s Village 

Huehuetoca and met his friend Pablo, with whom last year he competed in these Global 

Games, but he did not compete for friendship, because for this there is no competition. 

On September 23 of this year the Global Peace 

Games were celebrated in Mexico, being host of 

this event SOS Children’s Village Huehuetoca 

(Huehuetoca Municipality, Mexico State). As 

honour guests we had children from SOS 

Children’s Village Mexico and a football team of 

the Primary School of the same municipality. 

The event was inaugurated by the national 

director, Mr. Jaime J. López Mejía. He thanked 

the presence of all the children and emphasized 

that this event is made under the spirit of the 

United Nations for a “Culture of Peace and Non-

Violence”. Also some minutes were taken to read 

the words of Mr. Adolf Ogi, who is the Special 

Advisor to the United Nations Secretary General 

on Sport for Development and Peace, Under 

Secretary General, emphasizing that: “Sport is a school for ideal life, it teaches on the 

importance of key values, such as honesty, discipline, fair play, self-respect and respect 

for the others, as well as for the rules. Sports teach us lessons for life, for life in a 

competitive society, but peaceful and human.” 

Ending with the protocol part of the event and noticing the remarkable excitement of all 

children to begin with the competition in the different disciplines of football, basketball 

and board games, the teams began to be built, having a total of four teams of girls and 

four teams of boys for basketball and football games. The whole first day was for 

eliminatory games through a register of won games, lost games and tied games. This way 

the teams with larger score were selected, giving them the opportunity to go to the next 

phase, which was to be celebrated the next day. 

When it was time for the final games, there was a game for the first and second place and 

another one for the third and fourth place, according to the table position. On this same 

day the winners had to be declared. There were groups of cheerleaders that sung different 

cheers that motivated the players to make an effort to achieve victory. 
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There were also ping-pong and table football games for boys and girls who did not 

belong to any team. These games were also full of enthusiasm and emotion to win the 

mini tournament. All the winning teams were awarded with a big trophy and medals. We 

have to thank the persons who donated them and contributed to give this emotion proper 

of every competence. For the participants it was a large satisfaction to receive those 

trophies and medals. 

José, who was a winner, says: “It is an honour to receive a trophy. It feels padre (“cool”) 
– as children say – because I made a big effort and I was very enthusiastic and above all I 

feel love and respect for my friends and the new friends that I found, without caring if 

they are competitors or not”. It is for sure that in these Global Peace Games large 

friendships are born and they will last for ever. 

A large elotiza (eating of corn) was organized to close this event in SOS Children’s 
Village Huehuetoca when the awarding was over. All participants enjoyed it and 

continued with the party until late in the afternoon. 

When saying good-bye, all children embraced fraternally and they promised friendly 

rematch for the next year. 
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MOROCCO 

Dans nos 3 Villages d’Enfants SOS du Maroc, les Jeux Mondiaux 2006 de la Paix ont été 

célébrés. 

Au Village de Dar Bouazza, notre rendez-vous annuel de la PAIX nous a donné 
l’occasion de sensibiliser un maximum d’enfants aux valeurs de paix et d’associer le 

voisinage à la promotion de ces valeurs. Avec toujours comme slogan «COURIR POUR LA 

PAIX», la 4
ème

 édition du cross country a réuni nos enfants, ceux de nos programmes 

d’éducation non formelle ainsi que les enfants habitant dans les douars voisins, ayant 

entre 6 et 12 ans. Le samedi 23 septembre, dans les méandres du Village d’Enfants SOS 

de Dar Bouazza ils ont couru et concouru pacifiquement. Quant au Lieu de Vie qui 
accueille des adultes aux besoins spécifiques, les Jeux de la Paix y ont été l’objet 

d’attraction de jeunes enfants et adultes internes et externes, entourés du personnel SOS 

ainsi que de partenaires du centre Nour national de rééducation & kinésithérapie pour 

Handicapés, de médecins et des élèves de l’école de l’éducation nationale Oulad Azzouz. 

Des activités culturelles et sportives sur le thème « Vivons tous en paix » ont occupé dans 

une ambiance fraternelle tout ce monde et animé le Lieu de Vie de Dar Bouazza… Un 

exemple de tolérance et d’acceptation de la différence.  

A l’école SOS Hermann Gmeiner d’Aït Ourir, la Journée du 21 septembre s’est 

déroulée dans une ambiance artistique avec des projections, exposés, débats, lectures de 

poèmes, concours de dessin et chants sur le thème de la Paix; également des tournois de 

football ont eu lieu. A la fin, les meilleurs et vainqueurs ont reçu avec joie les prix qui 

leur étaient destinés. 
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Au Village d’Enfants SOS d’Imzouren, nous avons, du 20 au 22 septembre, organisé au 

jardin d’enfants, un concours de dessin et une animation de radio scolaire; par ailleurs, un 

match de football a réuni les écoliers de l’école Hermann Gmeiner. Le 23 septembre, nos 

enfants ont participé à une compétition d’athlétisme avec ceux d’une association locale 

Noujoum Rif. Tous les enfants ont pris très au sérieux leur rôle en tant qu’acteurs de la 

Paix.  
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MOZAMBIQUE 

Mozambique, September 27, 2006 - In honour of the International Day of Peace, the 

Right To Play Coaches in Mozambique organized many Global Peace Game events for 

children in their community.  

The Xai Xai community came together to participate in three Peace events around the 

city reaching close to 1000 children. Right To Play Coaches, with help from parents and 

community volunteers organized activities aimed to celebrate peace and teach life-skills 

such as team-work, cooperation, and fair play.  

  

The Global Peace Games in Xai Xai consisted of a two and a half hour circuit of 

activities including Blue Peace Ball Games, volleyball, friendly football, and signing the 

Global Peace Banner.  

  

Games included, the Stones in the Bucket Game, Fall and Freeze Game (bean bags on the 

head, freeze and wait for help when it falls), the Human Knot Game, and a three-legged 

Race. 
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Xai Xai Global Peace Games: 

• Saturday in Chongoene community: 400 children; 18 coaches; 4 volunteer cooks 

from local community center. 

• Monday in Ndambine community: 350 children; 15 coaches; 3 coaches’ Mom’s 

cooked lunch. 

• Monday in Chicumbane community: 220 children; 11 coaches; 6 community 

members cooked lunch. 

The Coaches of Right To Play Mozambique are not done celebrating Peace Day yet. 

The Coaches in Inhaca and Matola have Global Peace Game events planned for later this 

week! 

 

 

NICARAGUA 

At the SOS HERMANN GMEINER SCHOOL ESTELÍ the Global Peace Games 

2006 for children and youth started on September 16
th
 with the effort of students, 

programme co-workers, parents and students of other schools. Activities were held in two 

sections: 

Education and report: Millennium Development Goals and the Manifesto were the theme 

of talks, discussions and murals referred to each grade and section where the students 

were compromised to: Respect all life, reject all violence, share with others, listen to 

understand, preserve the planet, and contribute to the development of the community. 

Recreation and sport: On October 5
th
 there was a bicycle trip with the participation of 400 

bicyclers; among them were students, parents and teachers with the company of the 

police, the Red Cross and fire-fighters. Our compromise with the culture of peace and 

non-violence was divulgated through loudspeakers. Taking into account that sport unites 

people and communities, we invited twelve teams of city schools. For two days there 

were football games and there was much participation and exchange of ideas. The 

participants enjoyed sport and at the end they shook hands as symbol of peace and 

harmony. 

Likewise, there were feminine and masculine handball and softball games organized. 

There was always a peace, respect, harmony and tolerance atmosphere among children 

and youth. 

It was an open doors day with students, parents, community, comic games, cultural 

exchange and tasting of delicious dishes and drinks. As hosts of the Global Peace Games 
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we gave recognition diplomas to the schools that participated with us, establishing with 

this our friendship for ever. 

 

  

SOS CHILDREN’S VILLAGE JUIGALPA 

All athletes with their trainers were present at the appointment at the foreseen hour. They 

were very excited and full of happiness. They had very clear the goals of the meeting: 

world peace will not be put in danger. 

SOS Children’s Village Juigalpa had the honour of organising for the fifth consecutive 

time the Global Peace Games. This occasion allowed us to establish once again the 

contacts with our community and above all, to compromise our children so that they will 

not allow any more violence in any of their environments. The violence generated by 

mass media during the development of the electoral campaign, left the humble population 

temporarily divided. After these harmful images, we made the invitation to the games. 

Our activity began with a solemn mass guided by the priest of the community. Before 

beginning with their sport tasks children were in contact with our Lord Jesus. In this act 

the priest urged the athletes to play in the frame of respect to the rules and exhorted the 

teams, so that the best win and so that the ones who lost understand that they only lost in 

the field, because they had won before a space in the heart of children and of the persons 

who were present in the event. 
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The children of our village, as well as the children, adolescents and youths of six 

neighbourhoods of Juigalpa expressed their deep conviction towards peace and non-

violence in their different expressions. 

5 soccer teams and eight teams of minor games took part in the Games. During seven 

hours they gave their best to be the winners. There was a notorious participation of the 

supporters. The participants who could not win demonstrated to be very good athletes, 

and they won the applause of the public who recognized at every moment their courage 

and sport discipline. 

At the beginning, the participants listened to the programme to be followed and the 

different events and categories to participate in. A girl from our village began with the 

SOS prayer. Then the dance group made two presentations 

Afterwards, the minor games were played and the first finalists were selected. Youths 

who play soccer began the first league named “Global Peace Games”. This league was 

played during all October to select the finalists. FIFA made a donation of a sport uniform 

that was worn for the first time this day. 

Finally, all participants crowded to listen with full attention and reflection to the 

Manifesto for Peace. It was read by Jacob Rodríguez, prominent sport activist of the 

department and, very proudly, youth leader of the male community of our SOS 

Children’s Village. 

At the end, all participants were organized in rows and they orderly signed the Manifesto. 

They ratified what initially they had heard in the inaugural act and what they have 

demonstrated in the games. The Teachers had a notorious participation as trainers and 

sport volunteers. They supported us by being referees and writing down the scores. 

Finally, we want to thank the sponsors that made possible that the winning teams 

received trophies and medals. 

 

 

NIGERIA 

Royal International Football Foundation, Abuja 
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PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES 

SOS Children’s Village Bethlehem (SOS Bethlehem) participated in the Global Peace 

Games for the fourth year in a row. The games were held August 25 – 31, 2006. SOS 

Bethlehem received the approval of the local Sports Federation to host the Global Peace 

Games. On August 19 a preparation and information meeting was held at SOS Bethlehem 

to discuss the Global Peace Games, its principles, and the week long program. The 

program was defined to include football for U16, and U13, table tennis, volleyball, 5km 

marathon race, and partner/cooperation games. On August 22 a final preparatory meeting 

was held among the participating clubs.  

Friday August 25, 2006 marked the first day of the Global Peace Games 2006. The week 

began with a short introduction on Global Peace Games and the Pledge of Peace 

Manifesto. A football tournament was held for U16 youth, 12 clubs participated with a 

total of 200 players and around 200 spectators. The tournament ran from 9am to 7pm. 

The champion round was between SOS Children’s Village and Husan Youth Club- the 

final match was postponed for the final day.  

  

On Saturday August 26, 2006 the 5km marathon race was held with a total of 40 

participants. There was great cooperation with the Bethlehem Police and the Palestinian 

Red Crescent society. The event was a huge success with many participating and 

watching.  

Sunday August 27, 2006 hosted the U13 football tournament. A total of eight clubs 

participated with around 160 players and 200 spectators. The champion game was to be 

between SOS Children’s Village and Husan Youth Club to be played the last day of the 

week.  

A table tennis tournament was held on Monday August 28, 2006. A total of 10 clubs 

participated with 25 players. Bethlehem Islamic Club took first place with Ibdaa’ coming 

in both second and third place.  

Tuesday August 28, 2006 hosted the volleyball tournament. Six clubs participated with a 

total of 60 players. Beit Sahour Orthodox Club took first place with Bethlehem Islamic 

Club coming in second. The games were lively and well spirited. 
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Wednesday August 29, 2006 we hosted partnership/cooperation games that were able to 

include children and youth of all ages and genders. These games consisted of: a sack 

race, three legged race, ballon race, among other fun and lively games. A total of five 

clubs participated with some 200 participants of all ages. These games were fun, showed 

the importance of team work, and brought many smiles to the faces of both participants 

and spectators.  

  

The closing ceremony was held of Thursday August 30, 2006. The closing day hosted the 

last two final football matches for both U16 and U13 youth. The SOS Children’s Village 

came in first place for the U16 age group and Husan Youth Club came in first place for 

the U13 age group. The peace slogans were read again and signature collected for the 

Manifesto of Peace. Palestinian Folklore and Debkah (a dance) were performed by 

Handala Center. A speech was given by the Village Deputy Director and the organizer of 

the week. All were thanked for their participation in such a successful week.  

The following clubs participated in the Global Peace Games 2006 hosted by and in SOS 

Bethlehem: SOS Children’s Village Clubs, Catholic Action Club, Ibdaa’, Husan Youth 

Club, Doha Club, Marah Mo’ala Club, Malha Club, Beit Jala Orthodox Club, Beit Sahour 

Orthodox Club, Alsalzian Club, Karimizan Club, Wadi Fukeen Club, Wadi Rahal Club, 

Ta’amreh Youth Club, Bethlehem Islamic Club, Za’tara Club, Handalah Center.  

Special thanks to the Bethlehem Police and the Palestinian Red Crescent Society for their 

cooperation and assistance.  

The total week count of visitors and players was around 1000. The total number of 

signatures collected was 787. 
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RUSSIA 

On the 14
th
 of October a friendly match between the teams of Russian and Belarusian 

SOS Children’s Villages took place. Russian, Belarusian and SOS flags flew at the 
administrative office (SOS CV Borovlyany) 

The match was dedicated to the Global Peace Games 

to promote sport for development and peace.  

Three mini-football teams from the Russian SOS 

Villages Tomilino, Lavrovo and Pushkin came 

together to Belarus, to SOS Children’s Village 

Borovlyani to take part in the match for friendship, 

peace, cultural understanding and non-violence.  

The Russian National SOS team had been formed in 

March 2006 during the tournament organized by the Russian Football Association. The 

idea occurred to organize a friendly international match, and as SOS Russia has a long 

and successful experience of sports cooperation with SOS Belarus, it was decided to 

carry out the match in a Belarusian CV.  

 

It was the first real autumn frosty day; the grass was covered with hoarfrost. The football 

players and the fans were so excited that they didn’t care about the cold. Both teams 

aligned along the field. The director of SOS Children’s Village Borovlyani Valery 

Mikhalevich read out the message from the FIFA President Joseph S. Blatter with the 

words of support and wishes of good competition. The massage was greeted with storm 

of applause.  

The team captains exchanged pennons and shook hands. The referee blew a whistle and 

the game started. The youngsters of the both teams demonstrated well -coordinated play, 

friendship and team spirit. Nobody of the young players kept off the game and each of 

them tried to make a contribution to the victory. 
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The team of SOS Russia got the victory but the defeated team was not upset because the 

children made friends among the rivals and it was the fight of friends and not 

competitors.  

All of the participants were given memorable medals and SOS flags. After the match the 

children together with their pedagogues planted 4 little fir-trees (according to the quantity 

of the SOS Villages that took part in the match).  

  

  

The Manifesto for Peace was placed in the hall of the administrative office. All the 

participants of the match, village inhabitants and their friends got the opportunity to add 

their voices for peace to thousands of voices from all over the world. We collected 214 

signatures.  
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RWANDA 

Right To Play Rwanda and SOS Children’s’ Village in Kigali worked together to 
celebrate International Peace Day 2006 together by organizing Global Peace Games for 

more than 600 children in Kigali, Rwanda. 

Date: 23 September 2006 

Location: SOS Children’s Village in Kigali, RWANDA 

Organized by:  Right to Play Rwanda, National Office of SOS Children’s Villages in 

Rwanda, SOS Primary School in Kigali 

Participants: 660 children from the SOS Primary School and Children’s Village in Kigali. 

Program of activities: 

8 - 8.30: Set up and meeting time for all the participants 
8.30 - 9: Presentation of the day by the Director of SOS Primary School 

  Word of introduction by Right to Play Team Leader 

  Reading of Adolf Ogi’s message in French to the participants 

  Reading of the Peace Manifesto in Kinyarwanda 

9 - 11: Games and activities, featuring Right To Play games from the Red Ball 

Child Play module 

11 - 12: Football game between 2 teams of children 

  Signature of the banner with the Peace Manifesto 

12 - 12.30: Snacks and drinks for the children 



 68

Brief Summary:  

At the beginning of the day, the purpose of International Peace Day and the Global Peace 

Games was discussed by the representative from SOS Children’s Villages. 

Close to 660 children, aged from 6 to 14, participated in the games and activities 

organized both by Right to Play and SOS Children’s Villages. Teachers of the Primary 

School and “Tantes” (aunts) from SOS Children’s Villages (trained by Right to Play) 

were in charge of running activities with the children. They all participated with great 

enthusiasm in 10 different games (such as bag races, throwing a ball at a target, team 

building games, etc…). Various Right to Play games, from the Red Ball Child Play 

module were carried out with the children. A particular emphasis was placed on Blue 

Ball activities for this special day, to promote cooperation, teamwork and peace among 

participating children.  

Towards the end of the morning, a football game was held between 2 teams from SOS 

Children’s Villages Kigali. By the end of the game, approximately 600 children had 

signed the banner with the Peace Manifesto as a proof of their commitment in promoting 

values of peace in their everyday lives. 

 

RTP Team Leader welcoming the participants to the 

Global Peace Games 

 

One of the most popular games of the day, a race to 

fill a bottle with water 

 

The always popular “bag race”!  

 

Some of the participants with two of the teachers 

implementing the games for the day 
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One of the 10 games of the 2006 Global Peace 

Games in Kigali 

 

Some of the younger participants of those Global 

Peace Games 

 

Reading of the message of Adolf Ogi, UN Special 

Advisor on Sport for Development and Peace 

 

Reading the Manifesto for Peace in Kinyarwanda 

 

At the end of the day, the participants all signed the Peace Manifesto on the banner 
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SENEGAL 

In Senegal, the Games were Organized by three organizations at different venues: 

SOCCER4LIFE Ministry, SOS Children's Villages, and Play Soccer Senegal. 

 

SOCCER4LIFE Ministry planned since the beginning of the year to have an outreach 
that would allow the children and the youth to participate in sport activities. By the grace 

of God we had about ten volunteers who came around from different Churches, and after 

a long meeting and planning, we concluded to have a Peace Game. 

We all gathered resources together and immediately we set the street ready for five aside 

soccer game, TITLED STREET TUG. The STREET TUG stated the third week of 

September with ten players in each team, in a good opening ceremony and with 

handshakes from each team. After the first half of the game water and some chocolate 

were made available.  

The next day we had a lot of problem with a crowd of people and the street children, but 

with the help of God we had other people who have volunteered to help us, and this day 

we had about two hundred kids. And the street was jam-packed that the next day so we 

had to move to a football pitch. We had more balls and the game ended in a good and 

peaceable reunion and great handshake from the community leaders to the finalist of the 

game. 

  

We only had soccer games, because that was what our resources could afford. We 

planned on having other games, dance and so on, but had to stay limited due to the 

resources at hand. We had three hundred kids and youth that participated in the Peace 

Game, two hundred and fifty signed the Manifesto for a Culture of Peace, and the special 

massage was read by a ten years old boy. Thanks for the privilege to participate in the 

Global Peace Game. 
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Village d'enfants SOS de Dakar, le 21 septembre 2006, le terrain de basket-ball des 

SICAP Libertés a été le pôle d’attraction des habitants des quartiers environnants, mais 

aussi de la population du Village d’Enfants SOS de Dakar, directeur, mères, enfants, 

personnel encadrant et nos jeunes. Cet espace avait été en effet choisi pour abriter les 

Jeux Mondiaux de la Paix. Pour couvrir l’événement, deux organes de presse -Le 

Populaire et Le Soleil- étaient présents. La RFM et une radio privée s’en sont fait 

également l’écho. Les spectateurs se sont délectés de beaux spectacles que leur ont offerts 

les équipes de basket-ball des jeunes du quartier et celles de football des écoles Sacré 

Cœur contre SOS petite catégorie (score 1-1) et cadets (score 2-2) ainsi que celles 

féminines des Gazelles contre notre sélection SOS (score 3-2).  

   

Ce fut une heureuse occasion pour les enfants de suivre des jeunes évoluant dans le 

championnat du Sénégal. Dans une ambiance conviviale, les spectateurs ont été 

spontanément les acteurs de l’animation dans la pure tradition sénégalaise folklorique et 

très rythmée. La cérémonie a pris fin avec la remise de récompenses aux différents 

participants. Des cahiers, tee-shirts et du jus ont été distribués. 

Au Village d’Enfants SOS de Louga, fut organisé du 20 au 22 septembre, un tournoi de 

football regroupant 4 équipes cadettes (15/16 ans). Beaucoup d’écoles de football du 

district ont été invitées ainsi que les jeunes des quartiers environnants en réponse au 

programme des Nations Unies pour la Paix et la Non Violence dans le monde. Dans un 

très bon esprit de fairplay, plus de 200 jeunes se sont partagés les délices du football 

durant 2 jours. Des cadeaux souvenirs pour la commémoration de la Journée de la Paix 

ont été distribués. Et le Manifeste fut signé par les différentes personnes présentes.  
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Le Village d’Enfants SOS de Kaolack a également organisé les 20 et 21 septembre des 

manifestations sportives: un tournoi de football avec 4 équipes, un de basket-ball avec 2 

équipes. Des lots ont été distribués aux participants après la signature du Manifeste pour 

la Paix et la Non Violence.  

  

 

 

PLAY SOCCER Senegal/JOUER AU FOOT Senegal held the 2006 Global Peace 
Games as an end of year event in Pikine, near Dakar.  

 “ Nous avons organisé une série de manifestations callées sur la fin de l’année pour fêter 

la Global Peace Game. 

  

Nous avons organisé des séries de rencontres de foot ball à travers les quartiers déshérités 

de Pikine et avec l’aide de l’Association Culturelle et sportive “Jant-Bi” nous avons 

regroupé des enfants pauvres qui n’ont pas accès aux jeux pour leur permettre de jouer 

pendant plusieurs jours mais aussi avec l’aide d’une association Italienne “CHIAMA-
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L’Africa” nous avons fait une grande fête dans une école avec la participation de toutes 

les femmes, les notables et les jeunes du quartier. 

   

La fête était animée par des artistes et par des comédiens qui ont joueé la scène du “faux 

lion” pour égailler les enfants. Pour rendre l’utile à l’agréable des discours ont été tenues 

par les notables pour implanter et insuffler le fair play et la paix dans le sport, mais les 

comédiens ont montré aux enfants à travers des sketchs, les gestes simples de propreté 

comme le lavage des mains pour avoir une bonne santé. Les touristes de CHIAMA-

l’Africa ont dansé avec les enfants et leur ont donné des cadeaux pour leur fête de la 

nouvelle année. C’était la joie partout !” 
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SERBIA 

Global Peace Games for Children and Youth took place on the 7th October in SOS 
Children’s Village Kraljevo, Serbia. It was the first time, but not the last, that such kind 

of event held in our SOS Children’s Village.  

In that time, we were also celebrating “Children’s Week” in our country, week 
dedicated to the children.( first week in October since 1934)  

  

The competition was planed like “Funny Games”, but in spirit of sport, fair-play, non-

violence and friendship. There were about 50 people present. We had three teams, which 

consisted of children from our SOS Children’s Village,SOS mothers and SOS aunts. 

First game called “To score a basket” was intended to the youngest children. The team 

who lost were less disappointed than we expected, really, the children bore it as real 

sportsmen. Ducks in action” was the second game. The goal of the game was to move 

“eggs” (ping-pong balls) from one point to another (15. meter away), taking the ball in 

spoon. This game made a real hot atmosphere. 

  

“Blowing the wind” was third game where competitors in the pair must to cross 15 

meters, but with the baloon between their heads first, than arms, and, at least between 

their backs. 
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Games “Race of numbers” and “Jumping in bags” were most interested games. They 

were running as fast as they could. 

  

The main points of the Global Peace Games for Children and Youth were satisfied. 

During the break we were talking about peace, tolerance and Manifesto. The pedagogue 

of SOS Children’s Village-Kraljevo Mr. Vladan Jevtic read to the public the Message of 

UN Special Advisor Mr. Adolph Ogi and Message from the FIFA presedent Mr. Joseph 

S. Blatter. Each of us had a pleasant time that will never be forgoten! 

 

 

SOUTH AFRICA 

PLAY SOCCER South Africa organized the Global Peace games on its own for first 

time in the Lawley/Ennerdale Area at the grounds of the Motheo Foundation Primary 

School. The games took place on October 14
th
 and 214 children participated in the 

different activities that were organized through the day. 
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The games started with the Opening ceremony that was leaded by Thapelo, one of our 

volunteers who acted as a Master of Ceremonies. The welcoming speech was given by 

Mrs. Nombeko, the School Principal, who highlighted the importance of these activities 

for the community as a whole. 

Mr. Kenneth Monnana, a community representative and certified soccer coach, also 

addressed the children and read Mr. Joseph Blatter’s Message to the children. Mr. 

Cameron Cox, PLAY SOCCER Program Manager, read Mr. Adolf Oggi’s message and 

empower the children to play and enjoy the day. Before the activities started a moment of 

silence was held in memory of Coach Glen Myernick form the U.S.A. who honored us 

with his visit to our site in September. 

The children were divided by ages and each age group was divided in four teams (Blue, 

Green, Red and Yellow). All children received an arm band with the respective color 

which they wore for the whole day. Each group, started with the “warm up activities” 

where they already starting collecting points for their teams. All these warm up activities 

were part of the Play Soccer Curriculum that the volunteers and children follow all 

through the year. 

On the second part of the day, the under 9 and 10 years old, and the female group 

remained at the Football fields were each team played 2 matches. The older groups were 

directed to the school facilities were they rotated between 3 different stations for around 

one hour. 

The stations were: 

• A refreshment station, where they all received juice and nutritious biscuits 

• An HIV workshop excellently organized by 4 City Year volunteers that run 

activities from the Grassroot’s soccer curriculum. The children played, enjoyed 

and learnt a lot in the workshop. 

• A peace workshop that was organized and run by the RAASCA staff. This 

organization works with African refugees living in South Africa and their 

experience in issues of peace and reconciliation was key for the success of the 

workshop leaded by Zama. 
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After one hour, the older groups, came back to the field to play their soccer matches and 

the younger children went inside the school to rotate within the same stations mentioned 

above. After all the rotations and football matches all the participants got together at the 

football ground were they were grouped with all the other children from the same color 

and got ready to play the “Final Game” which gave vital points to the final result of the 

day. The game lasted for around 20 minutes and all the 214 children played at the same 

time giving all their left over energy to get the precious points. This activity was run 

perfectly by our Volunteers. All these activities were accompanied by the beats played by 

our DJ Lendl who kept the crowd moving and dancing during the whole day. 

The closing ceremony started with the both of thanks by Luciano Cadoni, the Acting 

Program Director and the announcement of the final standings, where the Blue team took 

the first place. One the most important moments of day came right after when all the 

children repeated the pledge for peace that was leaded by one of the children from the 

older group. Before leaving, all the children signed the Manifesto and got more nutritious 

snacks and juice to regain all the energy spent through the day. 

PLAY SOCCER South Africa also celebrated the Games in Metz in LIMPOPO 
PROVINCE for first time on October 21

st
 2006. The games were organized in 

partnership with the Limpopo Department of Sports, Arts and Culture and with the 

support of the local Municipality Authorities. These were very important factors for the 

success of the day. The games took part at the Metz Sport Facilities, a rural community 

which is one of the participating hubs of the South African Ministry of Sport and 

Recreation’s Siyadlala Mass Participation Program. Children from Kgapane, Julesberg, 

Phalaborwa and Khani hubs also came to participate as well with transportation 

organized by the department.  
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The activities started around 9am and the children were divided by ages. Each age group 

was divided in four teams (Blue, Green, Red and Yellow) and all children received an 

arm band with the respective color which they wore for the whole day. The younger 

groups, (below 10 years old) remained at the Football fields were each team played 2 

matches trying to get points for their teams/colors. The older groups were directed to the 

Municipal Hall were they rotated between 2 stations 

The stations were: 

• A Peace workshop brilliantly run by one local teacher who has been actively 

involved in community development activities within the region, Mrs. Sarah 

Makwela. 

• An HIV workshop that was excellently run by the staff of the local department of 

health.  

After one hour, the older groups came back to the field to play their soccer matches and 

the younger children went inside the Community Hall to participate in the Peace and HIV 

workshops. Between the matches and workshops the children had the chance to refresh 

themselves and drink potable water from a Water Truck that the Local Municipality 

Authorities organized for the day. 

After the workshops and football matches all the participants got together at the football 

ground were they were grouped with all the other children from the same color and got 

ready to play the “Final Game” which gave vital points to the final result of the day. The 

game lasted for around 20 minutes and all the 265 children played at the same time 

giving all their left over energy to get the precious points. 

At the end of the day all the participants and guests came inside the Community Hall for 

the Official Program leaded by MR M. Malale. The program was as follows:  

Opening – National Anthem 

Performance by local Aerobics team 

Welcome – CLLR Letsoalo T. J. 

Address by Hub Coordinator – Moses Moagi 

Address by DSAC – Malesiba Semenya 

Address by PSSA – Luciano Cadoni 

Key Note address – Mayor Maruleng 

After the announcement of the final standings, where the Blue team took the first place as 

well, all the children repeated the pledge for peace that was leaded by a female 

participant from the older group. Before leaving, all the children signed the Manifesto 

and the blue team members got FIFA fair play stickers as a prize for winning the games. 
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All the participants and guests enjoyed the lunch organized by the department and got 

their certificates of participation before going back home. 

SOS CHILDRENS VILLAGE ENNERDALE organized community Games. A series 
of meetings were held with, to inform the planning of the Games, with all the important 

stakeholders/coordinators of the events, sports codes and cultural activities – see minutes 

of the meetings. 

Memos were also sent out to the different schools in the areas and the program for the 

Games were finalized well in advance.. 

 1. Cultural Activities 2.  Sporting Activities 

Date:  15
th
 September ` 16

th
 September `06 

Venue:  Ennerdale, Ext. 9 Hall Ennerdale, Ext.9 Sports Complex 

Time:  19h00 07h00 

Sports activities 

Soccer: The soccer was played on a six-a-side knock-out format. Well over 32 soccer 

teams, male and female, took part in this tournament. We were delighted to see our boys 

from the village playing in the finals (19years boys) and the semi-finals (13 year boys). 

The tournament was surely one of the important and exciting events on the local soccer 

calendar. Everything went well. 

Play soccer: The crèches (6) really enjoyed being part of this event this year. The parents 
and caregivers of the children surrounded the playing fields to cheer on their little ones. 

The SOS Children’s Village Kindergarden was a prominent force to be reckon with 

during this tournament. At the end of the day all of them were winners. 

Table soccer: Table soccer (4 tables), for individual players, also formed part of the 

Games, with the national table soccer champion present to inspire the young players, 

Netball: The netball girls (12 teams) showed a lot of class during the Games. The SOS 

Children’s Village netball team was stretched to the limits by the stiff competition they 

faced. Sport was the winner, with the mothers/aunts (coaches) and the girls accepting 

defeat when they faced much stronger opposition. 
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Cricket: The hardball cricket (4 teams) could not conclude their fixtures on the day and 

done so on Tuesday, 19
th
 September 2006. 

Mini cricket: The mini cricket tournament was a joy to watch. The 15 school teams done 

their best with the limit overs afforded to them to showcase their talent. Everything went 

well. 

Volleyball: Primary- and secondary Schools (8) competed against each other and 

everything went well. 

Hockey: The primary- and secondary schools needed to have their eliminations during 

the week, on the 14
th
 September 2006, to accommodate the amount of hockey teams (10) 

for these Games. The finals were played on the 16
th
 September 2006. The senior ladies 

hockey teams (4) also competed for honors on the day and provided much expected 

competition on the day. 

Table tennis & chess: Table tennis and chess are some of the more smaller codes in the 

community, but everything went well with the tournaments.  

Rugby: The primary- and secondary schools rugby teams (8) showed real class during 

the Games and the youngsters pulled out all stops to impress during the Games.  

Cultural activities 

The events planned for the 15
th
 September 2006 had to be postponed for the 20

th
 

September 2006 due to circumstances beyond our control. The cultural events were held 

on the above date at 10h00 in the Ennerdale, Ext.9 Hall. 

The school based competition included a number of schools (7) with different categories 

of dances: 

• Formal 

• Traditional 

• Township 

• Open 

• Instrumental 

• Everything went well. 

Highlights of the Games for 2006 

The SOS Children`s Village Ennerdale was truly part of this event, even up to the extent 

that the village was “empty” on the 16
th
 September 2006, with the mothers/aunts and 

children being part of the activities in the community. The addition of the motor bikers, 

to this year’s Games, really brought a lot of excitement to the event. 

TANZANIA 
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Right to Play organized the games in Tanzania in collaboration with other organizations, 

and for all of the events throughout Tanzania, created Banners, Stickers, a Flyer with 

Adolf Ogi’s message from the UN and the UNESCO Peace Pledge, and a Peace Games 

Manual.  

 

  

Dar es Salaam: 

• Sept. 21 – morning. Right To Play, Global Network of Religious Communities 
for Peace (GNRC) and African Youth Development (AYD) will provide 
coaches at a United Nations event on Peace. The coaches will run 1-2 Peace 

Games will approximately 300 children. They will be displaying or handing out 

the materials from the Tanzania Peace Kit and be playing games from the Peace 

Games Manual.  

• Sept. 21 – afternoon. GNRC will bring materials for about 100 children to make 

kites. On the kites they will write the Peace Pledge and sign by putting their 

thumbprint. After flying kites, GNRC and AYD coaches will lead the children in 
1-2 hours of Peace Games. They will be displaying or handing out the materials 

from the Tanzania Peace Kit and be playing games from the Peace Games 

Manual.  
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• Sept. 21 – afternoon. Coaches with Right To Play training may participate in the 

International Day of Sports and Physical Education, planned by the Ministry of 
Sports. . 

Natta, Serengeti District 

• Sept 16. The coaches in the village will be planning a Play Day with the theme of 

Peace. They will be displaying or handing out the materials from the Tanzania 

Peace Kit and be playing games from the Peace Games Manual. They expect 

more than 1,000 children. 

Kigoma – Refugee camps Lugufu 1 and Lugufo 2 

• Sept. 21 – World Vision will host an event around peace in the camps. Right to 

Play will participate on a small scale with approximately 40 children providing a 

rather large audience with a showcase of RTP Peace Games and 10-20 

coaches. They will be displaying or handing out the materials from the Tanzania 

Peace Kit and be playing games from the Peace Games Manual.  

• Sept. 22. Lugufu 1 and Lugufu 2 are each planning to do a special Play Day that 

will involve 2100 children each (thus an approximate total of 4100 Lugufu 

kiddies will play for peace). Basically Lugufu 1 is divided into 8 zones and 250 

children per zone will play (total 2000), while in Lugufu 2 there are 7 zones, thus 

300 children playing per zone. They will be displaying or handing out the 

materials from the Tanzania Peace Kit and be playing games from the Peace 

Games Manual.  

Kibondo -  

• Sept. 23 – In the refugee camps near Kibondo, Right To Play will host 4 Play 
Days for Peace Day. They will be displaying or handing out the materials from 

the Tanzania Peace Kit and be playing games from the Peace Games Manual. 

They expect to reach approximately 3500-4000 children.  

Kasulu –  

• Sept. 21 or 23 – Events are still in the final plans. In two of the camps near 

Kasulu, they are working toward multiple activities to reach various groups of 

children (i.e. Play Day for young children, football tournament for older, and an 

event like a peace race or walk organized with the schools that can bring Mtablia 

and Muyovosi together. The decision will be up to the Task Team in Muyovosi 

and Master Trainers in Mtabila). At the events, they will be displaying or handing 

out the materials from the Tanzania Peace Kit and be playing games from the 

Peace Games Manual. 
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THAILAND 

The Thailand GPGs were organized and led by Right To Play, in partnership with the 
Catholic Organization for the Emergency Relief of Refugees (COERR), and the 
American Refugee Council (ARC). Numerous representatives from local camp 
organizations, NGOs, UNHCR and local government and military also played an 
active role throughout the days. 

A total of 2,808 children from four refugee camps on the Thai-Burma border participated 

in the Global Peace Games this year over the course of a number of days. Activities 

varied from football and volleyball to peace and cooperation games and art therapy 

classes. 

The GPGs were held in the camps of Tham Hin, Ban Don Yang, Umpium Mai and Nu 

Po. The camps of Umpium Mai and Nu Po were holding the event for the first time and 

caused much excitement within the communities. In each camp the events kicked off with 

speeches from the Camp Committees, Thai Authorities and NGO representatives. The 

message from Adolf Ogi was translated in Burmese and Karen along with the peace 

manifesto and read out to the participants. The children signaled their acceptance of the 

manifesto by verbally agreeing to uphold it before physically signing it later in the day. 

In Tham Hin the event was held on October 13
th
. Children rotated through 4 different 

stations. The first station focused on playing a number of cooperation games including 

relay races, trust games, and leadership games. The second station involved playing 

games that taught a health message to the children. The third station was a peace and 

cooperation workshop by COERR and the fourth involved children singing peace songs. 

 

Cooperation Game: Tham Hin 

In Ban Don Yang the event was held on October 11
th
. The children were split into 

different colour groups and rotated through a number of different activities including a 
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workshop of peace activity games run by COERR and football games. A peace song and 

a skit educating the children about influenza were also performed. 

 

Participants: Ban Don Yang 

In Nu Po, lead-up events were held from October 6
th
. This included football and 

volleyball leagues for different ages and 2 Play Days featuring cooperation and health 

games. The main day was October 12
th
. In the morning a Play Day was held in which 

children rotated around several stations. These included cooperation and parachute 

games. All children also attended a art therapy station where they were asked to draw 

pictures that represented peace and also participated in a peace education workshop both 

run by COERR. 

The afternoon’s events saw the finals of the football and volleyball competitions. 

Competitions were run for both boys and girls in the 10-12, 13-15, and 16-18 age group 

categories in football and 13-15 and 16-18 categories in volleyball. 
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Parachute Game: Nu Po 

In Umpium, a football and volleyball tournament was held over the course two weeks, 

which culminated in a finals day on November 11th. The competitions were held for 

girl’s volleyball, aged 12-18 and boy’s football, ages under 15 and under 18.  

The GPG also included 2 Play Days in different sections of the camp for 360 children. 

The morning Play Day including children playing around 6 different games that taught 

cooperation and team building, and participating in a peace workshop led by COERR. 

ARC contributed refreshment to the event and led the children in peace songs during their 

refreshment break.  

The total number of children who participated and signed the peace manifesto were: 

• Tham Hin: 125 males, 126 females 

• Ban Don Yang: 210 males, 223 females 

• Nu Po: 925 males, 551 females 

• Umpium: 580 males, 193 females 
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TOGO 

SOS Villages d’Enfants Togo a célébré les Jeux Mondiaux pour la paix les 22 et 23 

Septembre 2006 à Kara et le 30 septembre 2006 à Lomé.  

Le Village d'Enfants SOS de Kara qui en était à sa troisième édition n'a ménagé aucun 

effort pour en faire un événement de rassemblement. Les Jeux de cette année ont consisté 

en une compétition d’athlétisme et un tournoi de football.  

La compétition d’athlétisme portait sur la course de vitesse. Elle a regroupé 125 

concurrents des deux sexes de 08 à 20 ans des 1
er
, 2

ème
 et 3

ème
 degré de la commune de 

Kara répartis dans les catégories minimes, cadets et juniors. La compétition d’athlétisme 

s’est déroulée dans la matinée du 23 septembre 2006. 

Le tournoi de football a regroupé quatre (4) équipes des établissements scolaires de 

l’Enseignement Général et Technique. Le tournoi s’est déroulé en deux phases: les demi-

finales jouées le vendredi 22 septembre et la finale jouée l’après-midi du 23 septembre. 

Avant le lancement de cette finale le Directeur du Village d’Enfants SOS Kara a lu le 

message de Monsieur Adolf Ogi, Conseiller Spécial du Secrétaire Général des Nations 

Unies pour le Sport au service du développement et de la paix. Il a insisté sur les valeurs 

de paix et de non-violence à travers un football empreint de fair-play.  

A Lomé qui en était à sa première édition, le VESOS Lomé a invité quatre équipes de 

basketball dont deux seulement étaient présentes compte tenu du mauvais temps de la 

journée du 30 septembre. Néanmoins, c'était dans une ambiance de convivialité et de joie 

que les deux équipes présentes ont livré leurs différents matchs. Le ton de la journée fut 

donné par le Directeur du Village qui a souhaité la bienvenue aux équipes et aux 

supporters. Le Directeur du Village fut suivi par la Directrice Nationale qui a lui le 

message de Monsieur Adolf Ogi, Conseiller Spécial du Secrétaire Général des Nations 

Unies pour le Sport au service du développement et de la paix. Elle a relevé les valeurs 

comme la solidarité, l'esprit de compétition, la non violence et l'amitié que le sport 

enseigne pour la vie dans tous ses autres aspects. 

Que ce soit à Lomé ou à Kara, la poignée de main de l’amitié a été échangée et le 

manifeste qui a circulé a permis à tous d’apposer leur signature.  

L’Inspection de la Jeunesse et des Sports a activement participé à l’organisation et à la 

tenue des Jeux Mondiaux de la Paix pour l’Enfance et la Jeunesse, édition 2006.  

Au total, 458 signatures ont été recueillies à Kara et 155 à Lomé, signe que la population 

adhère de plus en plus à l’esprit des Jeux Mondiaux et aux valeurs de la paix et de la non-

violence. 
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TUNISIA 

Village d’Enfants SOS de Mahrès, au sud de la Tunisie… c’est l’esprit occupé par des 

pensées pacifiques et le cœur rempli d’espoir -celui d’une paix durable pour tous les 

enfants du monde- que nos enfants ont, comme chaque année, fêté le 21 septembre, 
Journée Mondiale de la Paix et participé aux Jeux Mondiaux 2006 de la Paix.  

Les festivités ont commencé officiellement une 

semaine à l’avance avec des concours d’expression 

écrite et de dessin représentant toute la volonté des 

enfants de notre village et du jardin d’enfants 

d’exprimer leurs voeux de paix dans le monde, dans 

l’espoir qu’un jour on n’entende plus parler de 

conflits, qu’un jour notre Terre Mère leur sera 

accessible sans frontières. 

Le 22 septembre, ce fut l’apogée de la fête avec 

l’ouverture du village à tous ses visiteurs venant 

apporter leur concours. Nous avons débuté par un atelier de dessin libre sur un tissu géant 

avec la participation des enfants, de toute l’équipe éducative du village ainsi que 

d’intervenants de l’extérieur. 

Puis pour le grand plaisir de tous, des matchs de basket-ball entre des équipes civiles 

renommées à Sfax (ville de proximité), se sont succédés sur les terrains de notre village 

avec l’objectif de montrer la voie de la paix à nos jeunes et petits via une bonne pratique 

du sport, vecteur de rencontres, de solidarité et de tolérance entre les peuples, promoteur 

d’une paix durable parmi tous les humains de ce monde. 

Notre commémoration de la Journée Mondiale de la Paix s’est clôturée par la signature 

par tous les participants et visiteurs, du Manifeste représentant l’appel de Mr Adolf Ogi. 

Une réception fut organisée pour remercier tous les participants et couronner les efforts et 

exploits des lauréats des 3 meilleurs dessins sur la Paix réalisés par toutes les maisons 

familiales de notre village et sélectionnés par une commission extérieure. 
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UKRAINE 

The first SOS Children’s Village in Ukraine is under construction now. Nevertheless 
the social Family Strengthening Project “Prevention of Social Abandonment” has been 

already functioning successfully for 3 years, and we decided to take part in this event. 

The first ones whom we addressed for help were children. These are the questions we 

asked: 

• How should we hold the games? Who should take part in the GPG? 

Together with the children we searched for the answer to these questions, our social 

workers visited different playgrounds and yards to spread information about this great 

event. The guys decided that in such an important case the boys, who from different 

reasons cannot attend sport clubs, but have a burning desire to play football, should 

represent our country.  

How we started. 

We spread the announcements about mini-football selection tours for GPG around the 

playgrounds and yards. 18 teams were registered and 12 of them participated in these 

tours during 3 weeks /photo No 1-4/. 4 teams were lucky to participate in the final games, 

which were held on September 23
rd
, dedicated to the Day of Peace. 

Who are the partners of the event? What is their contribution? 

We defined the partners and their contribution for holding this event. Here is the list of 

them: 

Local teenagers clubs (they helped the teams join together, learn how to cooperate and 

hold several trainings. They helped with selection tours and final games, and also they 

found volunteers – 2 trainers and 2 referees /photo No 5/.  

Social Cervices for Youth (Social workers helped us spread the info about the GPG, their 
history and traditions among the boys). 

Kiev city Football Federation /Ukraine/ (the Federation provided the cups for the 
winners, 40 football balls, books and posters dedicated to football, which were a gift to 

all participants of the event /photo No 6-10/. 

We 

For the final games t-shirts of two colors with GPG logo were produced /photo No 11/. 

We prepared Certificates for participants and winners, read the message of Mr. Adolf Ogi 

and Joseph S. Blatter, and also the salutation from the football player of the Foundation 

Anrdrey Shevchenko.  

We invited mass media (newspapers, radio and TV channels – in general about 80 press 

releases were sent). Journalists of one newspaper, 2 radio stations and one TV-channel 
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«24 hours» attended the event. The journalists liked the trainer of one of the teams best of 

all, for that was a mother of one of the boys /photo No 12/.  

Children 

 

The children joined into the teams on their own and divided the roles in the teams /photo 

13-18/. 

During selection tours the guys made a paper dedicated to the GPG, where they painted 

the emblem of the games, placed all messages and the Manifesto, which the participants 

signed the final games over /photo No 19-24/. The total number of signatures is 237.  

How do we see the future of GPG in Ukraine? 

We participated in such kind of initiative for the first time and understood that children 

have a burning desire to play football, to communicate and what is most important to be 

involved to the social movement. The guys said that they found it very important to feel 

connection with the children of their age in other countries. It’s great to know that 

millions of children around the world are joined for one idea and live for the common 

interest: to save peace, health and to play their favorite games. 

All participants enjoyed the event so much that next year they promised to continue this 

initiative. And even more than that – it was decided to make it bigger and more 

grandiose. Kiev Football Federation and sport clubs, which came to watch the Games 

promised the guys to organize GPG on big stadiums of the city next year to the Day of 

Peace. They believe that the more teams take part in the Games the better and stressed 

that main attention should be paid to the street football teams 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

In New York City, the great Flushing Meadows Corona Park in Queens again hosted the 

2006 Global Peace Games for Children and Youth. Miguel Cuellar, Director of Sport for 

Flushing Meadow Park and founder of the Metrokids, and Luis Montoya, the President of 

the Big Apple Club and member of the US Youth Soccer Start Committee organized the 

Metrokids and the Big Apple Clubs for the activities of the day. The City of New York 

Department of Parks provided the facility for the Games and Mayor Michael Bloomberg 

wrote a special message that was read at the event by Judy McPherson of PLAY 

SOCCER.  

Mr. Adolf Ogi’s message was read by a player from the Metrokids, Monica Caamano. 

Invited guests included Sunil Gulati, the President of the US Soccer Federation; Director 

of Youth Development, Alfonso Mondelo from Major League Soccer; Ray Ward, VP of 

Eastern New York Youth Soccer and from the Red Bulls, Giovanni Savarese, Director of 

Youth Development.  
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  September 23, 2006 

 

Dear Friends: 

 It is a great pleasure to welcome everyone to the 2006 Global Peace Games for 

Children and Youth. New York City is proud to once again participate in this worldwide 

event, and I commend the organizing coalition for making this tournament possible. 

Athletics have the power to unite people in the spirit of sportsmanship and friendly 

competition, and this is a wonderful occasion to reflect on the role that sports and youth 

can play in promoting peace and friendship around the world. 

 On behalf of the City of New York, I send warmest greetings to all the young 

people participating in today’s games. This is a terrific opportunity for you to connect 

with your peers from around the world, build character, and enjoy a fun-filled day on the 

soccer field. I wish you all the best for a successful day and a bright and happy future. 

 

  Sincerely, 

   

  Michael R. Bloomberg 

  Mayor 
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Approximately 1000 children took part in the Games which despite some heavy rains 

showers began early in the morning on September 23 and lasted until the afternoon. The 

children and guests signed the Manifesto for a Culture of Peace and Nonviolence, 

practiced the FIFA fair play handshake, listened to the letter from the President of FIFA, 

Mr. Blatter, and enjoyed the various speakers who spoke to them about the International 

Day of Peace and the role of sport in encouraging understanding, respect for others and 

peaceful solutions. 

  

 

The Global Peace Games for Children and Youth took place in another location in the 

USA, at the Montessori School at Emory School in Decatur, Georgia. 
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ZAMBIA 

A total of 245 children and 21 Volunteer Coaches attended the proceedings of the 2006 

Global Peace Games organized by PLAY SOCCER ZAMBIA, which were held in 
Chipata Compound/site. PLAY SOCCER Zambia used this event to also show the over 

200 spectators that had come to watch the children to showcase what PLAY SOCCER 

does and what it’s all about. PLAY SOCCER ZAMBIA used the topics below to 

demonstrate the three components of the program 

Health Skills: In this component, the children according to their age groups 

demonstrated what they learn in introduction to Healthy Bodies. 

Social development: This is the second activity done to demonstrating what PLAY 

SOCCER does and it was the most exciting to most children who enjoyed being part of 

the Postman game. This was done to show the spectators what the PLAY SOCCER 

children do to get to know each other. 

Soccer skills: In Soccer skills dribbling and turning with the ball was done. Cups were 
used to showcase how the children are taught on the dribbling skills. 

After the demonstrations of the three components of the program, one male child from 

Bauleni read Mr. Ogi’s letter to his friends and the spectators including the Volunteer 

Coaches that were present, after which a girl from Zingalume ready Mr. Blatter’s letter. 

This was followed by the PLAY SOCCER ZAMBIA Program Director explanation of 

what the Global Peace are and how the games are organized. The Director also explained 

to the children the importance of the Global Peace Games and the importance of the 

Games. She further explained to the children the importance of signing against the 

UNESCO manifesto of Peace and Nonviolence. 

Muvi TV was very helpful in publicizing the event for PLAY SOCCER ZAMBIA. The 

PLAY SOCCER ZAMBIA Board Chairman and the Program Director were on the day of 

the event invited to the MUVI TV studios to explain about the games and the whole 

Program in Zambia. The interview was successful as this was the first time PLAY 

SOCCER ZAMBIA had an opportunity to explain to a number of people on Television 

on what the program does in Zambia. 

Children from the following sites participated in the games. 

• Chazanga. 

• Kamanga. 

• Bauleni. 

• Kalingalinga. 

• Mandevu. 

• Zingalume. 

• Chipata.  
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For the first time girls participated in the event independently without them being mixed 

with the boys when it came to playing football. 

Chazanga: A total of 33 children came from this site. The 33 children walked from their 

site to the Chipata site ground which is less than 20minutes walk from their site.  

Kamanga: A total of 33 children also came from this site. A mini bus was arranged to 

pick the children from their site at 07:00hours. 

 

Some Chazanga boys pose for a photo with their 

coaches Georginah Mawanda, Brian Chikutwe and 

Ackim Banda 

 

Time to show some respect for others by a hand 

shake (Kamanga in green and Zingalume in Orange) 

Bauleni: A total of 33 children came from this site.22 being boys and 11 being girls who 

emerged as champions of the girl’s category. 

 

Bauleni girls celebrate after being crowned 

champions of the 2006 Global Peace Games for the 

girls’ category 

 

Celebrations continues by the Bauleni girls 
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Kalingalinga: A total of 33 children came from this site. A bus was arranged to pick the 

children from this site. 

 

Kalingalinga Coaches Moses Musanka and Peter 

Nhdlovu talking to there team before a their final 

game against Zingalume 

 

Kalingalinga under 12 in action against Zingalume 

in a game that went into penalties, Zingalume won 

Mandevu: Mandevu brought a team of 33 children of which 11 were girls who were 

runner’s up in the girl’s category. 

 

Some of the girls from Mandevu 

 

Some of the girls from Mandevu 

Zingalume: Zingalume brought a total of 33 children including a girl’s team. A bus was 

also arranged to pick the children at the Zingalume site ground. 

 

Girls from Zingalume pose for a group photo 

 

The rest of the Zingalume teams that participated in 

the Games pose for a photo with their coaches John 

Mukuka and Sam Phiri 
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Chipata: 33 children came from this site, this was the hosting site and a number of the 

older youths were very helpful in preparing their playing fields for the games.  

 

Chipata under 14 gets some rest after a goalless 

draw against Zingalume 

 

Chitapa celebrate their victory over Mandevu in the 

first round of the Global Peace games tournament 

 
Zambia’s oldest Coaches share a light moment 

during the games 

 
Kalingalinga Under 14 captain seems not to believe 

that they are 2006 champions as he receives their 

trophy from Board Chair Morris Mujala. 

 

 
Girl’s champions receive their trophy 

 
Zingalume’s under 12 Captain Walks towards his 

team mates after receiving their trophy 
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A light moment for some of the kids from Chipata 

site as they watched their elders participate in the 

games 

 
Bauleni girls walking out of the playing field after 

their one nil victory over Mandevu 

 
Toru from JICA with Maria and Sam 

 
Program Director, Manager and the Board Chair 

pose for a photo after the prize presentation 
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ZIMBABWE 

Held at   SOS Children’s Village Bindura 
Held on  Friday, September 15

th 

Participants  SOS Children’s Village Bindura (children, youths, staff) 

   SOS Social Centre Bindura (beneficiaries and staff) 

   SOS Kindergarten (pupils) * 

   SOS Hermann Gmeiner Primary School (pupils) * 

   SOS Hermann Gmeiner Secondary School (pupils) * 

   Two local community schools 

Members of the local community 

Sports   Soccer (men and women), volleyball (women), netball (women) 

* Participated in cultural activities only (not sports) 

  

Over 200 children and youths took part in the GPG at Bindura. Pupils from the SOS 

Kindergarten and primary and secondary schools put on a show of traditional dances, 

poems and songs before the Games began. Mr Luka Kashiri, co-ordinator of the SOS 

Social Centre Bindura, read the official message from Mr Adolf Ogi. 

“Indeed it was a day of peace, non-violence and friendship through song, dance and ball 

games.” 

Bulawayo Location 

Pre-School Games 

Held at   SOS Kindergarten Bulawayo 

Held on  Friday, September 29
th
 

Participants  SOS Kindergarten Bulawayo 

   Eight local nursery schools 

Sports   Soccer 

Over 90 children took part in the GPG, while another 170 watched. On arrival, each team 

captain was given a banner depicting the aim of the GPG. The guest of honour was 
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Bekitemba Nikwane who plays for Bulawayo Highlanders soccer team – one of 

Zimbabwe’s leading teams. 

“All 260 children walked in line and stood around the soccer field joining hands. Parents, 

educators and guests stood side-by-side. Bekitemba Nikwane read Mr Adolf Ogi’s speech 

in such a gentle and special way to the children and guests. At the end of the speech 

everyone joined hands, lifted them up and shouted “PEACE!” Although most of the 

words had no meaning for the young listeners, the tranquility, non-rushing atmosphere 

and the contact made by joining hands left such a positive impression on the young 

Kindergarteners.” 

The nursery schools were paired for the games by picking matching numbers out of a hat. 

Each team played its one friendly match amid cheers, song, dance and music from a 

background stereo. There were no red or yellow cards in the games; instead there were 

green cards symbolizing peace. 

  

When the games were over, the Manifesto was read out and signed by 72 adults and 

guests. 

Senior Games 

Held at   SOS Family Strengthening Programme Community Centre 

Held on  Saturday, September 30
th
  

Participants  SOS Children’s Village Bulawayo 

   SOS Social Centre Bulawayo 

   SOS Hermann Gmeiner Primary School 

Sports   Soccer, volleyball, netball 

Colourful placards announced “Respect all Life!”, “Reject all Violence” and “Peace and 

Tolerance for All”.The general excitement reached its apex in soccer, the favourite of the 

sports played at the Games.A spirit of friendship was created between children from the 

SOS Children’s Village Bulawayo and those from the neighbouring community, a 

friendship created away from the formal setting imposed by the school’s restrictive rules 

and regulations and the village’s restrictive walls. 
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Everyone emerged a winner! The children sang and cheered with their new-found 

friends. One little boy, Themba, summed it up by saying, “I just got myself a new friend 

with whom I will share my orange”. 

The interaction between the village and the community has helped to allay the deep-

seated fear of the community that many of the children who live in the village seem to 

harbour. It will certainly ease our efforts to integrate them in the future. 

Waterfalls Location 

Held at   Chembira Primary School, Glen Norah suburb, Harare 

Held on  Saturday, November 11
th 

Participants  SOS Children’s Village Waterfalls 

   SOS Social Centre Waterfalls (beneficiaries) 

   Chembira Primary School (pupils) 

Community participants 

Sports   Soccer, netball 

 

“The Games started with parents participating in running around the ground in support of 

children participating in the Games. The matches were officiated free of charge by 

officials from an organisation called Harvesters for Sport. This was followed by a poem 

on peace recited by five children from the SOS Children’s Village. The message from Mr 

Adolf Ogi was read by Mr Mudondo of the SOS Social Centre.” 

The 130 participants were divided into junior and senior boys and junior and senior girls 

from each group taking part. The matches (soccer and netball) lasted 30 minutes each. 

Two trophies and medals were awarded to the winning teams, and each participant 

received two exercise books. 

The children are looking forward to this becoming an annual event. 

 

 


