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Introduction 
 

REPORT ON THE 2013 GLOBAL PEACE GAMES 
for 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
 

 
 
The Global Peace Games for Children and Youth (GPGs) - founded by PLAY SOCCER Nonprofit 
International (PSNI) in 2001 - is the first global "grassroots" event to celebrate the contribution of 
children and youth to the achievement of the United Nations goals for peace, nonviolence and human 
development, and to unite their voices and support through the universal language of sport. Locally 
organized and financed by grassroots communities, the Games feature friendly sporting events and 
football/soccer matches that give children and youth an opportunity to lead and personally commit to 
global friendship and the United Nations Millennium Development Goals.  
 
Thanks to the joyful, global digital network that children and youth now use to connect to each other 
across the world, the impact and success of the GPGs continues to grow every year. In 2013, the Games 
were celebrated - and digitally shared - by thousands of children and youth in 35 countries across 6 
continents. Fueled by a wellspring of support from hundreds of volunteer and civil society organizations 
committed to peace education, the GPGs are free and open to all. Connecting and uniting children and 
youth from places as diverse as the Palestinian Occupied Territories to California and the rural 
communities of Kenya, the GPGs provide a low-cost "grassroots" organizing structure that empowers 
local organizations, brings communities into the global media spotlight, and engages children and youth 
to place collaborative, peaceful values at the heart of both the local and global agenda.  
 
Individual countries often dedicate their games to themes that advance the objectives of the United 
Nations, and enliven them with both traditional and innovative educational performances of music, art, 
dance and poetry.  
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To forge links among the participating children and youth, PLAY SOCCER encourages three common 
core actions wherever the Games are held: 
 

1. Signing the Nobel Laureates' Manifesto for A Culture of Peace & Nonviolence 
2. Reading Special Messages from the UN Office of Sport for Development & Peace, and 

other leading organizations such as FIFA  
3. Giving the Handshake of Friendship 

 
PSNI is proud to have provided international leadership for the Games by distributing invitations and 
instructions for participation and by producing the Annual Certificate of Participation and Report, which 
is posted on our website. The Games would not be possible, however, without the inspirational 
leadership of our grassroots partners - the many organizations, schools and individuals who work 
tirelessly to bring the Games to their communities. This report includes a list of all registered 
organizations, summaries of their reports, and photos selected from the many wonderful pictures sent. 
All the photos contained in this report are the property of these organizations. 
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Country Reports 
AFGHANISTAN 

Khelo Rugby and Streams of Life registered to celebrate Global Peace Games in Kabul; Sound 
Humanitarian, Participatory & Organizational Uplift registered for celebrations in Jalalabad city. 

AUSTRALIA 

Football United at the University of South Wales celebrated the 
International Day of Peace with Global Peace Games in Adelaide, 
Liverpool, Fairfield, and Blacktown. Participants heard the Special 
Message from the United Nations, engaged in the Handshake for peace, 
and took part in the friendly football games. Over 600 people 
contributed signatures and handprints to the UNESCO Manifesto for a 
Culture of Peace and Nonviolence. 

In May, the Warwick Peace Festival in Queensland, Australia, was 
attended by 45 children, 320 young people, and over 1500 spectators. 
“The centrepiece event was the international football carnival made up 
of refugee and expatriate players from ten different African and 
European countries. There were also non-competitive children's games, 
a peace march, community painting and cultural dance.” 34 participants 
signed the Peace Manifesto. 

BOTSWANA 

As part of their fight against HIV infections, the Nix Project held a football 
tournament in Tamaga Village, with four football clubs competing. During the 
tournament, health-related activities took place: testing for HIV and distribution 
of condoms and pamphlets on IEC and HIV/AIDS. 
 
 

BURUNDI 

Right To Play Burundi organized Global Peace Games Day in 
Nyabibuye Community. The event was attended by about 700 children 
(nearly half of them girls, and 227 adults. “One of the biggest 
highlights of the event was a peace versus conflict recognition sketch, 
which was played out by children under the leadership of local Junior 
Coaches trained by Right To Play. Children were given portraits that 
represented either peace or conflict and were asked to place them in 
the proper pocket of peace education… a total number of 500 children, 
parents and local authorities from different ethnic groups signed the 
Manifesto for peace and exchanged the handshake of friendship 
amongst each other.” 
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SOS Burundi celebrated the Games in its five Children’s Villages in 
Bujumbura, Gitega, Muyinga, Rutana, and Cibitoke. There were 1700 
participants, and 1670 signatures for the Peace Manifesto. “While 
marching, songs in favour of peace in the whole world and particularly in 
Burundi echoed from roads of the five towns where the ceremonies were 
taking place. Besides, at match half- times, participants shook hands with 
one another as a sign of friendship, singing peace songs.” 
 
 

CAMEROON 

On September 21, Association for Social Justice, 
Sustainable Health and Economic Development (AHED), 
joined with Nature and Environmental Rehabilitation 
Conservation Organization (NERCO) to organize Global 
Peace Games in Yaoundé. 175 participants took place in a 
soccer game and signed the Manifesto for Peace. 
“Participants exchanged a handshake of friendship, a gesture 
that extended the message of global friendship and the 
culture of peace and non-violence.” 

The Association for Indigenous Development (AID) organized games 
in Ebolowa, with 105 indigenous youth taking part in a football match. 
“The game was inaugurated with handshake of peace by all participants; 
the Ambang indigenous youth coordinator for AID in Ebolowa 
reiterated to participants the purpose of organizing the games. With the 
Manifesto prepared in Ambang language, English and French, each 
participant signed the Manifesto by making the pledge in his/her own 
commonly spoken language.” 

Community Development Outreach Programme (CDOP) organized 
an event for 216 youths in Bamenda. The games of handball were 
preceded by a welcome speech and the reading and interpreting of the 
special messages. “Signing the manifesto for peace, all 216 participants 
supported by spectators took the pledge and a hand shake of peace.” 
 
 

EPDA Cameroon joined the Peace Village Campaign to celebrate the 
Global Peace Games at the Moliwe Town Green Field. They used online 
“crowdfunding” to raise funds for the event, and made sensitization visits 
to schools prior to the celebration. 450 children and youth from three 
secondary schools participated. Activities included peace soccer, songs, 
picture exhibitions, poems, and hand wrestling. National and international 
volunteers “witnessed the excitement of youth in the acquisition of peace 
knowledge as well as their social interactions.” 
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EcoVillage, the environmental sustainable community in Cameroon, organized 
games of soccer and a drama titled “Peace Building” between Pemba and 
Mendong tribes. 58 children actively participated in the soccer and the drama, 
signed the Manifesto for Peace, gave the Handshake of Peace, and heard the 
Special Messages. 
 
 

Cameroon League for Development celebrated the Games in Yaoundé, bringing together over 350 
youths from three subdivisions of the Center region. “We began with a mini conference that ended 
with a sporting event pitting the boys and girls in a highly competitive match that ended up with the 
girl outsmarting the boys.” 

National Science and High Tech Foundation organized Global Peace 
Games in Douala, joined by ASDDHUC (Assoc. pour la Démocratie 
et les Droits Humains au Cameroun). “97 participants read the special 
messages, gave the handshake and signed the UNESCO Manifesto.” 

 

SOS Cameroon held Games for nearly 2000 children in the city of Don Bosco in 
Douala. Games of basketball and football were played between SOS children and 
those of surrounding schools. The ceremony included reading the special messages 
and signing the Manifesto for Peace. In addition to the two sporting events, there 
were traditional dances, a demonstration of Karate, and singing. 
 

United Action for Children registered to celebrate Games in Buea. 

CANADA 

Right To Play celebrated the Games in three Canadian aboriginal 
communities: Aamjiwnaang First Nation, Pine Creek First Nation 
and Saugeen Ojibwe Nations. “The Global Peace Games brought 
together a collective 68 participants that used the skills they had 
learned through a Lacrosse for Development program to play 
friendly scrimmages in their respective communities.” All the 
participants signed the Peace Manifesto and participated in the 
global handshake. 

COLOMBIA 

Goals for Peace International registered for Games in Colombia. 
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GHANA 

“PLAY SOCCER Ghana hosted its 13th annual Global Peace 
Games at the Oguaa Football For Hope Centre in Cape Coast.”  
Children and participants listened while a PLAY SOCCER child 
read the Manifesto, and then repeated the pledge. All had the 
opportunity to sign the Manifesto by placing signatures or 
colorful handprints on a white sheet, and to exchange a 
handshake of friendship. Games followed, including tag of 
peace, sack race, lime and spoon race, arm wrestling, and soccer, 
as well as an “Azonto” dancing competition.   
 

Several other organizations registered to hold games in Ghana: CHIP International in Sefwi 
Deboso, Campaign for Learning Difficulties in Winneba, ECOWAS Youth and Citizens League 
in Accra, and Global Salvation Ministry Foundation in Kasoa. 

INDIA 

Project KHEL organized an event in Lucknow “in which children from elite 
schools as well as underprivileged children took part…(About 140 children 
attended the event, of which 90+ children were from underprivileged 
background and the rest from elite schools.(The participants had pledged by 
signing on the banner of UNESCO Manifesto for a Culture of Peace and 
Nonviolence.” Games included Indian traditional games (Kho Kho and 
Kabbaddi), volleyball, cricket, and football. Six students from the Cambridge 
(UK) University’s Rickshaw Sports Project joined the games. 

The Khelo Rugby Project celebrated Tag Rugby tournaments in India and 
Pakistan. “In Nawab Ali Park, Kolkata, we had 12 teams and 120 children 
come together to play. Some of the children had travelled on overnight train 
to make it to the tournament. We were able to have 100+ children sign the 
Manifesto of Peace and learn a little more about how we can all contribute 
to the cause of Peace.” 
 

 

Sports Promotion Organization for Regional Transformation 
(SPORT) held a five-day match of Para Volleyball between India 
and Sri Lanka. Over the five days, the match, held in Kalchakra 
Maidan, Bodhgaya, was witnessed by 100,000 spectators. 

 



 12 

Stairs, based in New Delhi, held a Sepak Takraw (kick volleyball) 
tournament with ten three-member boys’ teams, and an exhibition match 
between two girls’ teams. Team members heard the special messages and 
recited the UN Manifesto pledge. 58 participants and spectators signed the 
Manifesto for Peace.  
 
 
 
 

INDONESIA 

Goals for Peace International celebrated the Global Peace Games at 
Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyarkarty (UMY) with a football match for 
boys aged 10 to 13. “The event began with the reading of the peace manifesto 
and the public support for the values of Goals for Peace by those who were 
involved in the event. After this the boys were divided into two teams and 
played a football match run by a group of local and international volunteers. It 
ended with the players shaking hands in friendship. This was followed by the 
reading of the messages sent by the UN and FIFA.” 

IRELAND 

Sport Against Racism (SARI) participated in the Global Peace Games 
in their annual Soccerfest in Dublin. Eight Under-13 teams played under 
Fair Play rules—without referees. “The Millennium Development Goals 
Soccerfest Skills Challenge saw three groups, under 10’s, under 13’s and 
over 15’s compete to get the quickest time on the course whilst learning 
about the MDGs and what is hoped to be achieved by the year 2015. 
More than a hundred children and youths took part in the MDG 
Challenge.” A number of teams came from “Direct Provision Centres, 
perhaps the most excluded people in Irish society.” 

IVORY COAST 

Foot’Attitude registered to hold games in Abidjan. 

JORDAN 

Right To Play Jordan celebrated Global Peace Day with a play day for 120 
female youth. “Different football activities and games were played and the 
discussions were concentrated on the value of peace building, tolerance and 
understanding, peaceful problem solving, teamwork, team spirit and respect 
for diverse groups. The Syrian refugee students, side to side with the 
Jordanian children, learned how to respect each other and cooperate when 
playing together all while learning how to win and loose with 
dignity…Both children and guests signed the UNESCO Manifesto of 
Peace.” 
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KENYA 

Hand of Hope celebrated the Global Peace Games in Nandi County with over 300 participants, more 
than half female. “During the event, we had a football team from two neighboring counties of 
Kisumu and Kericho. This year's event was a success since it fostered peace with the communities 
living along the borders of Nandi County and Kisumu County where cattle rustling is rampant.” 

Junior Stars Football Academy hosted an event in Mombosa, with 10 teams 
of over 300 young people from within Coast Province. “Unfortunately while 
the games went on, there was an attack on Westgate mall in Kenya that left 
many dead and injured. Apart from playing the games the young boys and 
girls were also encouraged to write letters to their leaders expressing their 
concern on the insecurity within the country.” 
 

Right To Play Kenya organized the event to mark the international day 
of peace. “Over 680 boys and 1 team of 20 girls from the Ifo and 
Dagahaley refugee camps in Dadaab actively participated in the 
games…Despite the scorching heat and dusty playgrounds, the occasion 
kicked off as early as 7.30 am, with children trickling into the field, in 
small groups and teams in colorful sportswear…(Children pledged and 
signed the Manifesto for Peace; some translated into the Somali, Swahili 
and Ethiopian languages for ease of understanding…they then exchanged 
a handshake of friendship after warm up sessions.” 

Victoria Sports Association held their event in Nairobi on October 
19. Ten under-11 children (five boys and five girls) participated, and 
all heard the Special Messages and signed the Manifesto for Peace. 
They then took part in an activity in which they scored goals by 
dribbling the ball through cones, with the goals representing victory 
against violence and hooliganism, victory against tribal 
discrimination, and gender empowerment. 
 

Other groups registered to celebrate Games in Kenya were Changia Huduma Endeleza Amani 
NGO in Kilifi County, FAZA Antidrug Campaign in Faza and Lamu, and Faza Youth Action 
Groups in Faza. 

LEBANON 

The Right To Play Central Team organized the football activity for 40 children, ages 11 – 13, from 
different teams and nationalities (Lebanese, Palestinian, and Syrian). “Children had to demonstrate 
values such as fair play, respect, gender equality, beyond scoring goals and points.” Lebanon’s Right 
To Play North Team organized a football tournament in the Al Beddawi Camp for “children coming 
from conflict-affected areas in Northern Lebanon… every team won a Peace Cup and all children 
received Peace Medals after signing the Peace Manifesto.” 
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LIBERIA 

Grassroot Soccer Development Initiative organized a three-day soccer 
tournament in New Kru Town, with 160 children and youth on four senior and 
four junior teams. “The event commenced with a parade followed by culture 
performances at the opening ceremony. In order to provide the global link about 
the games, there are three activities that are included wherever the global peace 
games are held: signing the Manifesto for Peace, reading the Special Messages, 
and giving the Handshake of Friendship.”  The Manifesto was signed by 780 
participants and town residents. 
 

Right To Play Liberia commemorated International Peace Day in 
Monrovia, with 400 participants. Eight teams took part in an “all-girls” 
Mini Kick-Ball Olympic. The celebration included a parade and an indoor 
program in which the children read the Special Messages. “The manifesto 
for peace was signed by all attendants including children, youths, coaches, 
players, community members as well as RTP Staff and partners.” 

Football to Develop Destitute registered to hold games in Monrovia. 

MALAWI 

PLAY SOCCER Malawi celebrated the Global Peace Games in Ndirande on October 5. 400 
children and youth participated, and all signed the Manifesto for Peace. 

MALI 

Right To Play Mali organized an event in Bamako, with 1,050 
participants, including 424 children and youth and 426 community 
members. “The main activity of the day was a skit performed by 
children from the displaced camp of Niamakoro. They depicted how 
they lived the crisis while struggling with their families to displace and 
how they fought to adapt to their host communities. Children also 
demonstrated how they felt the French and African forces intervention 

in Mali reconquering the occupied territories and they ended up with a strong message on their desire 
to have peace and return back home.” There were also speeches and reading of the Special Messages 
and the Peace Manifesto, which was signed by 208 participants. 

SOS Children’s Villages Mali organized cultural and sport events at 
four sites: in Sanankoroba, in Kita, in Socoura/Mopti, and in 
Khouloum/Kayes. “More than 4,000 children and young people took 
part in various activities (cycling, special messages reading, handshake 
of friendship, signing of the manifesto, athletics kits, karate, poetry, 
awarding of certificate of participation to some children / youth, jet dove 
vector of peace, and football match).” From the four sites, 4681 
participants signed the Manifesto. 
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NIGERIA 

CLAPAI celebrated Nigeria’s Independence Day with a PEACE 
tournament in Jos. 65 children on four teams took part. Each child 
repeated the Peace Manifesto and the theme “We are the light of the 
world! We are world changers! Making a difference a Person at a time!” 
Before starting the football games, each player pledged to reach at least 
10 people, one person at a time, with the message of PEACE. 
 
 

Heal the Youth Foundation celebrated Games in Plateau State with 
33 children in attendance. All the children recited and signed the 
Peace Manifesto. “There were several presentations by the children. 
Poems, songs and dances were the highlight of the day. Next in line 
was the Peace Parade which was immediately followed by a Football 
game by Heal the Youth foundation Five-a-side team with children of 
Gura Suga, Hillside community…All the children exchanged the 
Handshake of Peace to seal the event and also as a message of global 
Friendship.” 

The Ovie Brume Foundation hosted an event at the University of Lagos, 
attended by over 700 children and youth. Activities included reading the 
Special Messages, signing the Peace Manifesto, Passing the Unity Torch, 
singing the National Anthem, Track & Field events (100m, 200m, 400m, Egg 
Race, Sack Race, Relay Race, NGO Race,  and Alumni Race), March Pass, 
and football competition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOS Children’s Villages held Global Peace Games in Isolo-
Lagos, Gwagwalada-Abuja, Owu-Ijebu in OgunState, and Jos-
Plateau State. “At the facilities over 25 community schools 
participated with SOS Hermann Gmeiner Schools. 
Approximately 2,250 guests in attendance pledged the games 
manifesto in unison for fair play in togetherness and observed 
the Global Peace handshake.” The Special Messages were read 
to all. Games played were track and field, football, 4x4 relay, 
sack race, tug of war, filling in the bottle, and table tennis. 

Other organizations registering for the Global Peace Games were Ojope Farmers and Rural 
Dwellers in Ugbokpo Apa, Play4Peace in Port Harcourt and Abuja, and Rural Alliance for 
Development and Zinnok Initiative in Umuahia. 
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NORTHERN IRELAND 

Goals for Peace International sponsored a Football Fest for Global 
Peace at the Rosario Football Club in Belfast. 37 girls from three 
football clubs took part. The celebration included “reading the 
messages by the UN and FIFA, pledging to the Manifesto for Peace, 
which was signed by participants and community members, and doing 
the handshake of peace.” 
 

PAKISTAN 

The Khelo Rugby Project celebrated Tag Rugby 
tournaments in India and Pakistan. “In Fort Abbas 
Pakistan 20 teams came together to share and play 
under the banner ‘Try for Peace’.  The Fort Abbas 
tournament was incredibly successful and really gave a 
tremendous boost to all the children taking part. For 
both the children and the adults the chance to share our 
love of sport under the banner of peace was a moving 
experience. India and Pakistan share so much yet are 

often worlds apart but for these few hours and days all the children were brothers and sisters in 
rugby.” There were 150 signatories to the UNESCO Manifesto. 

Right To Play Pakistan organized the Global Peace Games in 
six locations, in the districts of Mansehra, Mardan and 
Peshawar in KP, Thatta and Karachi in Sindh, and in 
Islamabad. Their celebrations included football tournaments, a 
Peace Walk, musical performances, painting, drama, and 
debate competitions. The events “brought together 22,000 
youth and children. Of those youth and children, 4,700 
participants which included school children, local youth, Right 
To Play Junior Leaders, teachers, athletes and community 
members signed the UNESCO Peace Manifesto which was 
also translated in native languages (Urdu, Sindhi and Pashto) 
to make it understandable for all the signatories.” 

Save the Environment organized Peace Games in Charsadda 
and Bajaur Agency districts, areas recently hit by conflict and 
flood disasters. 44 youths formed cricket teams from each area, 
and the matches were watched by 83 spectators. As a result of 
this initiative, the youths from both areas will play cricket 
games on a regular basis. 
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Sports and Fitness Association of Pakistan celebrated 
Games in Islamabad, Gilgit, and Peshawar. Events 
included a boxing camp at Gilgit, near the K-2 Himalayan 
mountain, and a basketball tournament in Peshawar. In 
Islamabad, 10 youths engaged in training for developing 
community through sport, bridging the gap between Shia 
and Sunni groups. In the three cities, 125 children 
participated, and 150 children, coaches, and volunteers 
signed the Peace Manifesto. 

Policy Research And Development registered to hold Games in Swat, Sports Development 
Foundation to hold Games in Islamabad. 

PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES 

Right To Play held sport and play activities for 260 children in the Deir 
Amar refugee camp near Ramallah. The activities included male and female 
football tournaments, a running race, and games focusing on important life 
skills. “An awareness session was also held for 35 parents on the 
importance of Sport and Play for children and specifically girls.” After the 
Special Messages were read, all 295 participants signed the Manifesto for 
Peace. 
 

PHILIPPINES 

Goals for Peace International 
celebrated a Badminton Fest for Global 
Peace in Dumaguete, Negros Oriental, on 
November 23. 31 sports enthusiasts of 
different ages participated. The event 
included “reading the messages by the 
UN and FIFA, pledging to the Manifesto 
for Peace, which was signed by 
participants and community members, 

and doing the handshake of peace.” Sports, badminton, and peace activities continued to be 
celebrated throughout December.   

ROMANIA 

Colegiul Tehnic de Transporturi organized Games in Brasov. Participants 
signed the Peace Manifesto, exchanged a handshake of friendship, and heard 
the Special Messages. “In a friendly and free climate, all participants at the age 
of 16-18 years old played football, showed support to each other, and built new 
friendship ties. A total of 40 adolescents took part in this event and signed the 
Peace Manifest.” 
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Liceul Teoretic Emil Racoviţă celebrated Games in Baia Mare. 50 
youths took part in football games, signed the Peace Manifesto, and 
exchanged the handshake of friendship. “We thank all the participants, 
and particularly all the fair play and friendship seen during all activities, 
encouraging all present to promote the peace, solidarity and fraternity 
among the children and youth. We hope that we can participate in the 
future in these games.” 

Club Sportiv Supersport registered to celebrate Games in Baia Mare City.  

RWANDA 

             

Rwanda Youth Solution Organization celebrated the international day of peace with Games in 
Muhanga/Southern province. Local schools held football competitions, recited the Peace Manifesto, 
and exchanged a handshake for peace. Six games were played, and each of the 600 participants 
signed the Manifesto.  

SOUTH AFRICA 

Play for Fun, Learn for Life organized Games in 
Rondebult and in Tembisa. At Rondebult, children and 
youth aged 5 to 17 years played in football and netball 
tournaments. At Tembisa, 289 children and 76 parents 
participated in soccer, netball, hand ball, and games from the 
Play for Fun manual. “It was amazing to see parents attend 
to support their kids… Blessing Baloyi, who is currently 
playing for Kaizer Chiefs, was present; the kids were so 
happy to see him, as a former Play for Fun participant.” 

Ujama Resource Africa Project held its event this year in 
Mbabane, Swaziland. “The purpose of having the event at 
regional level was to introduce the games to our neighbouring 
country, Swaziland, and to expose the South Africa based school 
children to the region around them and to learn more about their 
sport and culture.” The South Africa team was composed of high 
school students from several schools, and there was high 
participation by Swaziland based schools. 246 participants and 
over 1000 supporters enjoyed sports (soccer, netball, volleyball, 
and swimming) and cultural performances.  
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TAIWAN 

Gong Guan Elementary School celebrated 
the Games with its annual week-long visit to 
Fu Li Junior High School in Fu Li Town, 
Hualien County. 100 children from Taipei 
stayed in dorms there, training and playing 
soccer with children from the Fu Li school. 
During the visit, coaches and parents helped 
the children to learn and understand the 
Manifesto for Peace. 

TANZANIA 

Children and Youth Development Organization held Global Peace Games 
at Mtwara Town, with 12 boys’ and girls’ soccer teams from different centers, 
schools, and clubs. Participants heard the Special Messages and were invited 
to sign the Peace Manifesto. The handshake of friendship took place before 
and after each game. About 94 young people took part, and 73 children and 
youth signed the Manifesto.  

Tanzania Sports Agency and Consultancy registered to hold Games in 
Dodoma. 

THAILAND 

Right To Play Thailand held games at multiple locations. 118 children and youth and 59 leaders, 
teachers, and community members participated, with all signing the Peace Manifesto. 

TOGO 

People to People International registered to celebrate Games in Lome; SOS Children’s Villages 
registered to hold Games in Lome, Kara, and Dapaong. 

TURKEY 

The Enka Schools’ celebration was organized by nine fourth-grade 
students as part of their Primary Years Program. Students from three 
other schools were invited to join. The Special Messages were read, 
and 131 signatures were collected on the Peace Manifesto. This was 
followed by a performance by the third-grade dance group. “Following, 
teams from each school played matches as a tournament, playing four 
20 minute matches each. When the students took a break parents were 
invited to join in and play…!Students reflected that they learned about 

respect for others and that friendship is more important than winning. Participants and parents shared 
feedback that this was a meaningful and valuable event.” 
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UGANDA 

Action for Rural Transformation organized activities in Moyo 
and Adjumani Districts, 5 nursery schools (over 500 people) in 
Moyo, and 13 nursery schools (over 1500 attendees) in Adjumani. 
Special Messages were read at both locations. The events included 
bottle filling, sack race, football, beads, full dressing, and a tug of 
war between female parents and female nursery teachers. 
 
 

Buwate Youth Sports Academy celebrated the Games with an event at 
Buwate playground. 70 children and youth participated and heard the Special 
Messages. 50 children and youth signed the Peace Manifesto.  
 
 
 
 
 

Giving Children Hope Initiative organized Games for the 
communities of Kabaggolo, Nalubude, Nalugamba, Kabyuma and 
Ttumbu at GCHI playground in Mityana District, Uganda. The 
following activities took place: (1) prayer and a moment of silence for 
those who have lost their lives in pursuit of peace; (2) singing of the 
Ugandan National Anthem; (3) signing the Peace Manifesto (416 
signatures); (4) Special Messages; (5) Handshake of Friendship; (6) a 
football match between two youth teams; (7) awarding the winners. 

Right To Play Uganda celebrated Peace Day in Nakivale and Oruchinga 
refugee settlements, with 309 girls, 491 boys, and 9 coaches participating. 
They took part Right To Play activities that focus on conflict resolution 
inside the school and within the family. “At the end of the day, 350 
UNESCO manifestos were signed and the children had a great time. 
Right To Play staff successfully conveyed positive messages about the 
importance and value of peaceful communities. The children were able to 
connect with the messages and explain how they apply it in their daily 
lives.” 

Soccer Without Borders held Peace Games in Nsambya and Kampala. The festival in Nsambya 
brought together 120 refugee children “for a day of peace celebration through discussion and 
performance. Each participant ‘signed’ the Peace Manifesto with a handprint on the SWB Peace Day 
Banner.” In Kampala, 70 SWB Uganda participants, from the Democratic Republic of Congo, South 
Sudan, Rwanda, and Burundi, played in a football3 tournament against 80 Ugandan nationals of the 
Kampala Kids League. 

Kagiri Community Development Youth Project registered to hold games in Bukomansimbi. 
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UNITED STATES 

The US team of the Cameroon Football Development 
Program organized an event in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. “We 
celebrated UN International Day of Peace with 20 boys and girls 
from Wilkinsburg community on Saturday, Sept. 21st. The 
youth participated in soccer drills which taught communication 
and conflict resolution skills and learned about cultures and 
greetings in languages from 30 other participating countries 
around the world!” 
 
 

Portland Barefootsoccer in Oregon celebrated the Global Peace 
Games as part of its Barefoot 3x3 and World Soccer Festival. 
There were 125 teams and over 1000 guests. The annual event 
“mobilizes our community to get physically active while raising 
money and awareness about Grassrootsoccer. Grassrootsoccer 
uses the power of soccer to teach important life skills to African 
youth helping to prevent HIV/AIDS.” 
 
 

Soccer Without Borders held events in Boston, Massachusetts, 
and Oakland, California. The Boston tournament had 105 boys 
and girls in three divisions. All participants heard the Special 
Messages and signed the Peace Manifesto. After the soccer 
games, the children used the 
promises of the Peace 
Manifesto in a unique way: 
working together to create a 
protective vessel for an egg 
drop.  

The event in Oakland “brought together youth from over 25 
different countries who speak more than 20 different languages.” 
After hearing the Special Messages, they played Football3-style 
soccer, and then signed the Peace Games Pledge. 
 

Heart of Los Angeles (HOLA) also registered to celebrate Global Peace Games. 
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VENEZUELA 

Instituto Autonomo de Deporte del Municipio Guanta organized 
Games in Guanta, Estado Anzoátegui. 220 children and youth 
participated and signed the Manifesto for Peace.  
 
 
 
 

SOS Children’s Village La Cañada held the Global Peace Games in a 
basketball court in La Cañada. 90 SOS children and about 50 from the 
neighboring community participated in the event and signed the Peace 
Manifesto. “The SOS families organized different football and kickingball 
teams and also prepared several peace messages (using drawings, quotes 
and images) that were used to decorate the court. The families also prepared 
snacks to share with all the guests during the event.” 
 
 

ZIMBABWE 

Environmental Management Trust celebrated the 
Games in Bikita district. 450 children, 200 youth, and 
12 adults attended the event, and all 662 signed the 
Peace Manifesto and gave each other a handshake of 
friendship. 18 teams played in girls’ soccer, boys’ 
soccer, and girls’ netball matches. “Participants said the 
event was interesting, refreshing and cemented the 
spirit of peace, love, harmony and togetherness among 
the community members. After the games, the local 
minister of religion gave closing remarks emphasising 
the need for a culture of peace, love and unity among the children, youth and adults.” 

Youth for a Child in Christ hosted the Global Peace Games in 
Bulawayo. Taking part were 192 children and youth, ranging in age 
from 2 to 24 years, as well as 10 adults. A total of 93 people signed 
the Peace Manifesto. Activities included soccer, orange race, and 
apple race, as well as cultural dances. “The soccer teams had a 
mixture of boys and girls with the aim instilling working together to 
reduce gender violence and bad language in the games.” 

 

 


