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Mr. Ogi's Message
Message

To the Global Peace Games 2005
for Children and Youth

From Mr. Adolf Ogi
Special Adviser to the UN Secretary-General

on Sport for Development and Peace

Under-Secretary-General

I herewith wish to express my wholehearted support for the 2005 Global Peace
Games  for Children and Youth. This year 2005 is special, since the United Nations
proclaimed it as the  official International Year of Sport and Physical Education (IYSPE
2005). The goal of the year  stands in close relationship with the core values of the UN
Charter and represents a global effort  to convey the message about the universal power
of sports, hence making a tangible contribution  to human development through
transforming individuals and communities to subsequently a  more peaceful world.

Sport is a school of life, where you will learn how to win gracefully, to keep your
head up  high in defeat, to respect your opponent and – most importantly – the rules of
the game through  Fairplay.

The 2005 Global Peace Games for Children and Youth represent an important
step in this  effort to accomplish this common goal of creating a better world for all. Your
participation will  give a lightening example about how the seemingly idealistic values of
sport may realistically  contribute to a world of tolerance, friendship and cooperation.

Let this event be an enjoyable, uniting experience for you all where intercultural
boundaries are broken and new friends made. I join you in the “global handshake of
friendship”  and wish you much success in the upcoming events.
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Introduction to the Report
REPORT ON THE 2005 GLOBAL PEACE GAMES

For

CHILDREN AND YOUTH

The 2005 Global Peace Games for Children and Youth took place in 46 countries,
celebrating the United Nations International Year of Sport and Physical Education around
the world.  This was the fifth annual event of this unique civil society “grassroots”
community initiative. The Games are testimony to the leadership and individual
responsibility of children and youth who in increasing numbers unite with commitment to
a common purpose---to make the world a better place for all.

The Games are sponsored each year by civil society to support the United Nations
objectives for a culture of global peace and nonviolence and the achievement of the
United Nations Millennium Development Goals for human development.  They
demonstrate the importance and potential of sport to promote and reach these goals on an
individual, social, cultural and economic level.   As the Secretary General, Mr. Kofi
Annan, has said, “Sport is a universal language.  At its best it can bring people together,
no matter what their origin, background, religious beliefs or economic status.  And when
young people participate in sports or have access to physical education, they can
experience real exhilaration even as they learn the ideals of teamwork and tolerance.
That is why the United Nations is turning more and more to the world of sport for help in
our work for peace and our efforts to achieve the Millennium Development goals.”

The common purpose of the Games is captured in the words of the UNESCO Manifesto
for Peace created by Nobel Peace Laureates. Each participant at the Games had the
opportunity to sign the Manifesto for Peace that pledges them to respect all life, reject all
violence, share with others, listen to understand, preserve the planet, and contribute to
the development of community

The Games are coordinated with the objectives of the United Nations through the Office
of Mr. Adolf Ogi, the Special Advisor to the Secretary General of the United Nations on
Sport for Development and Peace.  Mr. Ogi sent a special message that was read at all the
Games.  For the IYSPE2005 he noted that "Sport, with its joys and triumphs, its pains
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and defeats, its emotions and challenges, is an unrivalled medium for the promotion of
education, health, development and peace.  Sport helps us demonstrate, in our pursuit of
the betterment of humanity, that there is more that unites than divides us."

A Certificate of Participation for the Global Peace Games is created each year,
representing the collective signatures of all the children and youth in each country that
signed the Manifesto for Peace.  The 2005 Certificate was presented to Mr. Adolf Ogi in
December at the Magglingen Conference on Sport and Development at the closing of the
IYSPE2005.  The Certificate testifies to the support of all the participants for the mission
of global friendship, peace and the achievement of the United Nations Millennium
Development Goals. 

Each year, an open invitation to organize and/or participate in the Games is extended to
all with the hope that the Global Peace Games for Children and Youth will continue to
grow and expand in every country of the world.

ABOUT THE REPORT  and CERTIFICATE

PLAY SOCCER prepares the Report on the Games and the Certificate of Participation.
The Report is a compilation of the report and photos sent in by participating
organizations.  All photos contained in the Report from SOS Children’s Villages, Right
to Play, PLAY SOCCER or any other of the participating organizations are the property
of these organizations. At the international level, PLAY SOCCER provides the
leadership to initiate and organize the Games, in strong partnership with SOS Children’s
Villages, with the support of FIFA, and with Right to Play.  Many organizations and
individuals join at the local level. The information about these organizations and other
participants is noted whenever possible in the country descriptions that were provided for
this Report.

PLAY SOCCER encourages organizations and participants to make copies of the Report
and Certificate.  They both can be downloaded from the PLAY SOCCER web site at
www.playsoccer-nonprofit.org.  PLAY SOCCER will also provide them on a CD if a
request is made to playsocnonprofit@aol.com.

The Report is a fun and joyous story about children and youth around the world,
about their friendship and commitment to make the world a better place for all.  It
is also an educational tool that communicates the value of sport for human
development.
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Reports from the Countries
ALGERIA

Cette année encore, le Village d’Enfants SOS de Draria a organisé les Jeux Mondiaux
de la Paix pour les Enfants et les Jeunes dans la joie et l’allégresse. Pour célébrer la
Journée Mondiale de la Paix, nous avions préparé un programme sportif offrant
l’opportunité aux Jeunes du Village et de la commune de Draria de se divertir tout en
partageant des valeurs universelles de fraternité et de solidarité.

Cette manifestation a été axée sur le foot ball et le volley ball avec comme objectif de
sensibiliser les jeunes au fait que le sport est un moyen d’union et non de division. Pour
donner l’exemple et pour la première fois, les mamans SOS ont disputé un match de
volley ball avec les Jeunes filles de l’habitation encadrée dont celles-ci ont été les
gagnantes.

    

Les Jeux ont débuté le lundi 19 septembre au stade du Village d’Enfants SOS de Draria
avec la demi finale du tournoi de football qui a opposé l’équipe du Village et celle de
Achour. Le jour suivant, ce fut l’équipe de la tribu Zitouni contre celle du Village. Le
jeudi 22 septembre, eut lieu la compétition de volley ball qui opposa les jeunes filles et
les mères SOS.

Les vainqueurs ont reçu une coupe remise par les responsables du Village et plus de 100
participants ont signé le Manifeste de la Paix.
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ANGOLA

This September, three years after the end of the war, children in Luena, Angola had their
first-ever opportunity to participate in the Global Peace Games for Children and
Youth.  The Sports for Life staff of the Vietnam Veterans of America Foundation
worked closely with community members to host a one-day sport and recreation event
that focused on peace, unity and self-care for children and youth. The event included
soccer games, dance, track and gymnastics. Poetry and songs included messages about
peace and "fair-play." Participants also played games that taught them about the dangers
of landmines in their communities.
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ARGENTINA

The Global Peace Games Argentina finished on October 2nd 2005, in Buenos Aires.
These activities  took place during the week between September 24th and October 2nd
and were received with great interest from the community in general. The games were
organized by Professor Ariel Raguzzi, Coordinator of ARTEAR “Los Andes” soccer
school and coach of the team of Bolivian residents in Argentina, The games were held
in Floresta, one of the central neighborhoods of the Capital city of the country.  Special
thanks and recognition is made of Western Union; Liga deportiva ARTEAR, Mr. Milton
Melgar, Bolivian Embassy, Casa Yonny and to every and each person that collaborated
with the rganization of the games and made this day happen.

Around 130 children, between 6 and 18 years old, attended and competed in different
soccer tournaments divided by categories. The categories were: under 7, under 10, under
12, under 14, under 16 and under 18. There were also penalty kicks, football skills
(taps/juggling) and tennis-football tournaments. Aside from the children many teachers,
parents, national government authorities, foreigners, journalists, local institutions and
local bussiness' owners participated in the games as well.

The teams were mixed up with the aim of giving the chance to the children of interacting
with other children, and also to level the teams to make the tournaments more fun. Before
the start of each of the games, some introductory and "get to know each other" games
were played and all the teams received a card with the question "what does PEACE mean
to me?". The team members were asked to discuss between them the topic and write
down one or more answers in a piece of paper. After the end of each game the teams
were asked to get together to listen to Mr Oggi's message and to sign the Manifesto.

With the huge collaboration of a group of parents, a big typical Argentinean grill was also
set up which was quickly sorrounded by all the participants.

Before the closing ceremony, and with the children cheering outside the field, there was a
soccer exhibition match played by Government autorities, Bolivian Consulate authorities,
former players, jounalists, teachers and parents.
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As a part of the closing ceremony the papers with the answers to the question about peace
were read. Many authorities, parents, teacher and another members of the community
highlighted the importance and value that this type of sport activities have for the
community and the world.
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AZERBAIJAN

SOS Children’s Villages Azerbaijan Association joined the Global Peace Games
movement in 2005. This year we again organized the mini-football tournament at the
sport ground of SOS Children’s Village Baku. The opening ceremony took place on
22nd of October 2005.

8 football teams from the surrounding community were invited to the tournament. The
age of players range between 10-12.

The Manifesto of Global Peace Games was read and was accepted by 64 young football
players and 30 other participants. The majority of participants of the 2004 Global Peace
games joined this year events, too.

After the opening ceremony, the kick off to the tournament was given. The team of SOS
boys played against the team from surrounding – “Kombinat-2”. Despite the strong
support of the fans, team of SOS boys lost this match.

Due to the school schedule of the children, it was not possible to hold the games
everyday. This is why the final game was held on the 30th of October. In total 22 football
matches were played. Winners were awarded with the cups, medals and different
presents.

Only one team won the tournament but everybody was very kind to each other and after
the symbolic handshake at the end of the each game, the children made friendships,
shared their feelings, their joy, triumph and grief. We are glad that the children from the
community remember about the Global Peace Games and take time to participate in it in
every year in September-October, and it is nice that SOS Children’s Village Baku is the
place for the event.
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BOSNIA and HERZEGOVINA

For the third time, SOS Children's Village Sarajevo, Bosnia organized Global Peace
Games for Children and Youth. The 2005 Games were organized were organized in the
spirit of sport, nonviolence and peace and were carried by  «Funny sport games».
Previous years our guests were successful sportsmen—this year our guests were those
who will be successful in future—young sport talents, students from first (and only)
"Sport Gymnasia" in our country.

Young basketballs players, karate fighters, athletics, gymnastic, skiers…together with our
children enjoyed several funny games organized on playground of SOS-Children's
Village Sarajevo.

One young sportsman and one child made team—and we had 10 of these teams. They
had competition in five games:

1. jumping with tied legs
2. catching balls
3. "eating" cakes
4. dressing the «fancy» clothes
5. dancing with balloon

"Jumping with tied legs" was first game—but not the easiest one.

"Catching balls" was the next.
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"Eating" cakes was the sweetest game and full of laughs…

   

"Dressing the fancy clothes"—mostly second hand clothes, trousers, sweaters, gloves and
caps—each child had to dress his/her sportsman piece by piece.

   

"Dancing with balloons" was the last game…But, the team-members were not the only
ones who were dancing…
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We experienced the great joy at the event, but we did not forget reason why we celebrate
the Global Peace Games each year. All children, parents, guests, journalists signed the
Manifesto.   Each person received a personal copy of the Manifesto

The Director of "Sport Gymnasia" Mrs. Nezaheta Ganibegovic read to the public the
Message of UN Special Advisor Mr. Adolph Ogi.

Three newspapers, one TV-Station and two Radio-Stations reported from this Event.

Children and young talents will remember this Global Peace Games and this funny day
for long.

BRAZIL

SOS Children's Village Brazil

BULGARIA

SOS Children's Village Bulgaria
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BURKINA FASO

Le mercredi 21 septembre s’est déroulée dans l’enceinte du Village d’Enfants SOS de
Ouagadougou la célébration des Jeux Mondiaux 2005 de la Paix. Cette cérémonie était
présidée par Mr Julien Ouedraogo, directeur national des Villages d’Enfants SOS du
Burkina Faso. Parmi les invités, étaient présents à ses côtés, le chef de la commune de
Polesgo et ses notables. Le football à l’honneur ce jour-là avait réuni nos jeunes et ceux
de la communauté environnante dans un climat convivial. Après le défilé des équipes
participantes, le message de paix du Secrétariat Général de l’ONU fut lu par les jeunes
Judith et Laurent. Dans son allocution de bienvenue, Mr Ouedraogo relata l’importance
de ces Jeux et des valeurs qu’ils véhiculent. Lors des matchs éliminatoires, 4 équipes
étaient en compétition, celle du Village d’Enfants SOS, de Polesgo, de Toukin et de
Toudwéogo. La finale a opposé les jeunes du Village à ceux de Toukin qui ont marqué
chacun… 0 but ! C’est à l’issue d’une séance de tirs aux buts que l’équipe de Toukin
sortit victorieuse. Tous les participants furent félicités par les responsables de SOS
Villages d’Enfants et les notables puis reçurent les récompenses qu’ils méritaient. C’est
aux environs de 18h après des réjouissances populaires, que les lampions s’éteignirent sur
cette joyeuse commémoration des Jeux Mondiaux 2005 de la Paix au Village d’Enfants
SOS de Ouagadougou au cours de laquelle 300 signatures furent collectées.
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CANADA

The Global Peace Games 2005 were a great success across Canada! This year SOS
Children's Villages Canada and the Canadian Soccer Association developed a series
of soccer drills for the Games; each drill is meant to illustrate one point of the UNESCO
Manifesto for Peace. These drills were accompanied by a series of discussion questions
meant to engage children and youth with the issues that form the basis for the Millennium
Development Goals.

Children and youth participated in 5 communities across Canada: Barrhaven, Victoria,
BC; Regina, SK; Ottawa, ON; Montreal, QC; and Charlottetown, PEI. The flagship event
in Ottawa was held on Parliament Hill, it was hosted by Senator Jim Munson and
Canadian soccer star & FIFA for SOS Children's Villages Ambassador, Craig Forrest.
Sarah Kambites, the Vice President of Play Soccer also attended and addressed the
children.

  

This year’s event was so successful it will certainly become an annual event in Canada,
with plans to expand to many more communities in 2006!
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CAPE VERDE

On September 18, 2005, SOS Children's Village organized the "Global Peace Games
2005" in partnership with the Cape Verde Football Federation (FCF). It took place in
the football training center complex (kindly given by de President of cape Verde Football
Federation) in the city of Praia. We gathered during one day 110 children, (70 boys 40
girls, under 13 and 15 years old respectively) who competed in friendship, fair play,
peace and non violence in the sports in a football tournament.

The participants came from various institutions and football fraternities: ICM – boys
from the Children of the Street  and girls from Social Center Lem Cachorro; EPIF
Football School; Grémio of Nhagar Football Club – only boys; A community team
of boys and girl from Village of Pedra Badejo, Municipal District of Santa Cruz in
the Santiago’s Island.

Community girls’ teams from Ribeirão Chiqueiro and children from the community
near by SOS Children’s Village of São Domingos, joined the SOS children and youths
from our two Villages. Under the direct organization of National Office, we try same as
the last years, to keep it very simple but gave a wide range of opportunity to the children
and youths to share friendship and have a better understanding of the need for global
peace.

A part of all preparation before starting the matches and together with lots music and
messages sending for all presents by the presenter - Mr. Alexandre Rocha Youths Leader
at SOS Children’s Village Assomada – also a group of “Capoeira” (mix of dance and
martial from Brazil)  from the same SOS Villages performed a high level show to the
audience.

After the welcome address by the Director of SOS Children’s Villages São Domingos,
Mr. José Ricardo Moreira, which noted the presence of FCF and a representative of Air
Senegal and others, as well as a presentation by all teams--- each one reading a message
about peace, non violence and solidarity--- - the tournament started.  Children and youth ,
mostly from Youth House “Thomas da Cruz, SOS Children’s Village Assomada, acted as
referees and line men for the games.. The goal of the tournament was for all the
participants to mingle and make long lasting friendship in the spirit of fair play,
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brotherhood and peace. Winning was not the priority for at the end of the day all the
participants were winners.

  

All participants received medals, t-shirts (bought with Air Senegal sponsor shipment) and
a KIT (containing: soft drinks and water offered by Coca-cola; Yogurts by IOGUREL;
sandwich by Boca Doce’s bakery). Each team had a participation certificate signed by
National Director, Mr. Dionisio Simões Pereira. The experience was unique and very
positive, and our children and all participants, partners and collaboration are very happy
and thankful for participating in the 2005 Global Peace Games.

During approximately four and a half hours, the children were a little bit tired, but happy.
All of then including the all invited team responsible came to thank the organization and
offered to participate on Global Peace Games 2006.

After all this ceremony of medals and certificates given to all teams, Mr. Mário Semedo,
President of FCF, made a very short speech to highlight all the fair play and friendship
seen during all activities, and to motivate  all present to promote the peace, solidarity and
fraternity among the children. He also took the opportunity to reinforce the partnership
existing between SOS Children’s Village and Cape Verde Football Federation.

At the end, the Director of SOS Children’s Village Mr. José Ricardo Moreira  took the
opportunity to thank all the participants and sponsors, and to read Mr. Ogi’s  message to
all present..
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DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

It was a very rainy day, but the children from the SOS Children’s Village Santiago de
los Caballeros could not wait to begin the celebration of this year’s games. With the
assistance of more than hundred children and youths, since very early in the afternoon the
SOS Hermann Gmeiner School Santiago de los Caballeros began to get crowded.

The emotion was very notorious as the clouds were dissipating and gave place to the
marvellous sun of the Caribbean that began to warm the atmosphere for the great sport
party. When the children saw that the rain stopped, they formed up to begin the parade of
the participating teams in the different disciplines: athletics, volleyball, soccer, baseball
and recreational games.

The parade began at 3:15pm and there were happy and full of curiosity faces, eager to
begin already playing for peace. Ahead of the parade were two girls from the 6th. grade of
primary education. The Rotary Club of Feminine Volleyball of Los Cocos de Jacagua
community (were the SOS Hermann Gmeiner School and the children village are located)
took part in the parade, as well as La Canela and Yoyo Pérez Clubs of Santiago City.

After the parade, the national anthem was sung. The solemnity of the children's faces
gave a deserved but brief seriousness to the act, because when the last notes were heard,
children exploded in rejoicing that showed the happiness they felt for being there.

Then, the Manifesto for Peace was read. The little faces looked attentive and with
curiosity to Inelson Ventura Mena, the child who was reading the document with
attention. The physical education teacher Héctor Rodríguez addressed a few words to the
persons who were present and especially to the participants in the games. He
distinguished its importance, because with them, friendship and confraternity among all
the participants is looked for. By means of sport we can reach the peace that the world
needs so much. He also mentioned the love we must have for the life of the ones around
us, as well as for non-violence. The atmosphere there was very beautiful and the younger
children were guided by their mothers and the older ones to pay attention to what was
happening.

Then, our little protagonists came close to the tables where the sheets for signing the
recently read Manifesto for Peace were. After getting in line they signed, some signatures
were much stylised; others were made with block letters recently learned. Some sheets
were torn, because of the eagerness of participating in an event of this magnitude at their
very early age. After the long list of scribbled names was completed, the games and the
competitions in the different disciplines began.

The first competition was feminine volleyball, in which team A, made up by Yamely
Peña, Yaniri Colon, Rosely Colon, Rosaly Santos, Julissa Gómez and Claudia Rodríguez
defeated team B with the following score: 25-15 and 25-18. Regarding soccer, children
from Yoyo Pérez Club beat La Canela Team 2 goals to 1.
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The children who scored the goals for the winning team were Robinson de León and
Jeison Rodríguez. On the losing team the only one that could score a goal was William
Rodríguez.  These games had the cooperation of teachers and of Mr. Juan Pichardo
(driver) and Mr. Luis Batista (gardener), as well as the always caring secretary
Lissette Pérez. We received the cooperation of the Santiago Volleyball Association.
They lent their net and poles for the volleyball match. Also the Indoor Soccer
Association lent their soccer goal.

On the other side, in the SOS Children’s Village Los Mina of Santo Domingo City,
children, adolescents and youths dared the strong rains to celebrate the International Day
of Peace.

Although it was impossible to go to the fields, their community spirit and their desire to
celebrate was shown through children’s games of the most diverse nature. They were
singing songs invented by them, while they sheltered from the rain in the SOS Hermann
Gmeiner School facilities, located in Los Mina locality, next to the SOS Children’s
Village. Also a chess competition was celebrated and other room games were played.

It was a bright and full of enthusiasm afternoon in a very special environment, where
children, adolescents and youths of SOS Children’s Village Santiago de los Caballeros
and SOS Children’s Village Los Mina in Santo Domingo City enjoyed and honoured
peace wishes for the world.
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EGYPT

SOS Children's Village Egypt

EL SALVADOR

SOS Children’s Village in El Salvador celebrated the Global Peace Games 2005. Our
children feel very proud of taking part in this event in which all as one voice will
proclaim against violence. The enthusiasm was felt in the SOS population, because our
children live the joy and emotion of sharing the pleasant experience of feeling loved and
safe in a harmonious and peaceful environment.

Sadly, this party atmosphere was disturbed, because of the concern for the situation that
our country was experiencing because of the intense rain and flooding caused by
Hurricane Stan. In addition to this, one of our volcanoes threatened with erupting, this
made impossible the development of these events in the different locations.

Nearly all of our SOS programmes, excepting one, had to cancel these programmed
activities, because of the national emergency lived in our country. Nevertheless, the spirit
of sharing was reflected in our children, who with much enthusiasm took initiatives and
made decisions to help our most in need brothers. Although they have not made any sport
activity celebrating Global Peace Games, our children lived a satisfaction party,
supporting others and helping to build a more fraternal world.

On October 15th., our SOS Children’s Village San Vicente, by means of a large effort,
celebrated an event specially intended for promoting peace in the world. As formality of
the event, and in the opening words of the ceremony, all together proclaimed loudly
against violence in the world.

In coordination with the National Institute of Sports of El Salvador (INDES, for its
acronym in Spanish) and the presence of its departmental director, children who took part
in the Regional Judo Competition that took place in the Olympic Central American
Village were awarded medals for the first, second and third place according to their
performance. Children seemed satisfied with the results, but above all they said they were
satisfied to share this experience with other children and youths of the country and the
region. This way, they can develop a harmonious and fraternal atmosphere among
persons.
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Following the awarding, artistic participations were presented. Different from last year,
aunts and SOS co-workers were the ones that delighted the public. The participants
enjoyed the artistic presentations. After the presentations and the closing words, lunch
was offered for all the persons present and as fraternity gesture, gifts to children, aunts
and SOS co-workers were given, as well as for the guests.

Among children, aunts, SOS co-workers and guests we were a total of 163 persons,
breathing an atmosphere full of joy and optimism for a more human and promising
future.
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GAMBIA

The event was celebrated at SOS Children's Villages, the Gambia, on Saturday 24
September 2005, and this year again it was a real success.

4 teams males and 4 teams females knocked each other out in a 7 A-side football
tournament which started with a curtain raiser match of SOS children U-10 against
children of the same age from Unity for Kids Academy.  All in all, it was a total of 10
teams (100 players and 20 team officials) and 7 matches which took place in one
afternoon.

It all started on 1st August with a fierce sponsorship campaign which yielded by the time
of the event the positive response of 23 organizations that sponsored either in cash, kind,
or in service, allowing us to cover all expenses and still have a cash balance.

Sponsorship provided the following:

3 trophies (for winners – male, female and curtain raiser)
60 medals
1 shield
10 footballs
4 whistles
222 T-shirts
26 crates of drinks

Sponsorship also provided the use of the Independent Stadium main bowl and facilities;
the participation of Gambia Football Association’s referees, lines men/women, match
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officials and  medical team; pre-games radio interview; the national radio and television
games coverage; private radio games coverage; free transport by bus for our SOS
children and teams.  It would be appropriate to say at this juncture that our 7 main
sponsors by order of importance were: Gambega (Coca Cola), Trust Bank Gambia Ltd,
Standard Chartered Bank, WHO, DHL, Netpage, and the Gambia Radio and Television
Services.  The Gambia Football Association and the stadium management were very
strong partners.

At 1:30 pm all the teams were at the stadium for the draw, and the games started at 15:15
pm with the curtain raiser match, followed by the female knock-out then the male-knock
out.  Both final matches male and female were played at the same time.  The matches
were highly technical and full of surprises with results that were unexpected; because all
the favorite teams lost.  However losing was done gracefully and the winners showed
high respect towards the losing teams; friendship, team spirit and togetherness were the
order of the day.  The atmosphere was simply joyful.

This year the winning teams are SOS Children’s Village FC U-17 (male team) and City
Gilrs FC (female team). The curtain raiser match was won by Unity for Kids Academy
U-10 over SOS Children’s Villages FC U-10.

The Welcome address by Ms Oumou Tall emphasized on the meaning and the purpose of
the day; which celebrates the commitment to non-violence, understanding, tolerance,
friendship and peace.  She reminded the youth and children of their very important and
essential role as Ambassadors who are carrying the torch of friendship, non-violence and
peace around the nations and cultures.  She informed and reminded them that the games
are organised in celebration of the UN International Day of Peace celebrated on 21st

September every year from 2001 until 2010.  She further informed the participants of the
very special meaning of the 2005 games which again celebrates the UN proclamation of
2005 being the International Year of Sport for Development and Physical Education and
the request by FIFA to all National Football Associations/Federations to celebrate the
FIFA Fairplay Day on 21st September, the same day as the International Day of Peace.
She also took the opportunity to remind the participants of the 10 points FIFA’s
definition of the Football Code of Conduct and pleaded with all participants to abide by
them on the field and outside the field, to educate their pears on the worth of this code for
the sake of peace, harmony and unity.  She warmly thanked the numerous wonderful
sponsors who made this day possible and a success.  Finally she asked participants to
ponder of the following phrase by the Roman Poet Decimus Junius who said almost two
thousand years ago: “mens sana in corpore sano” – “ a sound mind in a sound body”; and
its relevance throughout time.

Mr Lamin Kolley deputising for Hon. Samba Faal, Secretary of State for Youth and
Sports and Religious Affais, explained the absence of the SoS for Youth and Sport who
had travelled to Peru to take part in the World U-17 Football Championship, and  invited
youth and children to ponder on the importance and the meaning and to understand the
UN Millenium Goals for sustainable human development and how they should play their
role in the mission of global friendship and the culture of peace, understanding and non-
violence.  He told the participants that the games are celebrated so that they can have fun
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and make friends, but are also celebrated to give them an opportunity to be educated and
informed on the importance of peace, non-violence and the understanding of the alliance
of children and youth across nations and cultures.  On behalf of the SoS for Youth and
Sports, he declared the games open.

Mr David Bowen, Resident Representative for FAO and Acting Coordinator of the UN
System in The Gambia read and passed on the message of Adolf Ogi, Special Advisor to
the UN Secretary General on Sport for Development and Peace; which expressed his
wholehearted support for the Global Peace Games 2005.  This year being officially
proclaimed by UN the International Year of Sport and Physical Education, “The goal of
the year stands in close relationship with the core values of the UN Charter and
represents a global effort to convey the message about the universal power of sports,
hence making a tangible contribution to human development through transforming
individuals and communities to subsequently a more peaceful world” he said.  Then he
went on “Sport is a school of life, where you will learn how to win gracefully, to keep
your head up high in defeat, to respect your opponent and – most importantly – the rules
of the game through Fairplay.  The 2005 Global Peace Games for Children and Youth
represent an important step in this effort to accomplish this common goal of creating a
better world for all.  Your participation will give a lightening example about how the
seemingly idealistic values of sport may realistically contribute to a world of tolerance,
friendship and cooperation.”  Finally, Mr Bowen read on “I join you in the global
handshake of friendship”.  These words were listened to with a solemn silence from all
the participants and spectators, and were welcomed by a roar of applause.  The message
was well captured, well understood, and well appreciated.

Isatou Cham an SOS girl who plays with the Red Scorpions FC female team read the
pledge which was repeated by all the participants and spectators to: respect all life,
reject all violence, share with others, listen to understand, preserve the planet and
contribute to the development of community.

Then the Kick-Off was given by: Mr Bowen Coordinator UN System who kicked the ball
to Mr Baricako Secretary to the African Commission on Human & Peoples Rights (AU),
who kicked the ball to Mr Kolley deputizing for the SoS Youth and Sports, who in turn
kicked the ball to an SOS Child, who finally kicked the ball to the curtain raiser players
in the field; which gave the GO! for the start of the Games for Peace 2005!!!”.

At the final whistle ending the Global Peace Games 2005, trophies, medals, footballs, T-
shirts and drink vouchers were presented; all participants went back home with some
prize to remind them of the day and their commitment to the culture and the education of
PEACE.  Major sponsors received a shield, and all sponsors received a Certificate of
Appreciation.  Until we meet again for the Global Peace Games 2006.
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GEORGIA

At SOS Tbilisi, on the 25th of September, 2005, the SOS PlayBus team with the support
of Tbilisis was able to organize an activity for 4 hours on sport thematics and a
competition as a highlight of activity in the Public place at Rustaveli Avenue, Tbilisi, for
about 500-700 children.

The PlayBus team starts with name tagging. Everyone is invited to play with the group,
but no one will be forced to do it. After all the children are “labelled”, the first step is to
say “hello” to each other and getting into the activity with games in the big group, to
which all the children are invited to join. After that, the PlayBus team informs the
children what they can do that day, what stations or games will be offered during the
activity. These stations may include: handicrafts, juggling, movement materials, table
games, face painting, playing with a parachute, games without materials, rope jungle,...

At the end of an activity there is a highlight, which could be a competition. After the
event's peak the PlayBus team says goodbye to all the children and participants.

On the 21st of September, 2005 at 4 p.m, a soccer game dedicated to Global Peace
Games was held in SOS Children’s Village Kutaisi. The friendly football match was
between children from Kutaisi Football School and from SOS Children’s Village
Kutaisi.

The game was held on the territory of the village, attended by the pupils from Kutaisi
N33 Secondary School and their teachers as well as the children from the
neighbouring communities and their parents, representatives from the society of
Kutaisi.  The programme will encompass sport as well as cultural activities.

In addition, at the SOS Youth Houses in Georgia, on the 21st of September football
matches were held with participation of the youngsters from SOS Youth House Tbilisi I,
SOS Youth House Tbilisi II and SOS Youth House Tbilisi III.
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GHANA

The 2005 Global Peace Games in Ghana were organized by a committee consisting of
three partners; Play Soccer Ghana, Right To Play Ghana and SOS Children’s
Villages Ghana. The committee decided that in order to maximize the impact of the
Games, two events in different locations should be held, ensuring that a wider range of
children benefited from the Games than in previous years.

In the weeks leading up to the event both Play Soccer and Right To Play representatives
made multiple appearances on local and national radio as well as national TV in order to
raise awareness about the International Day of Peace and to secure sponsorship for the
Peace Games. A media advisory sent to all of the main newspapers, and journalists were
invited to attend the event.

  

The days themselves began with opening speeches on the subject of peace by dignitaries
from the Ministry of Education and Sport and from the Officer of the United
Nations Volunteers Program, Ghana. The Games consisted of 12 ‘stations’ around
which the 300 children rotated, meaning that all 300 children were always participating.
Stations run by Play Soccer taught football skills and teamwork, stations run by Right To
Play consisted of Blue ‘Peace Ball’ games from their Red Ball Child Play module, which
taught about peace, teamwork, understanding and cooperation. SOS operated three
stations based around the themes of music, drama and art, providing the children with
alternative means through which to express the meaning of peace. At the music station
the children learned the words to a peace song that they later performed, while at the art
station the children were provided with a peace themed notebook, and were able to place
their handprint on the Peace Manifesto banner.
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At the site of the first event, Tema, once the circuits had finished all 300 children
participated in a mass game of ‘crab football’ while at the second event in Asiakwa, a
mixed selection of children (both boys and girls) from each organization played a
friendly football match. Both days culminated in a reading of the Peace Manifesto,
singing of the days peace song, and lunch for the participants and volunteers.

600 children participated in the two events, and approximately 700 children and adults
witnessed them. It is the belief of Right To Play that all of the children present at the day
went away having had a fantastic time.  They also learned important messages regarding
the concept of peace, and enhanced their understanding and appreciation of social
cooperation.   The key messages of the day were further disseminated by TV, radio and
newspaper coverage of both events.

  

Statistics:

Event 1:
Date: Friday 23rd September
Venue: Tema Sports Stadium
SOS Children’s Village children:100
Play Soccer children: 80 + 20 from WADREC*
Right ToPlay: 2 local primary schools: 75 +25 from Ghana School for the Deaf
Total Participants: 300 children.

Event 2:
Date: Friday 30th September
Venue: Asiakwa SOS Village FIFA sponsored pitch.
SOS Children’s Village/Play Soccer children: 200
Right To Play: 100 children from local schools (identified on their behalf by SOS).
Total Participants: 300 children.

*West African Dispute Resolution Centre.
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GUINEA

No one in this world could wish more for Peace than the populations of these Refugee
Camps in Guinea.  For the first time, Right to Play organized 2 Global Peace Days in the
forest region of Guinea for Liberian refugees living in Laine and Kola refugee camps.
The games sought to convey and promote peace, especially appropriate before the
Liberian elections.

On September 24th and October 1st the communities
of Laine and Kola refugee camps, respectively, woke
up to bright sunshine, the sounds of beating drums
and lots of voices as a large parade moved through
the camp conveying the message of peace. It was
only the beginning of a day full of sport and cultural
activities used to celebrate peace and join the whole
community together to unite in the name of peace.

After the peace parade, Right to Play coaches organized a play day focused around fun
games for children aged 2- 15 to promote the guiding Right To Play principles of Fair
Play, Team Work, Inclusion, and Respect.

In Laine, Right To Play collaborated with JRS,
ARC Legal Aid and other partners to organize
this full day of games, dance, kickball and
football. In total, around 2500 youth and children
were involved. In the Afternoon children and
adults, NGO representatives and Community
leaders came together to sign the peace manifesto
and enjoy the JRS dance Competition. The day
ended successfully with RTP kickball matches for
females and football matches for males.

In Kola, supported by FISCR, roughly 350
children and youth came together in a similar
play day and then a fun run for peace. It ended
with songs and refreshments and LOTS of
excited children!
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The SOS Children's Village Guinea event was celebrated on Saturday 24 September
2005 at the regional stadium in Kankan, in collaboration with FEGUIFOOT
(Federation Guineene de Football) that was also commemorating in Kankan the 9th
World FIFA Fairplay day, and the finals of the U17 National Cup. Dignitaries to this
event were the Minister of Youth, Sports and Culture, the Governor of the region of
Kankan, the President of FEGUIFOOT just to name a few.

To start the event, there was a march-pass of the SOS team and its opponent team from
the community, the two team finalist of the U17 National Cup, and staff of SOS Kankan,
let by the drumming of the regional band.  SOS children and staff all wore the FIFA for
SOS T-shirt, and were also holding a banner with the SOS logo and another one with the
pledge.

Then the Village Director of SOS Kankan on behalf of the National Director gave his
welcome address in which he strongly presented SOS-KDI and Helmut Kutin’s
commitment to peace.  He thanked all the partners and friends that have made this day
possible, especially FEGUIFOOT through his President who was present.  Then he read
the pledge for all the participants and spectators to hear and make it their own.

The first match was SOS Children’s Village Kankan Vs a team from the community
which ended in a draw.  The second match, finals of the U17 National Cup was far more
professional and technical and was won by the administrative department of Faranah.
With both matches, fairplay was respected, and friendship prevailed which are the for-
runners of peace between people.
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Trophies were given to the winners, but everybody went home with a gift to remember
the day.  And before the crowd dispersed, the Village Director SOS Kankan made it a
point to invite everyone to the next Global Peace Games in 2006.

GUINEA BISSAU

SOS Children's Village Guinea Bissau
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KENYA

The Global Peace Games 2005 were held in Eldoret, Kenya and organized by a
consortium of three organizations, namely the Kenya Alliance of Resident Associations
(KARA), the Kenya Community Sports Foundation (KESOFO) and the Eldoret Town &
Environs Development Association (ETEDA). This month-long soccer tournament for
the under 19, was officially launched on 13th August 2005 at the 64 Stadium, with 18
youth soccer clubs participating. The finals of this tournament were held on 24th

September 2005, at 64 Stadium, with the presence of local dignitaries. It is remarkable
that this is the first ever event to be organized in Kenya.

Before the tournament, the organizing committee held a media briefing to inform the
public about this epic event which has never ever been organized in Kenya. On that
occasion, all the participating youth teams and clubs attended the session meant to
educate participating children and youth about the significance of their inclusion and to
explain the themes of the Games. The most important question asked during the session
was “What does peace mean to me?” The organizing committee explained satisfactorily
about the importance of sport in the promotion of peace, tolerance and understanding.

The tournament was divided into 3 zones, namely; LANGAS, KIMUMU and CENTRAL
ZONES and into three playing fields. A total of 18 Teams participated in the tournament,
with each zone producing 6 teams. In all a total of 64 matches were played.

The tournament was classified into three parts

1. First round to knock out: All the 18 teams competed to qualify for the knock outs
to the quarter finals. Each zone was supposed to play and produce the first 4 best
teams, which were then given the chance to qualify for the second round knock
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out to the quarter finals. A total of 40 matches were played during this phase of
the tournament.

2. Knock out to quarter final: This was the second part of the tournament where 16
teams participated after a drop out two teams due to lack of enough points to
proceed. In all, a total of 8 matches were played in each zone. Each venue played
two matches every day, i.e. from 2 pm to 4 p.m. During this stage of the
tournament, the first and second best teams in each zone were facilitated to travel
to other venues  to play with the first and second best teams of other zones, all
trying to get enough points, win and qualify for the quarter finals. At the same
time, the 3rd and 4th in every zone were also facilitated to travel to other zones to
play to determine their overall position in the tournament.

3. Quarter final, semi final and final: During the quarter final, only 8 teams remained
in the tournament. Accordingly, two venues were used for this epic event i.e. The
Prisons ground and 64 Stadium. In all, a total of 4 matches were played during
this phase of the tournament. The semi final was the second last stage where 4
teams participated. At the end of this last leg, the first, second, third and forth
teams were determined.

All participants were given the opportunity to sign the Manifesto that was drafted for
UNESCO by Nobel Peace Laureates.

KESOFO was privileged enough to receive a special message from Mr. Adolf Ogi, the
Special Advisor to the Secretary General of the United Nations on Sport for Development
and Peace.  This message was read before the commencement of every football match,
with significant results. Usually, many football tournaments end up with quarrels and
sometimes vicious fights between fans and supporters of participating teams, due to
hooliganism, but during the entire life of this tournament (lasting one month), there were
no fights at all nor acts of indiscipline reported. Indeed, one of the club leaders remarked
during the closing ceremony that the peace message read during the tournament largely
contributed to the successful and peaceful administration and conclusion of the
tournament. Owing to this, the youth unanimously agreed to hold a similar event next
year with the participation of more clubs this time around.
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All participants were encouraged to exchange a handshake of friendship, before and after
a match, as a gesture that they could too extend the message of global friendship and the
culture of peace and non-violence.

This tournament also used sport as an effective mode of communication and social
mobilization and as a highly effective tool for raising public awareness about HIV/AIDS,
especially as it draws communities together, providing an ideal site for public
information campaigns on prevention and protection and reaching large numbers of
people of varying backgrounds and ages. Further, it is the believe of KESOFO that
messages through sport have the potential to reach populations who might not otherwise
be reached. The participatory nature of sport also makes it a powerful means to dispel
misunderstanding about the disease, breaking down stigma and discrimination.

The games were organized in a very unique way, in that a number of activities preceded
the games. Apart from the peace messages, the team managers and coaches held an open
educational session attended by all the players and their fans in elaborating on the
HIV/AIDS pandemic. So powerful were the sessions that some of the young men openly
admitted that they have never had such an in depth and participatory teaching like the one
they had received. The fact is that most of the HIV/AIDS messages have been passed on
to the young people by adults in a classroom situation, thus removing the element of
sharing experiences and opening up such sessions for in-depth understanding and for an
opportunity to raise questions and elicit responses from a peer understanding perspective.

Indeed, one parent remarked “ I could not believe the words that my son said on Sunday,
when he came in and started talking openly with the other children about the HIV/AIDs
pandemic---------- we have never ever heard any of our children talk about this bad
disease. I attribute this new boldness to his association with Chepkanga Football club”
said, Simon Kigen, a parent of the youth players.
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KYRGYZSTAN

The organization of SOS Global Peace Games on the sport fields of SOS facilities with
participation of other public schools has already become a good tradition. This year we
have kept the observance this tradition and carried out Global Peace Games in SOS
Children’s Village Cholponata and at the Hermann Gmeiner School in Bishkek.

The tournament was carried out at the SOS Hermann Gmeiner School Bishkek on a
very good level. There were 2 girl teams and 4 boy teams: more than 70 children as well
as city children of school and schoolchildren of other public schools. We hope these
Global Peace Games once again become the stimulus for children for sport. The
ceremonial opening and closing were reported in mass media. All the teams played with
enthusiasm and strong will. Every team, every player wanted to prove they were stronger
than others. We should emphasize such players as Syrgak uulu Mirbec (HGSB), Jumaliev
Ch. (HGSB), Sultanaliev A. (school No 69), Alybaev R. (school No 69), who leaded their
teams to the victory. As in previous 2 tournaments, the 3rd year “Golden Cup” of Global
Peace Games tournament was won by HGSB team.

   

      

The good organization and results of the tournament, its humanitarian cause, its impartial
judge, good prizes, and the increasing number of participants and important persons`
attention each year has encouraged us to carry out Global Peace Games on a city level
next year to draw in even more children and youth. This idea was fully supported by the
Football Federation Kyrgyzstan and City Committee on Sports, Tourism and
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Physical Culture. As HGSB`s football field is not designed for carrying out of large
games, the Football Federation suggested its field, professional judge and prizes. Such a
decision will support spreading Global Peace Games ideas, tasks and the ideas of SOS
and inculcate a taste for sport, particularly for football.

In SOS Children’s Village Cholponata in the framework of FIFA Youth Fund and to
support the Global Peace Games was held a traditional football match in September
21,2005. The aim of this match was the propaganda of sport games and the integration of
SOS children with local children.

The friendly match between SOS Children’s village team “Dostuk” and local children
team “PMK” was played in the sport ground of local secondary school.10 boys at the
age of 10-13 played football from SOS Children’s village. Other SOS children, all SOS
mothers and co-workers and local parents were fans. They cheered on and motivated
football players. During this game, the sport teacher of local secondary school, Vladimir
Vladimirovich Saenko controlled the game.

     

There were two matches, which lasted for 30 minutes. The result of first match was
0:2.The winners were players of the team “PMK”. The second match was 1:0.SOS
Children’s team “Dostuk” won in this match. Total score was 1:2 in favor of PMK team.
SOS Children’s team lost in this match.

At the end of the match winners were awarded with prizes and all football players took
photos together. In a friendly atmosphere children had eaten a cake. They became good
friends.

We hope these Global Peace Games become the stimulus for children to participate in
sport.  All the participants of the tournament signed the Manifesto. The children
understood that it was their agreement to keep peace all over the world, to use sport for
development, to value life, to respect each other and to deny violence.
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LEBANON

For the third consecutive year, the SOS Children’s Village in Kfarhay joined the world
wide Global Peace Games for Children and Youth acknowledging its importance in the
journey towards creating a better world for all.

In this context, a series of activities were held during September 2005 including a
basketball and a football tournaments whereby children explored together the joy of the
universal power of sports. Children coming from the surrounding villages of Kferhay
in addition to the SOS children competed over the Global Peace Games 2005. This
year, the SOS team worked hard to win the second prize.

An Open Door Day was organized on the 11th of September to celebrate the event that
gathered around 200 children and youth. In addition to receiving visitors from all over
Lebanon, several activities were also organized such as chess and table tennis
competitions. This day witnessed the organization of the Marathon of Peace For happy
Childhood including children from the following age groups (4 to 6, 7 to 10 and 11 to 15
years old)

The Open Door ended by a social event where the SOS Children performed dances and
songs, and where Miss Amalia Abi Saleh, the well- known actress, presented a play while
Mr. Fuad Nohra and Miss Rula Saad performed the best of their songs.

Mr. Johny Yasmine, the director of the Village, distributed awards to the winners
focusing on the importance of these activities in order to permit to this event to be a
pleasant experience where the sport’s values are promoted and achieved in order to build
a World of Peace based on tolerance, friendship and cooperation.

   

At the end of the day all the attendants signed the Manifesto towards a better day.

LIBERIA

SOS Children's Village Liberia
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MADASCAR

Les jeux mondiaux pour la paix pour les enfants et pour les jeunes ont été célébrés pour
la première fois à Madagascar par l’initiative de l’association SOS Village d’Enfants le
28 octobre dernier. Cette journée a été combinée avec la journée du FAIR-PLAY de
la FIFA.

Plusieurs personnes ont été invitées comme le représentant du ministère par
l’intermédiaire du directeur du centre régional de la jeunesse et des sports, madame la
présidente de l’association SOS Village d’Enfants de Madagascar, et le représentant de la
Fédération Malagasy de Football. Le Football et le Handball étaient les disciplines
qu’on a choisies pour cette journée.

Nous avons pu rassemblé 210 enfants participants et 600 signatures  pour l’engagement
qui a été lu officiellement par les enfants en deux langues différentes (française,
malgache). Pour cette journée la devise a été « ENFANTS ET SPORTS, UNE
COMBINAISON POUR UN MONDE MEILLEUR ».

.  

Déroulement: Plusieurs matchs furent organisés dans ces deux disciplines, concernant des
différentes catégories masculines et féminines. La cérémonie officielle a été  commencée
par le défilé des participants en portant le drapeau du Fairplay. Le responsable du centre
de foot avait pris la parole en expliquant l’objectif de ces jeux et en transmettant au
public le message du conseiller spécial du secrétaire général des Nations Unies. Il y avait
un lecture de l’engagement dans le manifeste par les enfants participants. Madame la
présidente de l’association avait dit de son côté encourager l’action des enfants dans leur
mission pour la paix et le  développement de la société. Le coup d’envoi de match de foot
a été donné par le représentant de la fédération. Ces jeux ont été couverts par des presses
locales et nationales. Des petits fanions (portant logo du jeux) ont été distribué en guise
de souvenir des jeux. Les poignés de main d’amitié ont été réalisé à la fin de tous les
matchs autour du terrain de foot. Ainsi se termine notre rapport ,l’année prochaine nous
pensons de dynamiser,  d’augmenter le nombre de disciplines ,participants………..
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MALI

A 50 km de Sanankoroba, à Ouélessébougou, les Jeux Mondiaux 2005 de la Paix furent
l’occasion d’une manifestation publique qui a réuni de nombreux enfants des populations
locales.  Cette manifestation fut introduite par le discours du représentant de
l’Association Malienne des Villages d’Enfants SOS  en présence des personnalités et
notables de Ouélessébougou. La troupe Hermann Gmeiner du Village d’Enfants SOS
offrit à l’assistance un touchant spectacle chorégraphique et de percussion.  Des produits
fabriqués dans le cadre des activités pratiques et dirigées du Village ont été exposés. Le
message de paix de Mr Adolf Ogi, conseiller spécial auprès du Secrétariat Général des
Nations Unies sur le sport pour le développement et la paix , fut lue par une de nos jeunes
filles. Un match de football a opposé nos jeunes à ceux de Ouéléssébougou. Après la
signature du Manifesto, le lancement de la Colombe de la Paix fut l’ultime moment
symbolique de la commémoration de la Journée Mondiale de la Paix.

     
Le Village d’Enfants SOS de Socoura Mopti contribua également à la fête en
organisant une manifestation populaire sur le terrain de la biennale à Sévaré en présence
de notables, associations et ONG partenaires de SOS Villages d’Enfants Mali.
L’équipe de football des jeunes du Village joua contre une équipe de 2ème division, le
Danava football club de Sévaré. Le Manifesto exposé recueillit de nombreuses
signatures. Une soirée de « Balafon » clôtura les jeux dans la salle des fêtes du Village
d’Enfants SOS.
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MEXICO

SOS Children’s Villages of Mexico celebrated the International Day of Peace and the
FIFA Fair Play Day the Global Peace Games 2005 took place on September 24th and 25th.
This year the host house was SOS Children’s Village Tehuacan. The SOS Villages
from Mexico City and Huehuetoca took part as honoured guests.

All the children were excited about these games, not only for the fact of taking part in the
different sport activities, but also because they had the opportunity of seeing their friends
of other villages. All of them made the most of their stay in Tehuacan, playing and
enjoying a lot.

  

The games began at 10 o’clock in the morning of Saturday 24th of September. Mr. José
Mora, director of the SOS Children’s Village Tehuacan, welcomed all the participant
villages and declared the Global Peace Games 2005 to be officially opened in Mexico.
Eduardo, a child from SOS Children’s Village Tehuacan, welcomed the children from
Huehuetoca and Mexico City:

“Welcome, cousins, to this village of Tehuacan. This is your house also. We hope that
this event will unite us more, so that we establish and strengthen more our fraternal ties.
We belong to house 1. In this house live Guillermo, Diego, Agustín, Jaquelin and me and
we want to say that: A white dove symbolizes purity and cordiality. We would like it to
be the reflex of every game and we want the best to win, WELCOME”.

And in this way, began this event--- full of fraternity, sport and healthy coexistence.
During the first day the feminine and masculine soccer tournament took place. All the
teams played very well. Children demonstrated their interest for sport, and although all of
them wanted to be the champions, they always played fairly. They respected the rules and
their rivals. Excited to be the winners of the tournament, they were always watching to
see the performance of the other teams, but at the end only one was the winner. In both
categories, feminine and masculine, the champions were children from the host village.
Tehuacan demonstrated to have excellent athletes.

On the second day of activities, there were basketball games in both categories. Again,
Tehuacan children demonstrated that they are excellent in sports. They eliminated all
their rivals. SOS Children’s Village Huehuetoca was a very strong competitor, but at the
end the children from the host village were crowned as the champions in both
tournaments, all of them demonstrated to be excellent in sports.
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To finish there was the awarding of prices, host mothers and aunts were very proud of the
victory of their children and, above all, they were very happy looking at their children
who were also very happy with their trophies.
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MOROCCO

Au Village d’Enfants SOS d’Aït Ourir, le week-end du 24 Septembre avait un charme
particulier. La Journée Mondiale de la Paix décrétée par les Nations Unies était
l’occasion pour les enfants du Village et des écoles environnantes de célébrer ensemble
les Jeux Mondiaux 2005 de la Paix dans un climat fraternel. Autour du football, activité
centrale, étaient organisées des activités culturelles telles la projection d’un film, à l’école
Hermann Gmeiner, suivie d’un débat sur La Paix.  Un concours de peinture sur toile sur
le thème « Enfant, Education et Paix » a impliqué les familles SOS tandis qu’un autre sur
la poésie avec pour sujet la Paix a concerné les enfants. C’est au complexe sportif du
Village que de nombreux élèves des établissements scolaires de la région d’Aït Ourir
prirent rendez-vous pour participer aux compétitions de football. Une première demi-
finale a opposé l'école Hassan Saghir à l'école Riad ; la deuxième, l’école SOS
Hermann Gmeiner à l'école El Jadida. Un match amical a également réuni les
fonctionnaires de la municipalité d'Ait Ourir et les employés du Village d'Enfants
SOS. Au cours de la soirée de clôture, des médailles ont été distribuées aux meilleur
défenseur, meilleur attaquant et aux joueurs les plus disciplinés. Cette soirée de fête était
animée par le Club El Amal des Arts Martiaux avec des démonstrations vivement
applaudies en Kata, Kong Fu et Aïkido. Les enfants du Village offrirent un spectacle. La
Coupe Hermann Gmeiner 2005 de la Paix fut attribuée à une école d’Aït Ourir.

Sous l’œil bienveillant du directeur du Village, Mr El Hani, les Jeux Mondiaux de la Paix
ont été célébrés au Village d’Enfant SOS d’ Imzouren avec une totale adhésion aux
valeurs pacifistes. Les enfants et jeunes ont exprimé cette adhésion à travers des activités
culturelles et sportives : concours de dessin sur le thème de la Paix, jeux de plein air,
compétitions sportives. Ont commémoré cette Journée avec les enfants du Village, ceux
des villages environnants qui fréquentent notre école. La Journée Mondiale de la Paix a
ainsi constitué pour les villageoises et villageois SOS d’Imzouren une occasion de
divertissement, de joie et de tolérance aussi bien chez les enfants, les jeunes que, chez les
adultes.
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Les messagers de La Paix qu’ont été les enfants du Village d’Enfants SOS de Dar
Bouazza avaient choisi comme thème « Pour une culture de la non-violence et de la
Paix » en ce dimanche 25 septembre 2005 afin de célébrer la Journée Mondiale de la
paix. Au programme, des manifestations sportives et une  réflexion autour de La Paix.
Pour la 4ème année consécutive, une épreuve de cross country a réuni les enfants qui
arboraient fièrement leur tenue de sport blanc et bleu, aux couleurs de SOS Village
d’Enfants Maroc. Une manifestation ouverte à tous… ce fut la grande nouveauté de
l’année. 12 groupes d’enfants et jeunes sensibilisés à l’importance de cette Journée, se
sont rendus dans les douars du voisinage avec l’objectif  de lier amitié, communiquer,
s’amuser aussi, mais surtout montrer aux habitants -particulièrement aux enfants de leur
âge- le rôle central qu’ils pouvaient jouer dans la recherche de l’Amitié et de la Paix. Des
signatures pour la paix… ce sont près de 500 signataires qui se sont engagés dans cette
grande cause et ont compris l’importance des messages simples et objectifs véhiculés par
les enfants du Village d’Enfants SOS à des habitants en majorité illettrés. Cette
manifestation coïncidant avec la rentrée scolaire nous a permis de donner un nouveau
souffle à l’éveil de nos enfants et à leur élévation morale. Nous avons l’espoir, en nous
étant ainsi faits messagers, d’avoir atteint les objectifs de promotion des valeurs de paix
auxquels nous croyons.

Au Lieu de Vie SOS pour Handicapés de Dar Bouazza, la Paix a été fêtée pendant
deux semaines pratiquement. Deux semaines de communication, d’échanges et
d’expression autour des valeurs de tolérance, de liberté et de paix. Avec un point
culminant : le 13 septembre 2005, date de l’inauguration officielle du terrain de sport
dont la FIFA a fait don à notre association.  Jour qui a été également choisi pour célébrer
la Journée Mondiale de la Paix. Pour préparer les Jeux Mondiaux de la Paix, les enfants
du Village et les jeunes du Lieu de Vie ont redoublé de créativité et d’imagination afin de
brosser de grands tableaux aux couleurs de la paix. Le 13 septembre, tout était fin prêt
pour accueillir nos invités et partenaires à l’entrée du Lieu de Vie où flottaient les
drapeaux du Maroc, de la FIFA, de SOS Villages d’Enfants et de l’Union Européenne.
Ont assisté à cette cérémonie, différentes personnalités dont M. Alain Vandermissen,
conseiller auprès de la délégation de la Commission européenne au Maroc, M. Rachel
Bourget, directeur régional pour le Maghreb et l’Afrique de l’Ouest de SOS-Kinderdorf
International, Mme Béatrice Beloubad, directrice nationale de SOS Villages d’Enfants
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Maroc, des représentants de la Fédération Royale Marocaine de Football ainsi que de
nombreux partenaires, dont le groupe Accor et les associations ANAIS, APAEI, APTE
pour enfants inadaptés. Après la visite du Lieu de Vie, le coup d’envoi fut donné pour les
éliminatoires du « Tournoi de la Paix », compétition de mini foot disputée par les quatre
équipes du Lieu de Vie, de ANAIS, APAEI et APTE. Saïd Khatar, Directeur du Lieu de
Vie SOS a exprimé ses plus vifs remerciements à tous les partenaires de SOS Villages
d’Enfants Maroc présents. Béatrice Beloubad, avant d’inviter tous les participants à
signer le Manifesto de la Paix des Nations Unies, a rappelé l’importance de l’éducation et
du respect des Droits de l’Enfant. Les enfants et jeunes ont présenté une pièce de théâtre
et disputé un superbe tournoi de mini foot dont les équipes du Lieu de Vie et de l’APAEI
ont été les brillants finalistes. Et c’est dans une joyeuse ambiance que des trophées et
médailles furent remis aux participants avant que chacun signe l’engagement pour la Paix
des Nations Unies et se retrouve le temps d’un cocktail pour tisser de plus étroites
relations.
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MOZAMBIQUE

SOS Children's Village Mozambique

NICARAGUA

SOS Children’s Village Juigalpa had the honour of organising for the fourth
consecutive time the Global Peace Games. All the athletes with their trainers were
present at the opening hour, very excited and full of happiness, and mindful of the efforts
to be made for world peace made. The occasion allowed us to establish once again the
contacts with our community and above all, to help our children understand that we will
not allow any more violence in any of their environments. In the last days we have been
listening in the different mass media some news that depict a not flattering atmosphere
for the world. The war drum rolls sound, but the voices that claim the definitive peace in
the world are more significant. Only the active mobilization of the non-violence militants
will counteract the threat of the agitators.

The children of our village, as well as the children, adolescents and youths of six
neighbourhoods of Juigalpa expressed themselves through sports and culture, with the
desire and the deep conviction towards peace and non-violence in their different
expressions.

There were 5 soccer teams and eight teams of minor games who took part in the games.
During seven hours they gave their best to raise very high standards for the shirts that
represent their schools and neighbourhoods. The participation of the supporters was very
splendid, and above all the sport spirit was shining.  The ones who could not win
demonstrated they were very good athletes, and won the applause of the public who
recognized at every moment their courage and sport discipline.

At the opening of the program, the participants listened to the plan for the different events
and categories to participate in. A girl from our village began with the SOS prayer. Then
the dance group made two presentations. Afterwards, the minor games were played and
the first finalists were selected. Youths who play soccer began the first league named
“Global Peace Games”. These Games were played during October to select the finalists,
and FIFA made a donation of sport uniforms that were worn for the first time this day.

Finally, all the participants crowded to listen with full attention and reflection the
Manifesto for Peace. It was read by Jacob Rodríguez, prominent sport activist of the
department and with much pride, by a youth leader of the male community of our SOS
Children’s Village. To end, all participants were organized in rows and signed the
Manifesto, ratifying what initially they have heard in the inaugural act and demonstrated
in the their games.
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PAKISTAN

Pakistan School Games Association

PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES and BETHLEHEM

SOS Children's Village Palestinian Territories and Bethlehem

PERU

 International Juvenil

ROMANIA

SOS Children's Village Romania

RUSSIA

SOS Children's Village Russia



47

RWANDA

In collaboration with the “Association des Jeunes Sportifs de Kigali: Espérance”
(Espérance) Right To Play planned a “Streetfootball” (called “football pour la paix” in
Rwanda) tournament to go beyond a classic sports festival type of event and use sport as
a tool to demonstrate the power of sport for peace building and keeping.   The tournament
was held under the umbrella of the Global Peace Games.

    

Eight different organizations were invited to create to teams of two age categories ( 8 to
12 years old and 13 to 17 years old) to participate in the tournament.  The event was held
at the Kimisagara Youth House, in the Nyamirambo district of Kigali, a popular
gathering place for the population, located in the bottom a small valley, creating a natural
amphitheater.  An “animateur” was present throughout the day, playing music, carrying
out HIV sensitization and helping to coordinate and guide teams for the tournament.
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As one of the main highlights of the day, the football star, Jimmy Gatete was also
present for the event.  He actively participated by reading the Adolf Ogi message and
coordinating the signing of the Peace Manifesto.  The presence of Mr. Gatete drew much
media attention and subsequently, the event was broadcasted on most media channels in
Kigali.  At last, the day was concluded with prizes for all participants, winning teams and
players who had demonstrated strong “fairplay”. These prizes were handed out by the
President of Espérance and  Right To Play Athlete Ambassador Pamela Rugabira
(Olympic swimmer).

The Adof Ogi message was read by Jimmy Gatete at the beginning of the day’s activities,
in Kinyarwanda, prior to the signing of the manifesto. The English and Kinyarwanda
version are given below:

I pledge in my daily life, in my
family, my work, my
community, my country and my
region to:

Respect all Life
Reject all Violence
Share with Others
Listen to Understand
Preserve the Planet
Contribute to the

Development of the
Community

Ndarahiye mu buzima bwa buri munsi,
mu muryango wanjye, akazi kanjye,
ihuriro ryanjye, igihugu cyanjye
n’akarere kanjye ko:
Nzubaha mu buzima bwanjye
Kwamagana ubugizi bwa nabi bwose
Gusangira n’abandi
Kumva kugira ngo mbashe kumenya
Kwiyita ku bidukikije
Kugira uruhare mu iterambere ry’ihuriro

As a participating organization in the Global Peace Games, Right To Play and Espérance
integrated the signing of the Manifesto for Peace drafted for UNESCO by Nobel Peace
Laureates.

  

Over 200 children signed a banner on which the Manifesto (in Kinyarwanda) was printed.
Eight children were selected, for their ability to read, 1 per organization and were brought
on stage by the staff.  Each of them was given a section of the Peace Manifesto to read
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and the animateur present throughout the event facilitated their reading as well as their
access to the microphone.  The banner was left under the care of Espérance at the
Kimisagara Youth House, from which Espérance operates.  This Manifesto will continue
to be used by Espérance for their future events and kept as a reminder for the children as
to their engagement towards peace.

After the Adolph Ogi speech and the signing of the Manifesto, Athlete Ambassador
Jimmy Gatete reminded the children of their engagement towards peace and asked all
teams to play a fair game and demonstrate their commitment to gamesmanship by
shaking hands before and after every match.

Present for the event were four representatives of the printed local press: Imvaho journal
(state - Kinyarwanda), New Times (state - English), Champion (independent-
Kinyarwanda) and La Nouvelle Relève (state – French).  The National television Station
also covered the activities and broadcasted the footage the following day.  At last, four
radio stations also covered the event: Radio Rwanda (state – English, French,
Kinyarwanda), Radio 10 (independent - English and Kinyarwanda) and Flash FM
(independent – French and Kinyarwanda).

Furthermore, two cameramen, one hired by the Kimisagara Youth Center, one by Right
To Play who filmed the event. A peace sign was drawn, out of chalk, on the ground for
the audience to see from the hills around the Kimisagara site.  Multiple banners were
produced and put up around the Kimisagara center for the event: 1-International Year of
Sport banner, 2-International Day of Peace banner with RTP logo, espérance logo and
USAID + CORE Initiative, 3-Three Right To Play Banners, 4-One Espérance banner 5-
Three Ulhsport banners.

The participating organizations provided two teams each and two “encadreurs” to care
and manage the children during the day’s activities. These participating organizations
were the following:

1- Kimisagara Youth House
2- Sport and Culture for Peace Foundation
3- Gisimba Orphenage
4- S.O.S. Village
5- Red Crosss Youth House Project
6- Amahoro Association
7- CPAG (Centre Presbytérien d’Amour pour les Jeunes)
8- Pamasor Orphenage

Post tournament, each organization was thanked for their participation and sent a photo of
their teams with Jimmy Gatete.
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SENEGAL

Le 21 septembre 2005, Journée Mondiale de la Paix, a été chaleureusement commémoré
par les trois Villages d’Enfants SOS Senegal de Dakar, Louga et Kaolack. Des
compétitions sportives -essentiellement de football- ont été organisées réunissant
plusieurs jeunes participants aux Jeux Mondiaux 2005 de la Paix des Villages et de
l’extérieur. L’esprit fédérateur et universaliste de cet événement et son objectif de
promouvoir la paix dès la plus tendre enfance rejoignaient les valeurs d’amitié, de
fraternité et de solidarité prônés au sein des Villages d’Enfants SOS. Afin de renforcer la
sensibilisation, le message du Conseiller Spécial du Secrétariat des Nations Unies sur le
Sport pour le Développement et la Paix, a été lu à différents moments de la journée par
les enfants, exhortant les jeunes à  apprendre à gagner avec élégance, à garder  la tête
haute dans la défaite, à respecter leurs adversaires et les règles du franc jeu. A Kaolack 6
équipes se sont succédées auxquelles ont participé plus de 150 jeunes de moins de 15
ans ; à Louga 4 équipes cadettes ont réuni plus de 200 jeunes ; à Dakar, les tournois de
petite catégorie et de foot féminin de 4 équipes ont attiré plus de 500 jeunes. Un match de
basket ball avec démonstration d’un handicapé moteur a également été organisé. A
chaque compétition, les Directeurs de Villages présentaient une allocution pour expliquer
le sens de la Journée. Au cours des tournois, le Manifesto a été mis à la disposition des
jeunes et des spectateurs pour recueillir leur signature marquant leur adhésion à la Paix
dans le monde et des photos de famille ont été prises pour immortaliser l’événement. Plus
de 1000 signataires ont été enregistrés dans les trois Villages d’Enfants SOS. La Journée
du 21 septembre 2005 a fini en apothéose avec une remise de trophées et de cadeaux à
l’ensemble des participants.
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SIERRA LEONE

SOS Children's Village Sierra Leone

Right To Play Sierra Leone
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SOMALIA

We have concluded our competition races held in some parts of Somalia. These events
were held to engage people in sport as a source to build peace for public integration in
Somalia. Nero Youth Sports Development Association  (NYSDA) is doing these
activities at community level without any other support from aid agencies because we see
them as individual breast feeders.  The photos of the competitions show the hard job
undertaken by NYSDA as a solution to the prevailing situation.  We thank the Global
Peace Games for Children and Youth and hope these activities are a signal to improve the
lives of Somali youth generation misused by the warring factions.
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SOUTH AFRICA

SOS Children’s Village Ennerdale formed an organizing committee representing the
local community and organizations to make sure that this year’s Global Peace Games for
Children and Youth were a success The Committee included the following :: Mr Attie
Botes: Chairman of LEFSZA (an umbrella body that co-ordinates sports activites over a
few local suburbs and informal settlements including Lenasia and Ennerdale); Mr
Anthony Reeves: Chairman of the Ennerdale Football Association (EFA); Mr Cameron
Cox, Play Soccer South Africa.  Representing SOS Children’s Villages were Mr Dylan
Pather (Child and Youth Development co-ordinator) and Mr Ted Taylor ( Fundraiser).

To involve a wider spectrum of children this year we included cultural events in the SOS
Global Peace Games that were hosted in Ennerdale, south of Johannesburg. The main
emphasis in all of these sports codes is the importance of team work. By working in
teams the children learn that together they can achieve so much more in life than working
in isolation.

On Friday September 9 in the afternoon, children from many local schools showed off
their talents in Modern dancing, Traditional dancing and Township dancing in a local
community hall. What ever dance the various school groups chose,  it was clear that by
consistent practice each school team deserved the strong applause that they all enjoyed.
Every participant received a medal and a certificate of participation which they took
home with pride. This event spanned three hours between 1200 hours and 1500 hours.  In
general the feed-back on this event was that the talent was so high that we should
consider expanding it into an evening event next year.

On Saturday, September 10, children from local pre-schools, primary schools and high
schools participated in a number of team sports that took place simultaneously from 9
to1630 in the afternoon.. All participating local schools had their own teacher/coach who
was responsible for their respective sports codes. These codes included the following:

• Table soccer: Under 13, Above 13
• Play soccer for pre-school children
• Six-a-side soccer for Under 9s, Under 11s, Under 13 boys, Under 13 girls,
• Under 15 and Senior Invitation sides.
• Netball: Under 11, u13,u15,u19
• Rugby: Under 11, u13, u19
• Hockey: Under 13 boys, Under 13 girls and Under 19 girls
• Cricket: Under 11, u 13, u19
• Table tennis: Under 13, u19
• Volleyball: Under 13 girls, u13 boys, u19 girls,u19 boys
• Chess: Under 11, u13, u19.

We estimate that there were about 900 children from 20 primary and secondary
schools taking part in this year's event. An additional 100 children from local
kindergartens and day-care facilities also took part. In addition many local community
members came to support their favorite teams.
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The cherry on top was the final game of the day when a “friendly but highly competitive
game” took place in the main stadium between the official school soccer coaches and
some professional soccer legends. Pure stamina enabled the soccer legends to beat the
school coaches by five goals to two goals. It was a great way to end a great day.Every
participant walked away with a medal, a certificate of participation and a smile on their
face!

At Pietermaritzburg,  SOS Children’s Village Pietermaritzburg  worked very hard to
get community teams on board for the Peace Games and to build partnerships outside of
the Village.  The SOS task team worked well together and built a good team spirit.  After
much hard work the day of action, 24th September 2005 finally dawned – hot and windy!
The temperature rose to 39 degrees Celsius by lunch time and the wind created a lot of
dust in the school playground.

Despite this, though, the soccer teams scheduled to play in the semi finals all arrived –
and even the Bisley Park Primary School soccer team arrived in the hopes that they could
be included in the Peace Games. One of their top players was recruited to help as a
referee.

By the end of the morning, the 2 winning teams from each age group were determined for
the finals: Ashdown Young Bucs U15 to play against Grange United U15, and Ashdown
Young Bucs U18 to play against SOS U18.A very special word of thanks was extended
to Brian Killeen, the Principal of Bisley Park Primary School, who made his sports
fields available to us for the 2-day period.

On Sunday 25th September, despite a slow start due to some teams arriving late, the finals
proceeded well, with teams playing in all 4 sports codes. The results were as follows:

1. Basketball – SOS Open beat Grange Open 54:44
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2. Netball – this result took ages to materialize because the teams kept drawing! A
“sudden death” approach was finally adopted to determine a winner, and the final
score was in SOS Open’s favour against Grange Open was 5:3.

3. “ Dieke” – a traditional Zulu game – was played between 2 SOS teams as the
invited team from Sobantu did not arrive. The score was 5:4 in favour of SOS A
Team playing against SOS B Team.

4. Soccer – the Ashdown Young Bucs teams were the stars of the day, winning both
the U15 and U18 matches. The U15 team beat Grange United by 4 goals to 1. The
U18 team beat SOS U18 by 5 goals to 1.

Our dignitaries on the day included Trott Moloto (former Bafana-Bafana coach) who
now coaches Maritzburg United/Classic, and his colleague, Senzo Msimang, the
Manager of the Maritzburg United/Classic team. We were thrilled that they joined us for
the morning, and they watched the developing talent in the U18 match with interest. Trott
also invited the SOS boys to watch the Maritzburg United practice sessions any time they
were able to, which is an invitation we will definitely accept. I was able to chat to him at
the side of the field about the FIFA link and the 2006 “6 Villages for 2006” campaign, as
well as our plans to link this campaign with 2010. He seemed keen to be part of this
campaign and urged me to keep him informed of our own plans in Pietermaritzburg in
this regard.

We also had the pleasure of the company of Zeph Mthembu, Midlands SAFA
Representative. During the prize giving, Siphiwe Maphanga, our Village Director, read
out the message from Adolf Ogi. Four of the Maritzburg United/Classic players who had
accompanied Trott Moloto, assisted in handing out the medals and trophies. This was a
great boost for the soccer boys in particular. The 3 local newspapers were represented
and good photos appeared in the papers the next week.



56

TANZANIA

Right To Play Tanzania embraced the opportunity to participate in the 2005 World
Peace Games to simultaneously celebrate World Peace Day and 2005 as The
International Year of Sport and Physical Education (IYSPE), as proclaimed by the UN.
To celebrate the role of sport in establishing peaceful communities Right To Play in
collaboration with its Implementing Partners organized events in its project locations
throughout Tanzania.

From September 16-17, 2005, refugee children and youth from Burundi and Democratic
Republic of Congo participated in an Inter-Camp Sports Competition to celebrate the
2005 Global Peace Games for Children and Youth.  The event, hosted in Nyarugusu
Congolese Refugee Camp, commemorated both World Peace Day and International Year
of Sport for Development and Physical Education (IYSPE2005) as proclaimed by the
United Nations.

Eight Burundian teams and eight Congolese teams of boys (120) and girls (120) aged 12-
16 years from four different refugee camps (Mtabila, Muyovosi, Lugufu and
Nyarugusu) united for a weekend of volleyball and football matches.  The teams selected
to participate were the winners of inter-division play in each of their respective camps.
This ensured that more youth were involved in Peace Games activities in the weeks
leading up to the Inter-Camp Sports Competition.
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The goal of the competition was to bring the 240
participants together to promote peace and friendship
between the area’s refugee camps, between countries,
between teammates and between opponents.  Youth
representatives from Muyovosi, Mtabila, Nyarugusu
and Lugufu shared the reading of the peace message
provided by the Special Adviser to the UN Secretary-
General on Sport for Development and Peace, Mr. Adolf
Ogi.   Additionally, a Nyarugusu team captain read the
Manifesto for Peace, which was later signed by 240 youth
and over 40 coaches.

In Kasulu from September 16-17 2005, refugee children
and youth from Burundi and Democratic Republic of

Congo participated in an inter-camp sports competition forming eight Burundian teams
and eight Congolese teams of boys (120) and girls (120) aged 12-16 years from four
different refugee camps (Mtabila, Muyovosi, Lugufu and Nyarugusu).  The children
united for a weekend of volleyball and football matches.  The teams selected to
participate in the final match were the winners of inter-division play that took place in
their respective camps in the days leading up to the final match.  Youth representatives
from each camp shared the reading of the peace message provided by Mr. Adolf Ogi and
the Nyarugusu team captain read the Manifesto for Peace, which was later signed by 240
youth and over 40 coaches.

Similarly in Kibondo, the camps’ sport councils and coaches organized individual play
days for 1765 girls and boys from all four refugee camps (Mtendeli, Nduta, Kanembwa,
Mkugwa) to promote cooperation, friendship, teamwork, and peace among all
participants.  Additionally, an inter-camp football competition for both boys and girls 16
years of age and younger was held in Nduta camp.  Such games were used to teach the
children about cooperation & teamwork, good communication skills, and to promote
positive relationships with each other and adults.

In Dar es Ssalaam, on Saturday November 12th, to close the Games in Right To Play
brought together partners, coaches, and a representative from the Department of Social
Welfare to celebrate peace through sport and play with the children of Kurasini
Orphanage.  Right To Play’s Guest of Honor was Mrs. Evelyn Kamote, the Principal
Social Welfare Officer from the Ministry of Labor, Youth and Sport.  Mrs. Kamote
shared these words on the importance of peace and community building, “Peace begins at
this level – the community level.  It is important for children to learn what is peace at a
young age so they carry this understanding into adulthood.”  The success of the day’s
activities was due to the collaboration of partners and volunteer coaches who led the
children in games and activities designed to promote the concept of peace from the Right
To Play Red Ball Child Play module.  The event program also included football matches
between children of the orphanage and those from the surrounding community as well as
a mixed team of boys and girls, Right To Play partners and Kurasini staff.



58

A highlight of the day was a reading by special guest Mr. John Kilaka, a renowned
Tanzanian artist, whose studio is located at the Village Art Museum in Dar es Salaam.
Mr. Kilaka shared with everyone present a reading of his children’s story on peace
entitled, Happyful of The New Peace Day.  Following the reading, Mr. Kilaka presented
a painting he had completed for the celebration and which contained the Manifesto for
Peace written by Nobel Peace Laureates specifically for The World Peace Games.  With
hands dipped in colored paint, all children and adults present signed the Manifesto for
Peace.   The painting, complete with the signed Manifesto, now hangs on the walls of the
orphanage as a reminder to all of the importance of peace amongst people and
communities.
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THAILAND

What does peace mean to you? This was the question posed to all 4th and 5th Standard
children in Ban Don Yang and Tham Hin Refugee Camps in Thailand in the lead up
to the 2005 Global Peace Games (GPGs). The answer became visible on the 13th and 14th

of September when the GPGs were celebrated in each camp.

The Thailand GPGs were organized and led by Right To Play, in partnership with the
Catholic Organization for the Emergency Relief of Refugees (COERR). Numerous
representatives from local camp organizations, NGOs, UNHCR and local
government and military also played an active role throughout the day.

The Thailand GPGs brought together 265 and 341 children between the ages of 9 and 14
in Ban Don Yang and Tham Hin camps respectively. The children in each camp were led
by 60 local volunteers made up of teachers and youth RTP Coaches. In both camps, all
children, volunteers and guests were assigned to one of four color teams. Throughout the
day each team worked to earn points for its color through the completion of various
activities. At the end of the day the Global Peace Games cup was awarded to the color
team with the most points.

In each camp, the GPGs were kicked off by opening ceremonies featuring messages
about peace from RTP, the Camp Leaders and the local Thai authorities. A message from
Mr. Adolf Ogi, United Nations Special Representative for Sport for Development and
Peace, was also delivered by a representative from the UNHCR and the 10th Standard
children in each camp sang John Lennon’s Imagine. In the morning, the children rotated
between football matches, a rest station and a peace workshop led by COERR. In the
afternoon, they participated in track and field events and in a final game featuring a series
of challenges involving teamwork and cooperation.

At the end of the day, the GPGs cup was awarded to the winning color team - Team
Yellow in Ban Don Yang and Team Green in Tham Hin! The children and youth
repeated the six points of the GPGs Peace Manifesto and signed their name to their color
flag displaying the words of the manifesto. The flags now hang in the RTP Sport Office
as a reminder of what peace can mean.

Despite inclement weather (scorching sun in Ban Don Yang and incessant rain in Tham
Hin) the 2005 GPGs were enormously successful. Led by committed and enthusiastic
local volunteers, the GPGs were a day by and for children and youth. During the month
of September, through the laughter and smiles, the cooperation, the work and the play
involved in the 2005 GPGs, peace took on a tangible form in Ban Don Yang and Tham
Hin camps. Thank you to all those who supported in this very special event!
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TUNISIA

Au Village d’Enfants SOS de Gammarth, comme chaque année, le Club d’Enfants
SOS de Gammarth organisa à l’occasion de la Journée Mondiale de la Paix des activités
socioculturelles, sportives et éducatives dans le but de célébrer collectivement cet
événement d’importance internationale. Pour 2005, les Jeux Mondiaux de la Paix ont
porté essentiellement sur une première journée dédiée aux activités collectives et
individuelles d’Art Plastiques. Egalement des activités culturelles et d’expression telles
que la rédaction de poèmes, de textes, de dessins portant sur le thème principal « la Paix
dans le monde » tel que l’enfant la conçoit. Les œuvres furent soigneusement créées à
l’atelier de dessin du Village d’Enfants SOS. La deuxième journée fut consacrée aux jeux
de société à travers des tournois d’échecs, de dames, de monopoly…etc. Durant cette
journée un tournoi de foot et un cross country ont été organisés. Tous les enfants de plus
de 6 ans du village ont été sensibilisés, motivés et impliqués dans le programme.
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UGANDA

RIGHT to PLAY organized the Global Peace Games for Children and Youth in the
Rhino Camp Refugee Settlement.Children in refugee camps face extraordinary barriers to
healthy physical and emotional development as a result of separation from their
homeland and/or families, chaos of flight, overcrowding and temporary shelters.  Their
experience has been one of fear, violence and prolonged uncertainty, accompanied by
loneliness, stress and boredom.

Sport and play provide the opportunities to overcome these barriers to development.
Rhino Camp Refugee Settlement is large, with over 27,000 refugees living alongside the
national population.  The current focus of the project is the provision of sport and play
activities that reach all children.  This is achieved through building skills and confidence
of community members who volunteer as Sports Council members and/or coaches.

The refugee settlement comprises 13 zones spread across 225 km2.  The Sports Council
and coaches worked together with JRS Peace Groups to organise celebrations in each
and every zone, as well as a central celebration one week later, attended by
representatives from each zone.  Each zone developed their own programme of activities,
incorporating activities such as drama, traditional dancing and riddles alongside the
Global Peace Games components.

The main focus of the day was Red Ball Child Play, one of the Right To Play
programmes that embodies a vast number and variety of games based on a holistic
approach to child development.  The games are organised according to five different
coloured balls that each correspond to a specific area of child development: mind, body,
spirit, health and peace (social co-operation).  During the celebrations Red Ball Child
Play trained coaches led games for children, youths and adults focussed around the Blue
Peace Ball.

 

Both days were a huge success, attended by over 5,000 people in the zonal celebrations
(half of which were children under the age of 13) and almost 850 people in the central
celebration.
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Signatures for the Manifesto for Peace were collected from almost 1,000 people of
different ages, sex, nationality and ethnic background who are dedicating themselves to
promoting peace in their community.
In an area where there can sometimes
be conflicts between national and
refugee populations peace building
tools like this play an extremely
important role.

In Rhino sport and play has made a
huge impact in bringing together
national and refugee populations.
Factors, such as ethnic differences
and boredom, which previously led to
conflicts and violence have now for a
large part been overcome through
dedication to sport and play.  Youths
volunteer themselves as coaches and
keep children busy with meaningful
activities, while adults look on or
even join in!
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USA

The 2005 Global Peace Games for Children and Youth took place on  September 17 in
Queens in New York City at Flushing Meadows Corona Park , one of the city’s great
park facilities.  The Games and the celebration of the International Year of Sport for
Development and Physical Education were organized by Miguel Cuellar, Sports
Director  for the City of New York Parks and Recreation at Flushing Meadow, Luis
Montoya of US Youth Soccer and PLAY SOCCER USA.  Mayor Bloomberg sent a
special message for the Games which was read by a Representative of the New Yourk
City Sports Commission, Ms. Amanda Sells, at the opening ceremony .  Various other
officials attended and spoke, including Estelle Cooper, Assistant Commissioner,
Flushing Meadows Park, Howard Rubenstein of Eastern New York Youth Soccer,
and Judy McPherson of PLAY SOCCER.  The Games were played on fields that were
newly refurbished by the City of New York, and lasted most of the day.  Approximately
six hundred children took part, from many leagues around the city, with referees and lines
men who donated their time for the event.  FIFA Fair Play flags which had been
specially sent by FIFA were prominently displayed on the field, and a player from one of
the teams was selected to read Mr. Ogi’s message at the opening ceremony, and to
demonstrate the handshake of friendship used around the world .   The participants all
had the opportunity to sign the Manifesto  and lined up with enthusiasm to add their
names.  A representative and former player from the Metrostars of Major League
Soccer, Giovanni Savarese, signed autographs on shoes, shirts and scaps of paper for
many of the players, which added excitement to the event.   It was a highly successful
event and the fourth consecutive year that the Games were celebrated and enjoyed in
New York City.
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Message from New York Mayor Bloomberg

September 17, 2005

Dear Friends:

It is a great pleasure to welcome you all to Flushing Meadows Corona Park for
the Global Peace Games for Children and Youth.

The City of New York is once again proud to participate in this worldwide event
that recognizes the vital role our children play in bringing peace throughout the world and
celebrates the importance of tolerance and unity. I commend all those who made this
tournament possible. You clearly demonstrate what a remarkable difference can be made
when people and organizations dedicate themselves to making a difference in the lives of
our children.

On behalf of the residents of New York City, I wish the young soccer players all
the very best for a successful and fun-filled day. By participating in sports you are
learning the important values of teamwork, perseverance and dedication which will help
you to achieve your goals and lead to a bright and happy future. Please accept my best
wishes for a fun-filled day of competition!

Sincerely,

Michael R. Bloomberg
Mayor
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ZAMBIA

PLAY SOCCER Zambia collaborated with SOS Childrens’ Village Zambia Trust,
DPI Zambia and the Zambia Youth Academy to organize the 2005 Games in Zambia
which were held  September 25 at the SOS Village in Lusaka.  About 250 children
under 15 years old participated. Fifteen plus adults from these organizations, mostly
comprised of the PLAY SOCCER volunteers, led children through the activities which
began in the morning and lasted all day.

Simultaneous activities took place in four areas; soccer, gymnastics and various games
and races, speeches and drama about HIV/AIDS and development topics (carried out by
DPI Zambia) and reading of AIDS/HIV literature provided by WHO and FIFA.
Participants were divided in four groups and rotated from activity to activity at set times
upon a signal. PLAY SOCCER was primarily responsible for the planning of the Games.
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The event was a good model for future years because despite the large number of
participants, all children were actively engaged at all times, with variations in physical
activities from reading to soccer, and thoroughly enjoyed it all, including the snack and
beverages that were served.

FIFA Fair Play flags were displayed on the field in prominent places, and at the closing
ceremony all children had the opportunity to sign the Manifesto and to practice the
handshake of friendship.

ZANZIBAR

SOS Children's Village Zanzibar

ZIMBABWE

SOS Children's Village Zimbabwe


